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Abstract 
 
In recent years, public discourse of ‘problematic’ and excessive alcohol consumption 
amongst young people has moved dramatically towards a crisis. This was captured by 
Australian federal government concerns with a binge-drinking epidemic, which 
resulted in a series of policy interventions such as the National Binge Drinking 
Strategy between 2008-2009 and 2011-2012, the National Binge Drinking Campaign 
in 2008-2010 and 70% taxation on ready-to drink or ‘alcopops’ in 2008. Recent state 
and territory government policies mirror this trend, introducing secondary supply 
legislation that makes it illegal for a non-guardian to supply alcohol to a person less 
than 18 years of age. South Australia is now the only state in Australia where the 
supply of alcohol to minors on private premises is not controlled by law.  
While significant research attention has been directed towards the issue of violence in 
the night-time economy, another domain of concern is the ‘uncontrolled’ party. This 
thesis defines an ‘out of control’ party as a violent, wild, unregulated and ungoverned 
event held on or conducted in private space. Such incidents mainly involve young 
people who organise private parties through online social networking platforms to 
encourage large-scale attendance. In this sense, the party traverses a range of concerns 
relating to young people engaging in undesirable, anti-social or ‘risky’ behaviours. 
Such situations highlight both the dangers of social networking in promoting 
collective anti-social activity and the likely unregulated and unsupervised access to 
alcohol. Without the existence of adequate formal or informal social controls, the 
inconvenience, incivilities and at times criminal conduct arising in these situations 
	 8	
(including noise, vandalism, assaults), significantly impact the ability of the state to 
police private spaces. 
Police and local governments across Australia identify private parties as a policy 
concern. A number of well-publicised incidents fuelled these debates and heightened 
social concerns about the need for closer supervision of young people and their 
behaviour in the private domain. The result appears to be the introduction of new 
regulatory controls governing private behaviour and targeting young people to 
responsibilise citizens for their own self-governance. This thesis explores the ways 
private parties have been identified as problematic through an online print media 
content analysis (2008-2015). In addition, the thesis also examines the ways 
individual comments (blog posts) on online news items reflect or contest the 
dominant narratives of ‘out of control’ parties. In theoretical terms, the content of 
online comments considers whether the posts reflect media representations of 
problematic youth alcohol consumption and collective behaviour, and the impact 
these issues may have on promulgating views of the need for policy reform by 
‘primary definers’, such as police, politicians or regulators. 
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Chapter 1 
Young people, parties and risk 
Introduction 
Popular debate surrounding young people, alcohol and house parties tends to focus on 
the extreme, yet rare, incidents of large-scale violence and disorder. The negative 
portrayal of young people in the media, combined with various Australian federal 
government policies, ensure society perceives and treats young people as a social 
threat (Grattan 2008). An ‘out of control’ gathering is defined as at least two guests 
engaging in specified conduct, including trespassing, damaging property, disorderly 
conduct, fighting, doing obscene acts, emitting unreasonable noise, throwing objects 
to harm people, obstructing traffic, being drunk and breaking glass (WAPOL 2015). 
However, there is no clear definition available regarding the number of guests in 
attendance for such a private event to be distinctly defined as a ‘party’. Clapp, Min et 
al. (2006) define a party as five or more persons gathered together where alcohol 
consumption was present, whereas the Western Australia Police state there must be at 
least 12 attendees (WAPOL 2015). All other Australian states do not provide a clear 
number of people required to constitute a party.  
‘Out of control’ youth parties first garnered widespread popular interest in 2008 when 
Corey Worthington (Image 1) ‘shot to fame’ after throwing a party that turned 
disorderly when he was just 16 years old. Worthington acted out ‘every parent's 
nightmare’ (Smith 2015) by staging the event while they were holidaying in 
Queensland. The party turned violent after revellers clashed with police and ‘pelted’ 
vehicles with glass bottles after they were called by concerned neighbours.  
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Image 1: Party boy Corey Worthington  
 
Cresswell, J, 03/09/2008, I’m not the new Corey, says teen party host, Geelong Advertiser 
 
This party had several key features that ensured Worthington and his activities would 
be the subject of considerable popular media attention and debate. First, it was 
advertised on the social media platforms MySpace and Facebook: ‘parents away, tell 
yr m8s, u don wanna miss it, its gonna B huge’ (sic) (Fuda 2015). This raises 
concerns with the potential deleterious effects of unsupervised social media use by 
young people (Steijn, Schouten et al. 2016). Second, the scale of the event and youth 
behaviours warranted debate. Smith (2015) reported that five hundred teenage guests 
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caused ‘carnage’ throughout the streets of Narre Warren South. Intoxicated young 
people used bricks to cause damage to letterboxes police cars while shouting 
obscenities . Police officers, a helicopter and the dog squad were called in to restore 
the peace.  
Third, the party resonated with concerns about the irresponsibility of the next 
generation of young people, as Worthington’s unchaperoned event garnered 
admiration amongst his peers, with an article published in the Age newspaper 
describing him as a ‘legend’ (Farouque and Cooke 2008). This included various job 
offers, including the possibility of earning up to $10,000 working for professional 
promoters (Hastie, Walliker et al. 2008). Worthington’s notoriety also landed him an 
appearance on Big Brother Australia four months after the party was held (Smith 
2015). Fourth, the lack of consequences attached to this incident was disconcerting for 
the wider community. The innovative use of social media and the magnitude of the 
event, elicited a moral panic directed towards young people. The absence of formal 
intervention or punishment intensified this concern by reinforcing the notion that 
young people are in need of additional legal control. A ‘furious’ Christine Nixon, 
Victoria’s Police Commissioner at the time, threatened to bill Worthington’s  parents 
up to $20,000 for the costs of police services (Hastie and Higginbottom 2008). 
However, while this response did not eventuate, as will be seen below and in 
subsequent chapters, demands for a more punitive approach to irresponsible young 
people hosting ‘out of control parties’ are a common response within media reports 
and within public responses gathered in online blog comments.  
Corey Worthington’s party can be likened to a ‘signal crime’. This is defined by Innes 
(2004) as an incident that is interpreted by society that indicates the presence of 
criminogenic risk. These risks can be perceived as personal, or can be seen to threaten 
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social order more generally. Signal crimes change how people feel, think and act 
(Innes 2004) in response to crime. Certain qualities of a signal crime increase 
perceptions of risk. Worthington’s ‘out of control’ party was highly visible, largely 
due to media reports of property damage and destruction. His party was also 
associated with alcohol, which is seen as criminogenic and is construed as a signifier 
for potentially more serious problems related to youth crime (Innes 2004). 
Worthington’s party, and other similar events, can be interpreted as a warning sign 
about risky people that might be encountered in everyday life, which demand a formal 
regulatory response given the extent of public concern it generated in the mainstream 
media.  
A more recent incident involved the death of a young partygoer in Norlane, Geelong, 
in 2016 (O'Rourke 2016). The victim, Nathan Lee Gent, a 26-year-old father of two 
from Melbourne, was stabbed on the driveway after ten ‘gatecrashers’, who are 
uninvited guests, ‘stormed the party he was attending’ (Linley and Hurley 2016). 
Host, Jordan Pavlich said gatecrashers began throwing bottles when they were asked 
to leave and Mr Gent was stabbed when he attempted to separate the fighting groups. 
As with Worthington’s event, this party was also advertised on Facebook 
(Dmytryshchak and Woods 2015). Police and paramedics rushed to Ibis Court, 
Norlane, but were unable to revive Mr Gent. A 17-year-old boy was later arrested by 
homicide detectives in Melbourne (Linley and Hurley 2016).   
Another example also ended in the death of a party guest in Perth, Western Australia 
in 2014. Jamie Devine, a 20-year-old businessman, was stabbed when he tried to 
break up an argument between two attendees (Moulton 2014). Mr Devine was 
celebrating a friends’ 21st birthday when an argument broke out late on January 11, 
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2014. It was not known why the argument escalated, but police estimated 100 people 
were at the house at the time of the incident. Mr Devine was taken to Fremantle 
hospital but died a short time later. A 21-year-old man was also taken to the Royal 
Perth Hospital and a 22-year-old man was treated for injuries in Fremantle Hospital. 
Police arrested a 23-year-old man the next day and charged him with one count of 
murder and two counts of unlawful wounding (Moulton 2014). 
While these incidents appear relatively rare, they are of sufficient concern to generate 
calls for greater regulation of youth behaviour. They also highlight how the 
involvement of social media may exacerbate the problem of parties by the rapid 
distribution of invitations. This process often results in large-scale attendance, usually 
by uninvited gatecrashers who identify these ‘private’ events online. Implementing 
measures to ensure safety at these events can therefore often be futile when private 
premises are infiltrated with gatecrashers who discovered the party through social 
media networks. 
 
What is social media? 
 
Young people have long consumed alcohol in private spaces. However, the manner in 
which they congregate and advertise private gatherings has transformed in an 
increasingly technology driven world. Young people now use online social 
networking sites such as Facebook as a convenient way to communicate and connect 
with friends, family, colleagues and classmates (Ellison, Steinfield et al. 2007). 
Facebook is available on all ‘smart’ devices, ensuring users can instantly and 
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spontaneously stay in touch with acquaintances in a way that is often largely 
unsupervised by non-friends and adults. These media platforms have fundamentally 
altered approaches to social communication (Wood 2016). 
Facebook is currently the most popular social networking platform with over 1.8 
billion active users worldwide (Facebook 2016). This form of online social media 
consists of both individual and business user profiles designed to reach an extensive 
audience. Users are encouraged to post personal details, such as education, 
employment and relationship status on their profile page, upload pictures and add 
other users or ‘friends’. Users also have the ability to message, chat, or comment on 
the profiles of others (Marwick 2008). Facebook’s self-proclaimed ethos is one of 
connecting and sharing personal information (Facebook 2015) which makes social 
media advantageous in readily facilitating social communication. However, social 
networking can be problematic as it is largely unregulated and enables the fast and 
selective distribution of material (Wood 2016).   
While Facebook initially only allowed access to American university students, over 
time, membership requirements were extended to anyone with an email account 
(McCord, Rodebaugh et al. 2014). The guidelines of Facebook are very clear. Terms 
and conditions of membership mandate that members are restricted to people over the 
age of thirteen, and only one profile is allowed per person. All information posted on 
profiles must be current and correct (McCord, Rodebaugh et al. 2014). Unfortunately, 
Facebook has little incentive to enforce these guidelines, as this could potentially 
discourage new members from joining the site. Facebook does provide some privacy 
controls restricting who can view personal information for a specific user profile. 
However, these privacy controls are difficult to find and understand (Christofides, 
Muise et al. 2009), as they are accessed through different pages and are not always 
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clearly labelled. Despite the availability of privacy settings, young people are 
increasingly choosing to share information with strangers online (Krinsky 2013). This 
amplifies the possibility of risk, harm or mischief. Not only is risk allied with sharing 
personal information with strangers, but it is also linked to the disclosure of personal 
or sensitive information to friends through the online platform.  
This culture of information sharing by young people (Krinsky 2013) is arguably part 
of a ‘technopanic’ associated with the use of social media (Marwick 2008). When 
combined with confusing privacy controls, a technopanic focuses on the hazardous 
uses of social media (Christofides, Muise et al. 2012). Increasingly, individuals post 
details of birthday parties and other gatherings on Facebook and other social 
networking sites (Ellison, Steinfield et al. 2007), to alert friends, family, colleagues 
and classmates of these events (Emmerson 2012). Social media invitations are easy to 
create and have the capacity to proliferate quickly (Wood 2016).  Distributing 
invitations online enables young people to quickly and effortlessly organise a party in 
a private space. Information including the address of the gathering, the occasion, start 
and finishing times and other attending guests are often visible to a person’s entire 
social network.  However, problems can arise when Facebook members distribute 
party invitations. Facebook’s inscribed algorithms determine what content appears in 
a user’s ‘News Feed’, or the first page members access when routinely using the site 
(Wood 2016). The News Feed provides a personalised flow of user generated content 
that has been recently posted or liked by friends. The News Feed algorithm measures 
how often posts are liked and shared by others, which sanctions posts with higher 
counts to appear with increased frequency in the News Feeds of other members. 
Consequently, the more Facebook party invitations are liked or shared, the greater 
frequency they will appear in the News Feeds of other platform users. These 
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Facebook algorithms are designed to generate content that users are interested in, 
which further proliferates the spread of online party initiations.  
An infamous example demonstrating how privacy concerns are a major source of 
criticism of social networking sites (Dundas 2012) is ‘Kate’s Party’ (Ramadge 2010). 
Facebook user Kate Miller created a private event through Facebook, which was 
described as ‘a small gathering of friends in my inner-city apartment’. However, 
Miller failed to implement privacy restrictions limiting invitees to Facebook users she 
had accepted as friends. This oversight granted all Facebook users access to the 
details of the occasion, and the ability to invite new attendees. As Image 2 documents 
Kate’s Facebook party invitation accumulated over 30,000 confirmed guests.  
 
Image 2: Kate’s party goes viral  
 
Ramadge, A, 27/04/2010, Kate's Party hoax takes aim at Facebook privacy, Herald Sun 
 
	 17	
A few days after this event was been posted, 60,000 Facebook users confirmed their 
attendance. Despite the event later being described as a hoax, this incident 
demonstrates the ease with which social media invitations can be distributed and their 
potential to lead to uncontrolled parties (Ramadge 2010). Rapid and wide-reaching 
dissemination of information about private parties advertised on social media 
heightens their risk of being inundated with gatecrashers and potential large-scale 
violence.  
There are numerous reported incidents where a party host has used social media to 
circulate invitations (Cox 2011, Dundas 2012, Watson 2013, Chamberlin and 
Danslow 2014) and trouble has ensued at a ‘private’ event. Specifically, gatecrashers 
can be alerted to events simply by monitoring social media. Media reports (Watson 
2013, Thompson and Doherty 2012) often hold gatecrashers responsible for these out 
of control parties, as they attend events without an invitation. Common to this 
reporting is gatecrashers alter  an otherwise orderly organised private event into an 
alcohol-fuelled rampage where young people are frequently harmed (O'Rourke 2016).  
These anxieties associated with the use of social media to promote parties manifests 
in various attempts to regulate the behaviour of young people. As a response, police 
and law enforcement also use social media to enhance their ability to communicate 
and conduct surveillance on the public. Police forces throughout Australia have joined 
social media and now use platforms such as Facebook to alert local residents about 
reported crimes and encourage residents to communicate and seek help from police 
online (Lee and McGovern 2013). Australian police are also increasingly examining 
social media posts to detect crime and perform other law enforcement activities that 
enlist citizens as partners in crime prevention (Goldsmith and Brewer 2015). 
Monitoring new technologies and encouraging online communication with the 
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broader public through social media produces new rationalities of governing crime 
and new modes of policing that are only beginning to be understood. 
Law enforcement agencies increasingly use social media (Lee and McGovern 2013)	
to combat private house parties. An example was the case of ‘Riley’s’ party in 2015 
in the Melbourne suburb of Bayswater (Zervos 2016). Victoria Police responded to 
the party invitation from its official Facebook page, and informed the hosts they 
would ‘be there’. The hosts quickly shut down the party that more than 1000 revellers 
planned to attend. Image 3 is a snapshot of the Victorian Police alerting Riley that 
they are aware of the party. 	
 
Image 3: Police use social media to shut down Riley’s party  
 
Zervos, C, 4/3/2016, Victoria Police have shut down a party in Bayswater via Facebook post, 
Herald Sun 
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This is not the only time Victoria Police has used social media to close down a party. 
Police used Facebook and ‘emojis’ (small digital images that express an emotion), to 
shut down a beach party in the coastal Victorian town of Rye, by replying to the event 
from the official Victoria Police Facebook page. Police ‘thanked hosts for the invite’ 
and notified them that ‘police officers would be attending’ (McComish 2015). This 
event had 192 confirmed guests from a total of 920 people who were invited. It did 
not take long for organisers to close down the event. Image 4 indicates that Rosebud 
Sergeant Tony Paterson said this was a good example of police using humour: ‘we 
appreciate the invite and we’ll definitely be there’.  
 
Image 4: Victoria Police shut down Facebook beach gathering  
 
McCormish, S, 20/1/2015, Victoria Police shutdown Rye beach party with polite RSVP on 
Facebook, Mornington Peninsula Leader 
 
However, the media selection and focus on these private parties is problematic. This 
is because it reflects and encourages a moral panic that exaggerates conceptions of the 
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frequency and associated harms that transpire at private parties. High profile 
occurrences, such as Corey Worthington’s party, heighten concerns about the need to 
control and supervise young people. These rare instances are then used to advocate 
for preventative policies to eradicate similar events in future. One significant response 
offered within all Australian states is that of party registration, an initiative that 
encourages hosts to register their parties with local police. Despite registration being 
optional, it is promoted by police under the supposition that it provides education, 
support and advice to hosts by promoting the responsible organisation and conduct of 
parties to minimise potential large-scale harm. Registering a party is framed by 
Australian police as the pragmatic choice to ensure parties are safe and trouble free 
events where all guests have a good time (SAPOL 2016).   
As the print media has the potential to shape public debate (Welch, Weber et al. 2000) 
they can also provide a platform for producing social change (Byun and Hollander 
2015). Examples includes the scare-mongering tactics of media organisations that 
frame all alcohol consumption by young people as dangerous, then advocating for an 
increase in the legal drinking age (Guppy 2015). Notably, there is an irony in the 
media both promulgating the problem and promoting solutions relating to young 
people, alcohol and private parties. In fact, the media has a long history of promoting 
moral panics about the behaviour of young people by utilising biased language to 
sensationalise and label them as wayward and malevolent (Kappeler, Blumberg et al. 
1996). This type of reporting creates stereotypes and labels that ‘warn’ the public 
about threats to their safety that demand official policy attention (Welch, Fenwick et 
al. 1998). However, the implications of moral panic relating to young people are 
ineffectively researched when associated with the new social media, such as 
Facebook. They are also poorly understood in relation to the phenomenon of youth 
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parties.  
 
The shift towards moral panic and pre-emptive regulation 
 
Moral panic is a term commonly used to describe the reaction to behaviours, often 
undesirable behaviours carried out by young people. Cohen (1972) defines a moral 
panic as typically applying to identifiable groups of people, such as young people, 
who have been portrayed by the mass media as a threat to societal values and interests 
(Gannon and Sawyer 2007). Young people who use social media and host ‘out of 
control’ parties in private spaces have been identified as a threat to the social order, or 
‘folk devils’ (Cohen 1972). Young people are depicted within the media as violent 
and acting in disrespect for the law, which is considered to have a negative social 
impact. They are often held responsible for, and associated with, a wider range of 
social problems than are often conveyed in standard media reports on violent 
incidents. The depiction of a folk devil is often forged by the opinions of ‘experts’, 
who identify regulatory solutions to deal with the problems identified in media 
reports. These solutions can often involve pre-emptive policies targeting young 
people that raise many legal and ethical issues associated with responding to the 
moral panic.  
This is particularly evident in the context of parties, which might involve the 
increased surveillance of private premises. This is known as ‘pre-crime’. Pre-crime 
(Zedner 2007) identifies individuals who have not yet broken the law, but entertains 
the idea that at some point they will. It anticipates problematic incidents that have not 
occurred, or might never occur (Zedner 2010). Pre-crime involves reducing 
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opportunities for undesirable behaviour through predictive social and environmental 
strategies (Palmer 2012) that often involve closer management of identifiable groups, 
such as young people, who are frequently defined by the media most harmful to 
society (Ajzenstadt and Barak 2009). This is achieved through additional police 
powers to combat recognised threats to social order. These powers are aimed at the 
early identification and prevention of possible ‘threats’ (Palmer 2012). To identify 
young people attending and hosting parties as criminal before they have committed an 
offence is problematic, as pre-crime processes tend to validate responses to moral 
panics that have not been properly considered or evaluated (Zedner 2010).  
In Australia, despite state laws declaring it illegal for persons under the age of 
eighteen to purchase alcohol (Altstein and Simon 2008), many young people have 
ready access to alcohol through adults, friends, and private parties (White and Smith 
2008). Concerns with alcohol availability, its low cost (compared to bar prices) and 
public safety have caused a redirection of the sites of alcohol into the private domain 
(Callinan, Livingston et al. 2014). These changes have attracted a new generation of 
young drinkers and new forms of learned behaviour (Roche, Bywood et al. 2007) 
involving alcohol consumption in the home (Heath 1995). This shift, combined with 
media sensationalism of high profile party incidents has resulted in an increased panic 
surrounding young people, alcohol and private parties. Concerns surrounding young 
drinkers, particularly in private spaces, now appear to be part of  a moral panic. In 
other words, by dramatising the rare occurrences of ‘out of control’ parties, the media 
fuels broader concerns about youth alcohol consumption and antisocial behaviour as 
key areas of community concern and high priorities for governmental regulation 
(Rossow 2003, Lindsay, 2009). The media play a central role in this process, by 
continuously exaggerating the commonality of extreme behaviours and the apparent 
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ever-present and realistic threat of these dangers (Flynn, Slovic et al. 2001), resulting 
in a greater level of social apprehension directed towards young people (Besley 
2010).  
Quick and effective public indignation can engineer a panic about specific types of 
deviance (Young 1971). Media coverage incites public fear of an apparent social 
problem (Becker and Rubinstein 2011) and influences whether and how policy 
makers perceive a problem that appears worthy of further regulation (Jernigan and 
Wright 1996, Cunneen and White 2007). Graphic headlines depicting ‘Rocks, flares, 
bottles hurled at police at out of control South Lake party’ (Hickey 2012) stress the 
urgency for immediate preventative action and help legitimise further regulation to 
control young people. Public concern can then become misdirected, and anxiety and 
fear increase in relation to these perceived threats. As the moral panic gains 
momentum, politicians and various other crusaders combine to define and combat 
these dangers through reactive public discourses, laws, and policies (Krinsky 2013), 
based largely on stories circulated in the media (Duffy, Wake et al. 2008). This 
process legitimises broader demands for extreme and fast-tracked policies to control 
behaviours that are considered to be problematic (Cunneen and White 2007). 
Popular media assist in the construction of these problems, and often lead campaigns 
to suppress these perceived threats. As a moral panic begins with a rare and specific 
event, there is a sense the media play a crucial role in agenda-setting by selecting 
which incidents to report, which then contributes to the identification of methods to 
resolve these issues. Social media engagement has the potential to impact the agenda-
setting process (Milivojevic and McGovern 2014) as the coverage of extreme 
incidents of youth disorder can prompt and encourage hasty reactions towards young 
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people with “current policy flawed by political expediency and knee-jerk responses to 
perceived problems” (Cunneen and White 2007 p. 256). 
Public perceptions can often justify policies that encroach on civil liberties, as young 
people are potentially criminalised on the basis of public anxieties (Crawford 2008). 
News media can structure overall tones of various crime control debates. Studies have 
found that the media have a role in shaping public policy (Callaghan and Schnel 
2001), by framing youth behaviour in terms of its unpredictability, public fear and 
deserving of more adult or governmental surveillance (Kelly 2000). This intersection 
of media reporting and the political exploitation of community fears obstructs the true 
understanding of alcohol consumption by young people in private spaces and the 
development of responsible approaches to understanding young people and their 
social media practices. The case of Corey Worthington signifies this fear and how 
certain forms of media reporting can reinforce the need for misguided and reactionary 
policies. Pre-emptive policies targeting young people raise many legal and ethical 
issues, particularly with respect to increased surveillance on private premises. To 
identify young people attending and hosting parties as criminal before they have 
committed an offence is problematic, as pre-crime processes tend to validate 
developments that have not been properly evaluated (Zedner 2010).  
Concerns over youth parties and alcohol have led to the introduction of various pre-
emptive measures, in addition to police surveillance of Facebook invitations. Under 
section 3 of the Liquor Control Amendment Act 2011 (Vic) (which amended section 
119 of the Liquor Control Reform Act 1998 (Vic)), secondary supply legislation was 
implemented in Victoria in 2013. This legislated against unsanctioned alcohol supply 
to underage persons on private premises. Adults must not supply alcohol to a minor at 
a private place unless the adult is a parent or legal guardian of the minor (Roche, 
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Steenson et al. 2013) or the parent or guardian has given written or verbal permission. 
This legislation attempts to reduce young people’s access to alcohol in private spaces 
and gives parents and guardians greater control over when and where their children 
consume alcohol. This legislation is pre-emptive in that it supposes that young people 
who consume alcohol while supervised in private spaces will ultimately come to 
harm. Secondary supply legislation also shifts legal responsibility onto adults who 
allow young people to consume alcohol on their property. A secondary supply charge 
can result in a $7,000 fine per underage person found to be consuming alcohol in a 
private residence without parental permission (Devic 2013).  
Another pre-crime strategy to prevent alcohol related harms in private spaces is the 
option to register parties with police. Australian police encourage party hosts to 
register their events before they take place. Information available from the Victoria 
Police website (VicPol 2014) includes advice on the provision of alcohol, 
transportation, food, and security arrangements in private homes. Victoria Police 
promote the benefits of party registration as:  
‘minimising the risks to safety at parties such as violence, intoxicated guests, 
or gatecrashers so that hosts and their guests can stay safe and have fun’ 
(VicPol 2014).  
The process to register a party is largely the same in most Australian states and 
territories. This includes reading literature about organising a party recommended by 
police, completing a registration form and downloading posters indicating to guests 
that the event has been registered. These posters are ideally displayed at the entrance 
to a party in an attempt to deter potential gatecrashers. Image 5 outlines the advice on 
party registration provided by Victoria Police. 
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Image 5: How to register your party 
 
Victoria Police, screen shot, 17/02/2016, How to register your party, Victoria Police Party 
Safe Program 
 
Party registration is framed as the responsible choice of hosts to alert police that the 
event is planned. Thus, hosts decrease the likelihood of antisocial behaviour and 
offences occurring by providing police ‘with the opportunity to prevent incidents’, 
even though there is no guarantee they are able check on the progress of a party as a 
matter of course (VicPol 2014). This program aims to provide information to parents 
and property owners aimed at minimising the risk of harms associated with private 
parties, including those caused by intoxicated guests or potential gatecrashers. 
Western Australia Police also encourage hosts to register parties in the belief this:  
‘is a useful deterrent and warning to those who might plan on gate crashing a 
party or otherwise cause trouble in the vicinity of the premises’ (WAPOL 
2015).  
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However, Western Australian Police qualify this warning by indicating that 
registering a party does not mean police will provide any direct security at the event. 
Police will only attend a registered party if there is a specific request to do so or if it is 
in the public’s interest to maintain community order and safety.  
Australian police also strongly advise hosts to avoid using open invitations on social 
networking sites (Drysdale 2013). By adhering to police guidelines, hosts may help 
reduce the risk of incidents at any private party (Breen 2011) by providing police with 
an online or written registration form, which includes information such as the 
occasion, date, starting and finishing times, number and average age of guests, 
whether the party has been advertised on social media as a public or private event, 
and information on whether it will be supervised by adults. These guidelines also 
encourage hosts to hire private security guards, notify neighbours, and decide whether 
alcohol will be available or if partygoers can ‘bring your own’ (BYO). Formal party 
registration requires hosts to document their strategy to combat excessive alcohol 
consumption by guests and special provisions govern whether and how alcohol will 
be consumed or served to underage guests, including mandatory written consent 
forms to be provided by the parents of underage attendees (VicPol 2014). By 
registering a party, hosts provide police with details they need to know if they are 
called to the premises ‘to quickly and effectively deal with the incident’ (Thomas 
2010). This pre-crime strategy is marketed as a means to prevent antisocial behaviour 
and ensure a quick response to parties if trouble arises. Party registration has almost 
become an essential component of hosting a party, as registration is framed as a 
rational choice of the host and an important safety precaution that will reduce the 
chance of antisocial behaviour.  
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Party registration and the implementation of secondary supply laws are examples of 
regulations driven by moral panic. When such policies are informed by fear and 
political pressure (Becker and Rubinstein 2011), they are often ineffective in 
responding to problems that have not been adequately investigated (Grube and 
Nygaard 2005). These initiatives may be politically driven responses to the perceived 
crisis of young people and their partying behaviours, based on the media reporting of 
high-profile parties such as the one hosted by Corey Worthington. Secondary supply 
implies a ‘safety net’ for parents with children attending parties at other houses, as the 
registering of parties implies a sense of security because hosts are making the event 
safe. These initiatives may play on popular fears of young people as represented in the 
media rather than the reality of private parties going awry.  
 
Thesis outline  
 
The uncontrolled party involving young people in private spaces potentially allows 
unconstrained access to alcohol. The use of social networking to encourage large-
scale attendance by other young people raises further political and police concerns 
over undesirable, antisocial and risky youth behaviour that lacks adequate formal or 
informal social controls (see Schrad 2007). The result is inconvenience, incivilities 
and at times criminal conduct, such as noise, vandalism and assaults.  This thesis 
argues that the limits on the state to police private spaces, along with the dangers of 
social networking in promoting collective anti-social activity and binge drinking 
amongst young people (Nesi, Rothenberg et al. 2017) have reached the level of a 
moral panic. Private house parties have become so unwelcome that penalties 
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specifically implemented to control parties have grown substantially and 
disproportionately (Hae 2011). Reports of assaults involving party attendees and 
responding police officers (Cresswell 2008), large-scale damage to property (Breen 
2011) and noise complaints (Van den Berg 2011) are driving current moral panic and 
the perceived need to regulate private parties.   
This thesis investigates how well-publicised incidents of disorderly youth parties in 
print and online media fuel debates that heighten social anxieties about the need to 
supervise young people and their behaviour in the private domain (Cunneen and 
White 2007). The media continuously exaggerate the commonality of extreme 
behaviours by young people (Flynn, Slovic et al. 2001), which often results in greater 
levels of public concern. An analysis of media language, combined with the reactions 
of those who comment on reports documenting young people and private parties, is 
useful as this can demonstrate how news readers discuss and debate issues that are 
reported in mainstream the media (Domingo and Heinonen 2008). Those who 
comment on these stories (known as ‘bloggers’) are individuals who share their 
personal opinions in an online environment, providing a voyeuristic view into the 
perceptions of the authors (Chenail 2011), often immediately after reading the article. 
These perceptions are worth examining (Boicu 2011) as ‘blogging’ provides a 
commentary that the individual found interesting or worthy of critique (Gil de Zuniga, 
Lewis et al. 2011). Blog posts provide a means to share views on a particular topic, 
making them valuable for qualitative research, as they provide a conduit to 
understanding public thoughts and feelings about the content of news articles (Chenail 
2011). Although blog posts do not necessarily represent the spectrum of public 
opinion, they can be viewed as important reactions to the media’s reporting style and 
its effects on individual readers.   
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To date, no research has examined the relationship between media reporting of parties 
and the role of blog posts in either magnifying or tempering societal perceptions of 
this behaviour. This analysis will examine if bloggers are critical of pre-crime and 
policing measures to respond to parties, or if media representations contribute to 
anxieties about parties.  Knowledge gathered to pre-empt harms (O'Malley 2004), 
demands for improved self-regulation through the increased responsibilisation of 
parents and guardians (Giddens 1998), combined with high profile parties such as that 
of Corey Worthington, demonstrate a progression of untested policies. This thesis 
examines how these issues are potentially fostered by negative media reporting of 
disorderly youth parties, in line with the analysis of blog comments by readers that are 
solicited by media organisations that accompany these reports.  
 
Literature in the field of young people, private parties and the growing role and 
implications of contractual governance is explored in Chapter 2. It is argued the 
media generate a moral panic, which results in problematic forms of governance that 
respond to media representations in a selective way (Crawford 2003). Chapter 2 also 
considers current evidence of alcohol consumption now occurring in private spaces to 
provide the backdrop for understanding how reactive policies surrounding the 
regulation of private parties are formulated, and the extent to which such policies are 
a result of the theoretical idea of moral panic about young people generated by the 
media. Chapter 3 discusses how content and discourse analysis will be used to 
examine both media portrayals and perspectives of the blogging community relating 
to young people, alcohol and parties. Chapter 4 analyses media reports of disorderly 
house parties from Victoria and Western Australia between 2008-2015. Chapter 5 
examines the reactions of the blogging community towards young people who host 
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parties in private spaces by analysing blog posts that corresponded with the news 
articles analysed in Chapter 4. Finally, Chapter 6 summarises the impact that 
sensationalist media language has on perceptions regarding young people, alcohol and 
private parties within the blogging community. This examination also includes 
insights on subsequent policies that have emerged since this study was completed, and 
how these initiatives are viewed in dealing with problem of private parties. 
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Chapter 2 
Literature review 
Introduction 
 
The connection between moral panic and pre-crime is linked to evidence that details how 
populist media have a large influence on the perceptions of crime held by the public and 
politicians. This enables the media to recurrently induce false fears and misleading and 
simplistic solutions to seemingly ‘urgent’ crime problems (Valverde 2006). Public fears 
result in the demand for instant solutions, which may cause further regulatory problems rather 
than appropriately targeting or reducing the original ‘problem’. These circumstances have 
become apparent in relation to young people and parties. Media sensationalism has 
compounded public fear, and fuelled the demand for instant solutions. This results in 
ineffective pre-crime (Zedner 2010) regulatory techniques. 
Moral panics are closely linked to media reporting about crime and risk. Krinsky (2013) 
defines a moral panic as:  
“an episode, often triggered by alarming media stories and reinforced by reactive laws 
and public policy, of exaggerated or misdirected public concern, anxiety, fear, or 
anger over a perceived threat to social order” (Krinsky 2013 p. 1).  
Thompson (1998) provides some additional characteristics of a moral panic. First, the 
problematic behaviours must be volatile, arise suddenly and create significant public anxiety. 
This ensures individuals targeted by the panic are viewed with pronounced dislike (Goode 
and Ben-Yehuda 2009). Second, harms associated with the moral panic must be 
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disproportionately lower than the level of public concern. This is because media share the 
values of a dominant culture and portray the behaviour of other individuals or groups as a 
threat to the social order. Sensationalised media publicity and reporting gives rise to panic, 
even though the overall frequency of problematic events is quite low (Thompson 1998). 
Third, there must be a consensus amongst society and primary definers including police, 
politicians and regulators, that certain behaviours, such as youth parties, are a problem that 
demands the implementation of formal policies to reduce their occurrence (Goode and Ben-
Yehuda 2009). Finally, the key component of the moral panic is that the causes of the 
apparent breakdown of acceptable social behaviours often remain unaddressed (Thompson 
1998). 
The media’s exaggeration of both the frequency and harms associated with private parties 
plays a central role in the process of creating a moral panic. Media coverage incites public 
fear of an apparent social problem (Becker and Rubinstein 2011) and influences whether and 
how policy makers perceive a problem that appears worthy of further regulation (Jernigan 
and Wright 1996, Cunneen and White 2007). The inflated commonality of extreme 
behaviours and the apparent ever-present and realistic threat of these dangers (Flynn, Slovic 
et al. 2001) results in a greater social apprehension towards young people (Besley 2010).  As 
the moral panic gains momentum, politicians and primary definers identify methods to 
combat these dangers through reactive public discourses, laws, and policies (Krinsky 2013), 
based largely on stories circulated in the media (Duffy, Wake et al. 2008). Callaghan and 
Schnel (2001) found the media play a central role in shaping public policy by framing youth 
behaviour as risky, and therefore more deserving of governmental surveillance (Kelly 2000). 
Young people are potentially criminalised on the basis of these public anxieties (Crawford 
2008) rather than the realistic occurrence of harm.	
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The coverage of rare, yet extreme incidents of youth disorder can prompt hasty reactions with 
“policy flawed by political expediency and knee-jerk responses to perceived problems” 
(Cunneen and White 2007 p. 256). This process legitimises broader demands for extreme and 
fast-tracked policies to control behaviours that are considered to be problematic (Cunneen 
and White 2007). 
The prevention and early detection of criminality and antisocial behaviour at private parties 
can be referred to as a form of pre-crime (Zedner 2007). A recent example of pre-crime 
occurred in 2008 when the Australian federal government attempted to implement a 70% tax 
on pre-mixed alcoholic drinks, known and ‘alcopops’. This tax was based on the assumption 
promoted by the media that young people excessively consume alcopops and subsequently 
engage in antisocial behaviour (Skov, Chikritzhs et al. 2011). Conversely, academic research 
does not always support this assertion. Kisely and Lawrence (2016) found the 
implementation of the alcopop tax was not associated with a decrease in Queensland hospital 
admissions among young people for alcohol-related harms. Bita (2013) also reported that 
rather than deter young drinkers, the increased tax led to young people seeking alternate self-
mixed beverages not impacted by the tax that were potentially more potent. Ultimately, a 
moral panic persuaded the Australian government to establish the pre-emptive tax that was 
largely ineffective in reducing young people drinking and related harms (Zedner 2010).  
Additional pre-emptive responses to the moral panic of private parties involve secondary 
supply legislation (Section 3 of the Liquor Control Amendment Act 2011 (Vic) (which 
amended section 119 of the Liquor Control Reform Act 1998 (Vic)), (s.119 (5)(e)), police 
encouraging party hosts to register their events (WAPOL 2015) and the close monitoring of 
social media (Goldsmith and Brewer 2015) with online intervention when evidence of a 
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potentially out of control party is detected (Zervos 2016). All of these preventative techniques 
focus on the control of future behaviour that may not occur (Ashworth and Zedner 2008). 
Political and public discourse discusses private parties as if their outcomes are predetermined 
(White and Mason 2006). Therefore, these pre-crime measures have a tendency to validate 
themselves before they are subject to adequate evaluation and debate (Zedner 2010). 
In light of this connection between moral panics and pre-crime measures related to youth 
parties in private properties, this chapter reviews available literature relating to young people, 
alcohol, media portrayals and social media habits. It provides a framework for considering 
the ramifications that arise relating to young people who host disorderly parties in private 
spaces. As the context of alcohol consumption for young people has shifted away from 
licensed premises and more towards private spaces (White and Smith 2008), the reasons and 
issues arising from this change will be examined. This analysis will also highlight the role of 
the media in promulgating negative perceptions of young people and parties. As numerous 
studies (Hadas, Judit et al. 2014, Xie and Zhao 2014, Lawson and Strange 2015, Wilson, 
Kenny et al. 2015) demonstrate, the media are perceived to be a reliable source of 
information. However, this confidence may influence negative public perceptions of youth 
parties and the implementation of premature or unviable policies to address youth behaviour. 
This chapter also discusses the increasing use of social media platforms, such as Facebook, 
among young people. Research shows that young people regularly rely on social media to 
facilitate rapid communication (Karklins and Dalton 2012) but are largely unaware of the 
importance of privacy settings. This oversight can be problematic particularly when 
distributing party invitations (Steijn, Schouten et al. 2016). Finally, the positives and 
negatives of analysing media blog posts are examined. Despite the absence of Australian 
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studies implementing blog analysis as a methodology, overseas studies (Drezner and Farrell 
2008, He and Chen 2014, Van de Velde, Meijer et al. 2015) use this process to examine the 
relationship between this form of data and various crime and justice issues. 
 
Youth and alcohol consumption 
 
The reasons why young people choose to drink at home and in private spaces may have 
ramifications for the implementation of specific regulatory strategies and subsequent public 
perceptions of their effectiveness. Drinking on private property is growing at a faster rate 
than drinking on licensed premises (Hadfield, Lister et al. 2009) but the focus on alcohol-
related harm in contemporary youth policy continues to focus on the visible consequences 
and harms in public spaces (Miller, Pennay et al. 2014). It is acknowledged that there are 
difficulties relating how the drinking behaviours of young people in private spaces is 
understood, as access to reliable data makes it difficult to research these issues.  
White and Smith (2008) examined alcohol consumption patterns of high school students, 
using randomly sampled self-report survey students enrolled between Years 7 and 12 in the 
Australian government, Catholic and private education sectors. Participants were asked to 
identify whether they believed they were current or non-drinkers, whether they consumed 
beer, wine, spirits or pre-mixed drinks, the source of their last alcoholic drink and the location 
where it was consumed. Current drinkers were also asked how they accessed their last 
alcohol drink, and where it was consumed. The most common sources of alcohol for current 
drinkers were parents (33.7%) and friends (22.4%), while the common contexts of 
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consumption were the family home (27.4%), a friend’s home (22.2%), or a party (31.6%) 
(White and Smith 2008). Overall, the majority of student participants indicated they had 
consumed their last drink under adult supervision (56.3%), yet a slightly lower percentage of 
current drinkers (54%) reported being supervised while at a party.  
Gronjaer, Vinther-Larsen et al. (2010) completed a similar study examining the context of 
alcohol use in Denmark. This involved a cross-sectional survey with a representative sample 
of the Danish population aged over 16 years. The study population was divided by age, drink 
preferences and preferred drinking contexts, but multiple response options limited the 
identification of the primary drinking context. It was found participants from 16 to 20 years 
of age consumed alcohol in three main social contexts: at home (75.3%), at a friend’s house 
(68.1%) or at a party (72.4%). Overall, the context of alcohol consumption among young 
people was most frequently in private spaces (92%) (Gronjaer, Vinther-Larsen et al. 2010).  
Foster, Read et al. (2010) examined why private premises were increasingly the preferred 
drinking context for young people and adults in London, England. This study involved four 
focus groups to identify why participants choose to drink at home. All participants were 
current drinkers who reported consuming alcohol in private and public property, using 
prompts including: ‘why do you drink at home?’ and ‘on what occasion do you drink in a 
licensed premises?’ (Foster, Read et al. 2010). The discussions rarely followed a linear 
structure, but identified several key themes including a preference for consuming alcohol at 
home due to convenience, cost (Labhart, Graham et al. 2013) and safety (Squires 2008).  
Callinan, Livingston et al. (2014) examined alcohol availability as an additional reason for 
the preferred context of its consumption in private space. Data was obtained from 
respondents to the Alcohol Consumption and Purchasing Study. A total of 2020 people from 
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across Australia were administered a computer assisted telephone interview. This study found 
that as friends and family often provide alcohol to young people at home, they avoid any 
restrictions that would be imposed on consumption in licensed premises (Callinan, Livingston 
et al. 2014). Minimum legal age requirements (Scholes-Balog, Hemphill et al. 2013), 
responsible service (Graham, Miller et al. 2014) or other forms of regulation and supervision 
(White and Smith 2008, Foster, Read et al. 2010) are also not readily enforced in private 
settings. 
Compared to past alcohol consumption practices, current studies indicate that young people 
are increasingly consuming alcohol in private spaces (White and Smith 2008) rather than the 
night time economy (NTE) where much current research is focused (Miller, Pennay et al. 
2014). They also suggest formal youth policies appear are designed to manage the contextual 
shift in the drinking practices of young people in the private sphere (Foster 2012; Callinan 
2014). Despite no standard definition of the NTE being available, this term is commonly 
linked to studies examining the economic and social effects of alcohol consumption on 
licensed premises, including in bars, clubs and restaurants that operate after daylight hours, or 
public behaviour that occurs in the vicinity of these businesses after dark.   
However, effective initiatives to regulate consumption in private spaces must be informed by 
evidence, rather than moral panics. The reliance on media perceptions and rare occurrences 
of ‘out of control’ parties may impact the effectiveness of proactive strategies to reduce 
alcohol consumption, particularly in largely unregulated private spaces (Foster, Read et al. 
2010, Hargreaves 2012). Ironically, restrictions implemented to reduce alcohol use and 
related harms in licensed premises may have had the unintended consequence of displacing 
consumption to private spaces (Barton and Husk 2012).	
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Youth and media 
	
The print media possesses a unique power to shape public debate on complex social issues by 
emphasising topics that are considered to warrant reporting (Welch, Weber et al. 2000), and 
providing ideas about the need for social and regulatory change (Byun and Hollander 2015). 
As the media exert considerable influence on the development of social attitudes (see Duffy 
2008; Daykin 2009) there is some irony to these developments, as the media both promulgate 
the problem and promote a selective array of potential solutions.  
Data related to the occurrence of private parties does not exist. This means there is no process 
to accurately determine if the number of disorderly or violent private parties is increasing. 
However, it is possible the media sensationalises atypical events (Vista 2015) to generate a 
misguided panic surrounding this problem that appears to justify the urgent implementation 
of regulatory responses (Campbell 2002). As the partying behaviour of young people appears 
to be presented as a breach of acceptable social norms (Yar 2007), private house parties 
reported in the media have captured the attention of politicians and the wider community, 
leading to campaigns for intrusive and potentially punitive interventions (Ashworth 2004). 
Sensationalist media coverage and consistent exaggeration of the dangers posed by private 
parties has inflamed public rhetoric (Hier, Lett et al. 2011) to justify greater police powers 
and additional policies (Welch, Price et al. 2002). Therefore, it appears that moral panic and 
the demands for preventative intervention, rather than evidence-based research, inform these 
and related policies that specifically target young people. This process mirrors available 
research on the media’s depictions of young people (Callanan 2012).  
The media can also employ biased language to sensationalise and label those involved in 
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crime (Kappeler, Blumberg et al. 1996). Such forms of emotive propaganda fuel the creation 
of criminal stereotypes that ‘warn’ the public about threats to their safety, which in turn 
further justify formal policy attention (Welch, Fenwick et al. 1998). Such crime reporting is 
often associated with perceptions favoring immediate criminal justice intervention (Welch, 
Fenwick et al. 1998). By projecting official images of crime and criminal justice (Surette 
1992) that are commonly traced to governmental sources with seemingly high levels of 
credibility, such as politicians and law enforcement officials (Welch, Price et al. 2002), the 
media generates self-fulfilling conceptions of crime (Becker 1967) that promote specific 
criminal justice agendas or policies. This serves to generate public support for the need to 
regulate the crime problem and thereby authorising certain preferred preventative strategies. 
Welch, Fenwick et al. (1998) used content analysis to examine how equivalent crime 
problems are socially constructed in four major U.S. newspapers. Their research was 
undertaken to comprehend how the media emphasize the different perspectives of primary 
definers of crime problems and justice policy. Primary definers examined in this study 
included state managers, such as politicians and law enforcement officials, compared to 
professors and researchers. Published quotes and comments by these two groups found state 
managers offered the primary ideological images of crime, whereas more in-depth analysis 
revealed researchers are often called on by the media to provide explanations for why crime 
occurs (Welch, Fenwick et al. 1998). This study found that while the media convey certain 
messages about crime, state managers often distort its nature and extent. The result is a false 
image of public disorder, particularly involving offences committed by young people. 
Consequently the media contributes to the creation of moral panics through a form of 
propaganda that selectively prioritises the opinions of certain primary definers in positions of 
political authority (Welch, Fenwick et al. 1998). These findings support assertions that crime 
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news is created for public consumption and shaped according to dominant political ideologies 
that justify certain forms of social policy.  
A ‘signal crime’ (Innes 2004) is an approach to capture the social processes by which 
particular types of criminal and disorderly conduct are considered to have a disproportionate 
impact upon fear of crime. The specific incident, in this case a private party, might be quite 
infrequent, but operates as a sign that further incidents may occur and become progressively 
more dangerous. A signal crime is a measure of how society interprets and defines these 
incidents, and how these perceptions inform regulatory responses. The central proposition of 
a signal crime is that the particular ‘problem’ will be considered by the media to be of urgent 
social concern, which shapes public perceptions of risk. As ‘out of control’ parties are 
especially visible, they are interpreted as a signal that warns the general public about 
potentially risky behaviour by all young people. The prominence of Corey Worthington’s 
party can be likened to a signal crime (Innes 2004), as media portrayals generated public 
fears and demands by the media for immediate regulatory solutions (Dowler 2006). This 
process then raises questions about the extent to which primary definers, or actors who shape 
social control policies communicate these messages to the public. Through the media, 
primary definers often generate impressions of ‘problems’, which can either reduce fears 
about parties, or increase perceptions of risk. Generally, media discourses amplify this sense 
of public insecurity, rather than reassure society that such incidents are isolated.  
 
Mccombs (1997) also studied the impact that these types of media portrayals can have on the 
formulation of justice policies. Media reporting can define public interests by means of the 
‘agenda setting theory’; a term within social science that stipulates the media can 
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significantly influence community perceptions about crime and its control. Through the 
selection and display of news media items, newspapers exert a powerful effect on the public, 
by drawing attention to problems and issues that impact the community. Research shows that 
media coverage in general is biased towards negative events (Duffy, Wake et al. 2008), 
which ensure that over time, priorities reflected in news media coverage can become part of 
the public agenda (Mccombs and Bell 1996). This analysis found that news media could set 
the public agenda and influence the salience or prominence of various crime and social 
issues, which consequently demand the attention of the public. It may be that news media do 
not consciously set the agenda, but might inadvertently do this based on the processes for 
selecting daily news stories (Duffy Wake et al. 2008, Mccombs 1997). 	
	
Combined with agenda setting (Mccombs 1997), the media are also perceived as a reliable 
source of information. Xie and Zhao (2014) investigated the perceived credibility of online 
and traditional forms of news media in China. Questionaries were distributed to students 
majoring in Journalism and Mass Communication courses across three major universities in 
Beijing. Respondents were asked to complete a 5-point Likert scale, examining whether they 
viewed the media as ‘believable’. This study found respondents indicated media reports are 
‘very believable’, which provides evidence that public perceptions of media credibility are 
high (Chan, Lee et al. 2006) irrespective of the truthfulness and accuracy of particular stories. 
However, as much Chinese media is subject to state control, this may impact perceptions of 
the reliability of reporting content (Tai 2014). 
Another study examined the effects of media bias in Ireland (O'Connell 1999). A qualitative 
analysis of crime stories appearing in four Irish newspapers, spanning tabloid and broadsheet 
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services, was carried out over a two-month period. The study analysed 2191 articles, or an 
average of 43 articles per day. The press portrayal of crime in Ireland was examined as a 
potential determinant of public opinion. It was found that the Irish media distorted the 
phenomenon of crime by over representing extreme incidences and demonstrating a 
preference for reporting on predatory offenders (O'Connell 1999). Events that are reported 
with greater frequency tend to be more easily remembered, and crime stories are often 
selected not because they are representative of real-world events, but because they are 
‘attention grabbing’ (O'Connell 1999). The reporting tactics of the Irish media may have  
contributed to the increased fear of crime (McCullagh 1996), despite relatively low crime 
rates. This study concluded that the Irish public perceives it is facing a law and order crisis, 
which may be attributed to media representations of crime.  
Pickett, Mancini et al. (2015) examined public perceptions of crime based on levels of media 
interest. Participants were recruited throughout Florida, America, by random telephone 
surveys. Only adults aged over 18 years were permitted to participate, and were asked about 
their attitudes towards crime based on their reliance on the media for information. Results 
found the mass media is often a primary source of information about crime (Callanan 2012, 
Pickett, Mancini et al. 2015), as respondents generally lacked any personal experience with 
the criminal justice system. As media coverage of crime is often inaccurate and biased 
(Dorfman and Schiraldi 2001), such reporting can amplify anxieties about crime problems 
and generate panic about atypical and infrequent events that result in the implementation of 
punitive and untested policy responses. Given the findings outlined in the research studies 
discussed so far, it is clear that inflammatory reporting techniques describing parties as ‘out 
of control’ (Hickey 2014) and ‘violent’ (Thompson 2012) have the potential to influence 
public perceptions of young people and their behaviours that can have damaging flow on 
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effects (Wood 2016). The media emphasis on uncommon chaotic private parties may result in 
the public misconstruing their actual frequency, while also generating inaccurate perceptions 
of youth crime and how it should be policed.  
This moral panic enables new forms of regulation to be implemented (Hier 2003), based on 
the perception of previous social and policy ‘failures’. This progression of thought supports 
the implementation of additional forms of control so future cases of problematic behaviour 
can be prevented (Garland 2001). Concerns about social problems, potentially stimulated by 
media reporting techniques, has progressed into governmental policy reactions that include 
hefty fines, prison terms (Withey 2013) and compelling hosts to register events with police 
(Balding 2011). Concern surrounding the consumption of alcohol in private spaces has also 
been accompanied by various over-zealous modes of policing (see Palmer and Warren 2014) 
including the tendency to pass under-researched and ineffective legislation targeting 
unwanted and undesirable behaviours (Farmer 2016). The criminalisation of providing 
alcohol to young people in private spaces through secondary supply laws (Scherer 2010) and 
framing party registration as essential in limiting the harm caused by young people (VicPol 
2014) are two examples of responses which aim to enhance the regulation of young people 
and alcohol consumption on private property. 
 
Youth, social media and policing 
 
Social networking sites are increasingly popular, particularly among young people (Alrajehi 
2016). Technological advances, such as Smart phones, make Internet communication more 
accessible. There has been a in criminological research which seeks to understand the nature 
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of citizen participation via digital and social media in response to significant criminal events 
(Ellis and McGovern 2016). Social media allows individuals to follow and comment on 
events as they unfold, as well as participate in debates about responses and reforms (Powell 
2014). The increasing use of social media platforms, such as Twitter, has provided citizens 
with a public voice on crime issues that is relatively immediate and has widespread public 
circulation (Powell, Overington et al. 2017). 
 
Facebook, a popular social media platform, allows individuals to create their own profile, 
upload personal information, publish photos and form selective connections with other users 
or ‘friends’ (Karklins and Dalton 2012). Social networking sites play a significant role in the 
lives of young people and can influence the way users to relate themselves and each other. 
Young people are also susceptible to many risks in online environments, as they do not 
always understand that their behaviour can be potentially harmful to others, or themselves 
(Karklins and Dalton 2012). The criminogenic potential of Facebook must be acknowledged, 
as it can provide a platform for transmitting content that promotes or teaches criminalised 
acts (Wood 2016). Social media has the capacity to distribute information to large audiences, 
allowing undesirable forms of consumption, or contentious comments by any individual who 
has access to the Internet. 
 
Research by Saeri, Ogilvie et al. (2014) examined young people’s perceptions of risk on 
Facebook, specifically relating to privacy protection. The 119 respondents were first year 
psychology students from an Australian university who completed a questionnaire assessing 
their perceived levels of risk and trust of other Facebook users. The concept of privacy has 
become a significant concern for Internet users as information disclosed can be stored 
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indefinitely and accessed or copied without a person’s knowledge (Sparck-Jones 2003).  This 
study found that when participants perceived information as important, they were more aware 
of the need to protect it by activating online privacy controls (Karklins and Dalton 2012). 
However, Facebook privacy needs are subjective, and users may believe they already have 
sufficient levels of control of personal information they share through social media platforms 
(Saeri, Ogilvie et al. 2014).  
Despite concerns that young people are not fully aware of the privacy implications of using 
social media, it might be that they simply have a different idea of what privacy entails. A 
study by Steijn, Schouten and Vedder (2016) recruited a representative sample of the Dutch 
population to examine the uses of social networking sites and privacy regulation among 
different age groups. Respondents were recruited based on age and whether or not they used a 
social networking site. This study found that young people in the 12-19 and 20-30-year-old 
age brackets were less concerned with privacy compared to participants aged 31 years and 
over. The  ‘care-free’ attitude to privacy was viewed a generational trait, given younger social 
media users were born and increasingly live in a digital environment (Palfrey and Gasser 
2008).  
These studies suggest that young people either are not overly concerned about maintaining 
privacy settings on Facebook (Steijn, Schouten et al. 2016), or that they believe they have 
implemented adequate privacy safeguards for information they have posted online (Saeri, 
Ogilvie et al. 2014). Either way, young people are potentially at risk of harm as distributing 
personal material on social media, including invitations to private parties, often occurs 
without appropriate consideration of privacy issues (Minear 2013). 
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Law enforcement agencies are increasingly deploying proactive strategies with social 
networking sites as a response to the fears of youth disorder and the need to protect young 
people. In recent years, police organisations have become aware of the importance of 
producing positive images of police work through new media. This image is a response to 
challenges in modern policing, including increased public fear of crime, the perceived crisis 
in policing by consent and the proliferation of social media (Lee and McGovern 2010). Social 
media strategies are seen as a way of raising the profile of police, to improve public 
perceptions about police work and address the public appetite for more police (Lee and 
McGovern 2013). Police are also monitoring social media in light of problems that have 
emerged relating to young people and parties. They have recognised a need to develop a 
‘criminal interaction order’ (Goldsmith and Brewer 2015) involving new types of social 
encounter by acquiring information through the Internet and related communication 
technologies.  
 
Blog posts – what are they? 
 
Blog posts can loosely be defined as any form of online commentary. The author of a blog 
posts is referred to as a ‘blogger’, or someone who shares their thoughts and expresses 
individual perspectives online for public viewing (Garden 2007). They are publically 
accessible comments that capture and present experiences and opinions of the writer, which 
can be positive, negative, critical, descriptive or directed toward any topic considered worthy 
of interest. Blog posts represent thinking in progress, as blogs are often not edited, corrected 
by external sources and appear online in their original format (Drezner and Farrell 2008).  
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As the ‘blogosphere’ has grown, organisations and individuals are increasingly adopting this 
form of commentary on newsworthy issues (Welch, Price et al. 2002). Most magazines, 
newspapers and political commentaries now have blogs, which enable readers to contribute 
their thoughts about a particular issue. Businesses increasingly use blogs for advertising, 
promotion, and to measure customer satisfaction (Drezner and Farrell 2008). Blog posts are 
also interactive and allow others bloggers to respond to each other, which has transformed the 
blogosphere into an online space where discussion and debate can take place (Domingo and 
Heinonen 2008).  
There are many types of blog posts. However, for the purpose of this study, the term ‘blog’ 
describes comments left by individuals in response to a media report. Newspaper blogs allow 
readers to comment about the subject of the original news report (Dailey, Demo et al. 2008). 
Although posts are often infrequent, and are sometimes moderated or censored by media 
outlets, blog posts may be an important method of critically examining mainstream media 
reporting, although specific correlations between media reporting and frequency of such 
postings remains unknown (Drezner and Farrell 2008). 
It is difficult to link blog posts to individuals, which makes demographic analysis of the 
blogging population impossible. While this information is not vital to the purposes of this 
study (Clark, Duckham et al. 2015), it does raise some difficulties regarding the identification 
of offensive to specific bloggers. In response to this problem, blog post moderation is 
becoming more common (Garden 2007) with some newspapers omitting the blog option in 
potentially inflammatory news stories to avoid offensive posts. Another limitation with blog 
analysis is accuracy, as there is no way to conclusively prove the content within the blog post 
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is correct. It is argued that language, tone, style, and possible inaccurate knowledge make 
blog post examinations meaningless (Garden 2007).  
However, the research possibilities and issues involved with online commentaries on social 
issues are relatively unexplored. It is generally recognised that online platforms offer a new 
frontier for social research (Hookway 2008). Audiences are no longer passive consumers of 
news, but are choosing, and being asked to, participate in the news making process (Lee and 
McGovern 2013). The increasing growth and popularity of blogs and their analysis creates 
new opportunities for conducting studies about information communication, and the reporting 
of crime. This form of analysis can process large amounts of textual data quickly and 
effectively to gain insights into particular topics. For example, He and Chen (2014) used 
content analysis and blog mining to analyse how small businesses are impacted by their 
engagement with the online blogging community. Small businesses often have limited 
financial resources and a small number of employees, which puts them at a disadvantage in 
terms of large data analysis. However, the recent trend towards small businesses marketing 
social media to engage customers has provided greater scope for market research.  
He and Chen (2014) investigated the blogging traffic for 20 small businesses, including 
restaurants, retail stores and personal care stores (such as nail and hair salons), in Virginia 
Beach, America. These small business owners were frustrated at the lack of perceived benefit 
in operating social media platforms for their business, and subsequently did not engage with 
them often. However, the analysis of blog traffic found that bloggers gauge opinions and 
perceptions of the small business based on its social media activity. He and Chen (2014) also 
found that bloggers increasingly valued small businesses that engage with customers online. 
Another study by Hadas, Judit et al. (2014) measured the online scholarly impact of blogs as 
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an alternative to academic journals. Ten academic journals between 2009 and 2010 were 
examined for the frequency and content of blog posts responding to published articles. This 
study found that the blog posts could be used as an alternative information source, as blog 
posts cited academic sources as frequently as the peer-reviewed journals (Hadas, Judit et al. 
2014). Overall, these studies show that blog analysis is a promising method to understand 
Internet based data and trends that can translate into many areas of criminology. 
Wilson, Kenny et al. (2015) examined whether blogging has the potential as a useful tool for 
qualitative research. This study analysed 44 articles between 2007 and 2014, with the 
majority of studies originating in the U.S. The findings indicate blog posts have potential as 
a qualitative research tool for a range of purposes, including data collection, as they have 
particular application for accessing populations beyond the physical reach of researchers 
(Wilson, Kenny et al. 2015). Given the global commitment to online research, this study was 
welcomed as an essential first step to for future qualitative research using blogs. 
Anecdotal evidence suggests blogs are a valuable source of information. Despite the focus of 
Drezner and Farrell (2008) on blogs and politics and He and Chen (2014) on small business 
engagement, their potential value to other fields is important. These studies mapped the ways 
blog posts may impact and change politics, legal outcomes and media campaigns. Drezner 
and Farrell (2008) found that evidence gathered from blog posts could shed light on 
important issues for political science and public choice. In addition, Hargittai, Gallo et al. 
(2008) found that online data analysis could be used to map the political conversations and 
nature of arguments that take place between bloggers. Using data from blogs to map the ways 
in which political dialogue actually occurs potentially opens up major new research 
possibilities for political and criminal justice communication.  
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Despite these possible benefits, scholarly research has little to add about the viability of blog 
research. This is not because research is too theoretical, but rather because it is nearly non-
existent. As Drezner and Farrell (2008) and He and Chen (2014) show, the blogosphere may 
provide an opportunity for understanding the circumstances under which blog participants 
may become key information brokers, or how online social conventions allow these actors to 
coordinate solutions to common problems and comment on their impacts. This is because 
social media and blog post communication is increasing (Alrajehi 2016). Although blogs are 
just over 10 years old, they are of intensifying interest as they have potential to reinvigorate 
public debate about significant issues, including crime (Garden 2007). They may provide 
useful anonymous perceptions (Chenail 2011) involving non-primary definers of these social 
issues, who read news reports and question actual or proposed responses to private parties. 
This remains extremely valuable for qualitative research about public attitudes and responses 
to significant news items (Boicu 2011). As Australian newspaper blogs are under-researched, 
it is unknown how blog posts might relate or contribute to meaningful debate about crime 
news. 
 
Conclusion 
 
This review of the role and influence of media coverage informs the rationale for this thesis. 
Australian media discussions of private parties are important to examine, as the way policy 
responses are currently shaped may be ill-informed, and driven by inaccurate perceptions of 
both the rare occurrence of parties and the harms correlated with their frequency. Relying 
wholly on media portrayals and presumed societal concerns to instigate formal policy 
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response is likely to be ineffective in dealing with the ‘problem’ (Fergusson 2007). Policies 
such as secondary supply laws and party registration programs may create ‘false promises’ 
regarding what the police and governments can do to promote safety for young people who 
consume alcohol in private. There is also a clear lack of comprehensive data related to the 
nature or frequency of private parties that become violent or ‘out of control’ (Prior 2009). In 
the absence of such data, public perceptions that are often derived from media representations 
form the principal source of evidence on the responses to this issue. This also has potential to 
shape or counter the direction of government policy (Squires 2006).  
Despite media insistence that parties are a significant concern and that social media is partly 
responsible for the apparent problem of youth parties in Australia, concrete evidence of a 
serious issue regarding young people, social media, alcohol and private parties remains 
limited. Nevertheless, government policies appear to have emerged to calm public anxieties 
about private parties. It may be that excessive regulation generates further negative 
perceptions of youth behaviour (Hae 2011) and the risks associated with their use of social 
media to organise collective gatherings, such as private parties (Sparck-Jones 2003). When 
combined, these two variables are likely to fuel unwarranted fear and over-regulation 
generated by misleading media reporting. In other words, current responses to regulate 
private parties appear to be a visible reaction to the perception they are a frequent occurrence 
(Foster, Read et al. 2010). While efforts are implemented to educate young people and 
parents about the irresponsible choice (Strachan and Flaherty 2012) to engage in excessive 
alcohol consumption by hosting parties that can attract criminal sanctions (Yar 2007), it may 
be a more substantive evidence based approach that acknowledges the complexities of the use 
of social media and different drinking contexts of young people is preferable.  
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Chapter 3 will outline the methodology for this study. Content and discourse analysis will be 
used to examine both media portrayals of youth parties in newspaper articles from two 
Australian states, and corresponding and public perceptions in blog posts responding to these 
articles. The key themes emerging from this analysis will be presented in Chapters 4 and 5.
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Chapter 3 
Method 
Introduction 
 
This chapter outlines how content and discourse analysis will be used to examine both media 
portrayals and public perceptions of young people and private parties where alcohol is 
consumed. The method involves accessing newspaper articles reporting on young people and 
parties, and analysing key terminology within the content to identify general tone and subject 
matter covered in each article. This analysis will provide a detailed account of the trends in 
newspapers reports examining ‘out of control’ parties involving young people. Secondly, 
blog posts associated with this sample of newspaper articles will be examined to identify key 
themes and gauge the messages blog posts convey about young people, alcohol and parties. 
Overall, this analysis will identify themes in the media content and the discursive 
representation of violent youth parties in the corresponding blog posts.  
 
Rationale 
 
Media analysis is common in criminological research that seeks to understand how crime 
problems and official responses are conveyed to the public (Prichard, Watters et al. 2015). 
For example, Welch, Weber et al. (2000) examined newspaper articles to identify why certain 
correctional issues are more newsworthy than others. A content analysis of 206 articles from 
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the New York Times used sophisticated coding of direct quotes attributed to policy makers to 
determine whether or not they supported the government’s correctional strategies. This study 
found that the definitions of crime by primary definers of these problems, such as politicians, 
were dominant in media reports about correctional policies. Content and discourse analysis 
showed considerable levels of ‘agenda-setting’ to support favoured governmental views 
about and potential regulatory responses to deal with these problems. These results 
demonstrate crime news is a product manufactured by the media enabling state managers to 
define and set the agenda for advocating certain policy or administrative solutions to crime 
problems.  
Palmer, Warren and Miller’s (2012) study also used discourse analysis to investigate media 
reports documenting the implementation of identification (ID) scanners in Geelong 
nightclubs. An analysis of the content and discursive readings of 23 articles examining 
alcohol related violence in Geelong’s daily newspaper identified how ID scanners were 
viewed as a key response to limiting violence in the Geelong nighttime economy. This study 
found the Geelong media used several well-recognised reporting techniques, including a 
focus on serious offences and statements indicating a progressive increase in rates of crime 
and disorder, which magnified the scale of alcohol related violence and the potential 
vulnerability of nightclub patrons to support the initial trial of ID scanners in 2007. The 
results showed how local media advocated for the adoption of ID scanners by emphasising 
the problematic drinking activities of young people, while failing to report on alternative 
harm reduction measures or privacy concerns emerging from this technology.  
These studies demonstrate media analysis can be an important analytical tool for identifying 
how particular criminological issues are framed in ways that have potential to influence 
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public views on the need for certain regulatory responses. In this thesis, this logic is 
examined in relation to the media’s promulgation of social myths surrounding young people 
and private house parties (Caswell 2012). As a social ‘gatekeeper’ that determines which 
issues and policy responses are newsworthy, the media can shape public perceptions about 
young people and their behaviour (Philo, 2008, Daykin, Irwin et al. 2009). For example, in 
the Palmer, Warren et al. (2012) study, the media emphasised that unless certain venues 
implemented ID scanners, Geelong’s NTE would inevitably experience a rampant and 
unmanageable crime spree (Tucker 2009). Content and discourse analysis of media sources, 
combined with ‘opinion mining’ such as using information technology to evaluate trends in 
online data that deal with crime and other social issues (Layton, Watters et al. 2010), can 
reveal how official government and agency opinions are conveyed in news sources, which 
reflect their status as primary definers of criminality to promote specific policy agendas. Such 
research has the additional benefit of presenting little or no risks in terms of human ethics, as 
the data is on the public record, and most blog posts are made anonymously or with 
unidentifiable pseudonyms.  
As the media often report on stories that engage general public interest (Guo and Lai 2015), 
content and discourse analysis of crime reporting and solicited online comments on specific 
stories offer a valuable measure of public sentiment towards the issue and any related policy 
responses outlined in media reports. In examining prevailing media discourses relating to 
young people, alcohol and private parties, this study involves a two-step process that 
examines media representations of young people and parties, and analyses blog posts 
associated with these articles as a reflection of visible societal perceptions of the incidents 
themselves, and the official law enforcement and policy responses they produce. Overall, the 
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aim of this study is to explore how media portrayals have shaped a particular view of parties, 
and whether blog posts mirror or challenge these descriptions.	
	
The process of content and discourse analysis 
 
Content analysis codifies written text into various groups or categories (Unerman 2000). This 
enables systematic description and trend analysis of written text, based on common themes or 
categories identified within the text that are based on predetermined criteria (Campopiano 
and Massis 2015). Content analysis enables trends across a wide range of written 
information, including media sources, to identify research categories and classify these 
reliably and validly. 
Discourse analysis supplements content analysis by investigating the use of language in 
different social contexts. This is achieved by examining how language shapes social 
meanings and knowledge about certain problems (Tonkiss 2004). To the discourse analyst, 
language is the primary way knowledge about the social world is formed. Discourse analysis 
attempts to interpret how language constructs and organises how social phenomena are 
depicted in news media to convey selective messages about how criminological issues are 
understood.  
Discourse analysis identifies different perspectives in the interpretation of language and 
explores how these views are socially negotiated. Emphasis is placed on patterns of talk or 
written language, their impact on the formation and reproduction of social meanings about 
certain phenomena and their role in empowering or disenfranchising certain institutions, 
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individuals and viewpoints (Potter 1996). Discourse analysis identifies that knowledge is 
socially constructed in quite specific ways that produce and reflect varied interpretations of 
language (Bacchi 1999). Discourses can take many forms, such as popular ideas and expert 
accounts involving a single utterance, a fragment of talk in a private conversation, or the 
systematic ordering of common linguistic terms, rules and conventions (Tonkiss 2004).  
This research involves a systematic study of news articles about young people and parties, 
including the messages and tone of media coverage about this problem (Gilling 2010). This 
type of analysis is able to reveal dominant and hidden discourses that are emphasised or 
omitted in articles about young people and parties. By matching the various discourses in 
each report with the content and emphasis of social commentary solicited on each story, it is 
possible to gain valuable insights into key and missing themes about disorderly parties and 
their regulation.  
 
Content and discourse analysis of media content and ‘blogs’ 
 
Identifying newspaper articles relating to young people hosting parties on private premises 
was the essential first step in this study. Reports in this study commence in 2008 to 
correspond with Corey Worthington’s infamous party, which took place on 12th of January 
2008 (Devine 2008). Searches initially utilised three platforms; Google (the most popular 
internet search engine with 3.5 billion users daily), Newsbank (an online database that stores 
electronic copies of newspaper articles worldwide) and news websites from the Herald Sun, 
Geelong Advertiser, Berwick Leader, Know Leader, WA Today and Perth Now. Victoria and 
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Western Australia were the two Australian states selected for this research. These two states 
were selected as they returned the majority of articles relating to young people and parties. 
Consistent search terms were used in each platform to maintain uniformity across each 
database and news sources. Terminology was limited to ‘youth’, ‘party’, ‘alcohol’, ‘house’, 
‘wild’, ‘police’, ‘violent’ and ‘teen’, to acquire relevant articles relating to young people, 
alcohol and parties occurring in private spaces. These search terms were used in 
combinations of three key words for each search. This produced 229 articles relating to 
young people and private house parties throughout Australia between years 2008-2015.  
Articles that were originally identified through Newsbank were traced to the original 
newspaper website. This was to determine whether the article contained any blog posts 
connected to the story. This required the input of key details, such as the article title and 
author, into specific publication websites, which returned both the original online version of 
the article and the public comments. Articles that did not yield blog posts were then excluded, 
resulting in omission of 187 stories involving private house parties from this study. The 
location and source of the remaining 42 articles were then limited to two states, Victoria and 
Western Australia. This filtering procedure resulted in a total sample of 19 articles. These 
searches were not designed to provide a complete or fully representative sample of the 
regularity of parties, but to gain a sense of articles that solicit public comments involving 
young people, alcohol and private parties. As such, the themes identified through the content 
and discourse analysis of this data offer significant representations of how youth parties are 
commonly depicted in Victorian and Western Australian print media (Grbich 1999). 
The second part of this study examines comments posted by individuals in response to the 
articles in this sample. As digital versions of print newspapers are increasingly soliciting 
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comments from readers (Carson 2015), this provides a rich, yet largely unexplored source of 
data about public perceptions of young people, parties and formal policy responses. 
Technological advancements ensure online communication on matters of interest (Rettberg 
2008), such as interactive message boards and discussion threads (Tremayne 2010), are an 
important measure of public attitudes towards certain issues. The act of ‘blogging’ (Boicu 
2011) includes conversations between anonymous people on the internet, including their 
thoughts and reflections that are intended for public consumption. Investigations of blog 
posts have a limitless audience, are entirely subjective reactions to a particular event or 
report, and are therefore independent from formal government influence (Chenail 2011). 
They allow a platform for online public debate, deliberation and expression (Bruns and 
Jacobs 2006).  
The number of blogs posts collected for this analysis varied for each article, and across news 
sources in both states. There was no clear relationship between the number of articles and the 
number of blog posts collected. Table 1 itemises the number of articles in the total sample of 
11 Victorian and 8 Western Australian articles, including their titles, the source, and the 
number of blog posts each article elicited. The Victorian articles produced a total of 275 blog 
posts, and Western Australia, 677. For the overall analysis, 952 blogs were collected between 
2008-2015 across both states.  
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Table 1 – Number of blog posts for each Victorian and Western Australian article 
Victoria 
 
Western Australia 
Title Source and Date 
 
Posts  Title Source 
and Date 
 
Posts 
I'm not the new Corey 
Worthington, says teen party 
host 
 
Geelong Advertiser 
3/09/2008 
 
47 Out of control party captured 
by air 
Perth Now 
01/01/2012 
156 
Police crackdown on repeat 
offenders – war on noise 
louts 
 
Geelong Advertiser 
24/03/2011 
 
22 Eight out of control parties 
anger police 
Perth Now 
11/03/2012 
190 
Party out of control Geelong Advertiser 
13/06/2011 
 
26 Dog squad set lose on wild 
parties 
 
Perth Now 
16/03/2012 
204 
Youths brag about trashing 
Pakenham house 
 
Berwick Leader 
22/03/2012 
 
3 Organisers of out of control 
parties could be jailed under 
new laws 
 
Perth Now 
25/09/2012 
79 
Animal house destroyed as 
young revellers go feral 
 
Herald Sun 
22/03/2012 
12 Bricks, bottles thrown at 
cops: Five arrested at wild 
northern suburbs party  
 
Perth Now 
01/11/2013 
14 
Hundreds attend violent 
house party in Narre Warren 
South 
 
Herald Sun 
26/03/2012 
74 Bricks, bottles thrown at 
police at Roleystone out of 
control party hosted by 15-
year-old girl  
 
WA Today 
09/11/2013 
8 
Clayton mum wins right to 
party as court allows her to 
continue organising wild 
underage events on Facebook 
 
Herald Sun 
10/12/2013 
10 Empty Kenwick home turned 
into party house for 100 Perth 
teenagers 
Perth Now 
04/10/2014 
17 
Knox police expected to 
probe response to Bayswater 
party where 15-year-old was 
coward punched 
 
Knox Leader 
26/08/2014 
5 Police forced to break up out 
of control party in Bentley 
Perth Now 
08/11/2014 
9 
Babysitting bouncers: Parents 
hire security to avoid wild 
teen parties 
 
Herald Sun 
11/12/2014 
9    
Teens’ party chaos as empty 
homes invaded around 
Melbourne 
 
Herald Sun 
22/03/2015 
6    
Police and neighbours 
alarmed as party boy rakes in 
$1200 a night organising 
raves for teens in 
Melbourne’s suburbs 
 
Herald Sun 
29/03/2015 
61    
  Total 
275 
  Total 
677 
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Although newspaper organisations can censor or block readers from writing a comment, 
which is particularly important with inflammatory comments (Moses and Hornery 2012), the 
number and types of blog posts in this study provide an extremely rich insight into public 
attitudes towards the original media article and the posts of other bloggers (Boicu 2011). 
While there is no guarantee of truth or accuracy of a blog post, this medium represents a 
potentially transparent and unedited view of the thoughts of readers at the time they read the 
article (Bruns and Jacobs 2006). Potentially, blog posts can have important agenda setting 
powers by creating focal points for formal media reporting in the future (Drezner and Farrell 
2008) or questioning the views of primary definers.  
Using grounded theory to generate concepts for classifying unexplored research topics 
(Charmaz 2006), this study developed 11 thematic classifications. This involved several 
coding and recoding steps (Strauss and Corbin 1990), consisting of an initial open coding 
process. This requires assigning all data to a particular category, then a further step of 
refinement, organisation and analysis using previous categories to identify common thematic 
clusters.  
These categories were further divided by their high, intermediate or low frequency of 
occurrence in each state. The three categories that comprised more than 20% of the overall 
number of posts in each state were classified as high frequency, the intermediate categories 
represented posts capturing less than 20% but more than 1% of the total blog posts examined, 
and the low frequency categories encompassed less than 1% of the overall blog comments.  
These divisions were determined from the data itself, and the logical classification to assist 
with breaking up the quantity of posts into a manageable form.   
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Table 2 demonstrates the categories identified for this analysis and describes the key issues in 
each of the eleven thematic clusters. These categories were designed to encompass general, 
common and unpopular perspectives surrounding young people and the regulation of parties. 
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Table 2: Eleven blog classification categories and their content  
Nature of 
Post 
Category Description Frequency 
Positive The party was not 
perceived to be an issue 
The party viewed as non-
problematic 
Intermediate 
 Comments of a positive 
personal nature 
Positive personal commendations 
from friends of the party hosts, 
praise for the police, and positive 
characteristics of young people 
 
Intermediate 
Negative Comments of a negative 
personal nature 
Negative personal attacks, 
including comments directed to 
the host of the party, police who 
attended the party or general 
criticisms of young people 
High 
 Party host at fault Comments suggesting the young 
person who hosted the party is 
wholly responsible 
Intermediate 
 Calls for increased punitive 
action 
Comments suggesting ‘more 
must be done’ to combat the 
problem of private house parties, 
including increased fines, 
compulsory jail time, compulsory 
community service, deportation 
and physical violence 
High 
 Police attendance 
exacerbated the problem 
Comments suggesting police 
attending the party created more 
problems  
Intermediate 
 Irresponsible parenting Comments suggesting the party 
was the fault of the parents and 
guardians of the hosts, regardless 
of whether they were in 
attendance  
Intermediate 
Neutral Comments on the socio-
economic standing of the 
party suburb 
Comments linking the socio-
economic status of the suburb to 
the disorderly party  
Intermediate 
 Comments directed towards 
other commenters 
Comments responding to 
previous comments by other 
bloggers  
High 
 Reference to social media Comments referring to social 
media as a possible cause 
Intermediate 
 Reference to party 
registration 
Comments referring to party 
registration as a preventative 
measure  
Low 
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This classification process enabled detailed analysis of content and discourses of both the 
original article and accompanying blogs based on key themes emerging in written texts. 
These includes content and discourses surrounding the perceptions of parties being 
problematic, opinions related to the police presence at parties, views on actual or desired 
punishments and the relationship between parenting capability and youth disorder. Despite 
the expectation of negative associations with young people and alcohol use (Rind and 
Bauserman 1993), it is notable some positive classifications were drawn from the sample of 
blog posts analysed in this study. 
 
Conclusion  
 
The methodology outlined in this chapter is important for analysing media representations of 
parties and related public blog comments. Studies including Welch, Fenwick et al. (1998) and 
Palmer, Warren et al. (2012) have used similar techniques of content and discourse analysis 
to gain extensive and reliable data on media reporting practices, with both studies alluding to 
a strong influence the media can have on public perceptions surrounding crime, alcohol 
fuelled disorder and related policy responses. This method is particularly useful for 
understanding the development and acceptance of measures to curb youth alcohol 
consumption through normative assumptions advocating complete abstinence (Lindsay 
2009). When young people break these expectations, the media may produce exaggerated 
accounts of actual events which generate a moral panic and increased pre-crime regulation of 
youth behaviour (Zedner 2010). Therefore, media reporting techniques dealing with young 
people, alcohol and private parties, especially if they involve the perspectives of primary 
66	
	
definers, may have significant effects on future policy and preventative action. As fear, anger, 
worry and feelings of vulnerability are common responses to signal crimes (Innes 2004) blog 
posts are a potential source to reaffirm or counter these measures. 
Chapter 4 provides a detailed analysis of the content and discourses associated with the total 
sample of 19 media reports obtained from Victoria and Western Australia. This chapter 
summarises the key information surrounding each incident, focusing the young people, 
evidence of alcohol consumption and the nature of disorder at the party. This analysis is 
based on a detailed examination of dominant and missing discourses in each news article. 
Chapter 5 involves an equivalent analysis of corresponding blog data in both states, using the 
eleven mutually exclusive categories identified in Table 3 to identify popular opinions 
associated with the problems surrounding youth parties triggered by the initial media report.  
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Chapter 4 
Parties in the News 
Introduction 
 
This chapter analyses the 19 news articles that are the primary form of data collected in this 
study. This will be achieved by providing a detailed summary of the articles from both 
Victoria and Western Australia and highlighting the specific issues raised in the media 
reports of the parties. The article summaries outline that the media’s use of language in this 
sample negatively frames young people, alcohol and private parties in a manner that 
potentially shapes concerns about the need to further regulate these behaviours. The public 
reaction to the articles and the issues raised will be analysed in the corresponding blog posts 
examined in Chapter 5. 	
 
Newspaper Data 
 
As indicated in the previous chapter, this study examines 19 articles involving news stories 
concerning young people, alcohol and private parties. The sample came from two states, 
Victoria (n = 11) and Western Australia (n = 8), and was obtained from newspapers: the 
Geelong Advertiser, Perth Now, Berwick Leader, Herald Sun, WA Today, and the Knox 
Leader. Corey Worthington’s ‘out of control’ party in 2008 was the starting point for this 
examination. The result was an investigation into the reporting of disorderly parties that 
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occurred after these gatherings, with the analysis ending in 2015. The sample is small, as it is 
confined to articles with reader comments enabled, allowing individuals to leave a blog post 
response to the story. Table 3 summarises all articles examined in this analysis, and 
documents the title and date of publication by state. 
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Table 3: Newspaper articles included in the analysis by state 
Victoria Western Australia 
Title Date Title Date 
I'm not the new Corey 
Worthington, says teen 
party host 
Geelong 
Advertiser 
03/09/2008 Out of control party 
captured by air 
Perth 
Now 1/01/2012 
Party out of control Geelong 
Advertiser 
13/06/2011 Eight of control parties 
anger police 
Perth 
Now 11/03/2012 
Police crackdown on 
repeat offenders – war on 
noise louts 
Geelong 
Advertiser  
24/03/2011 Dog squad set loose on 
wild parties 
Perth 
Now 16/03/2012 
Youths brag about 
trashing Pakenham house 
Berwick 
Leader 
22/03/2012 Organisers of out-of-
control parties could be 
jailed under new laws 
Perth 
Now 25/09/2012 
Animal house destroyed 
as young revellers go feral 
Herald Sun 22/03/2012 Bricks, bottles thrown at 
cops: Five arrested at 
wild northern suburbs 
party 
Perth 
Now 1/11/2013 
Hundreds attend violent 
house party in Narre 
Warren South 
Herald Sun 26/03/2012 Bricks, bottles thrown at 
police at Roleystone out 
of control party hosted 
by 15-year-old girl 
WA 
Today 9/11/2013 
Clayton mum wins right to 
party as court allows her 
to continue organising 
wild underage events on 
Facebook 
Herald Sun 10/12/2013 
Empty Kenwick home 
turned into party house 
for 100 Perth teenagers 
Perth 
Now 4/10/2014 
Knox police expected to 
probe response to 
Bayswater party where 
15-year-old was coward 
punched 
Knox 
Leader 
26/09/2014 
Police forced to break up 
out-of-control party in 
Bentley 
Perth 
Now 8/11/2014 
Babysitting bouncers: 
Parents hire security to 
avoid wild teen parties 
Herald Sun 11/12/2014 
 
Teens' party chaos as 
empty homes invaded 
around Melbourne 
Herald Sun 22/03/2015 
Police and neighbours 
alarmed as party boy rakes 
in $1200 a night 
organising raves for teens 
in Melbourne’s suburbs 
Herald Sun 29/03/2015 
70	
	
Table 3 indicates the majority of news stories were obtained from the Perth Now (7) and the 
Herald Sun (6). The Geelong Advertiser produced three, whilst W.A Today, Knox Leader and 
Berwick Leader returned one result each. It is clear from the headlines of each article that the 
discourses examining youth parties are immediately sensationalist. Examples of media 
language that can fuel panic and ideas of fear (Guo and Lai 2015) and construct a sense of 
crisis (Gannon and Sawyer 2007) include ‘Party out of control’ (Breen 2011) and 
‘Babysitting bouncers: Parents hire security to avoid wild teen parties’ (Thompson 2014). 
The material outlined below builds on these initial themes by presenting a detailed 
chronological analysis of the content of Victorian and Western Australian reports into violent 
youth parties in this sample, focusing on the nature of the party, police responses at the scene 
and policy recommendations identified in the media narratives. 
 
Victorian reports 
 
The first report in the Geelong Advertiser on the 3rd of September 2008 involved a 15-year-
old’s house party in Belmont that spiralled into an ‘out of control boozy riot’ (Cresswell 
2008), comparable to that of notorious party boy Corey Worthington described in Chapter 1. 
The host, Jordan Sciortino, expressed his displeasure at this association, stating: ‘I’m not the 
new Corey, he’s a goose, he doesn’t know how to control his parties’ (Cresswell 2008).  
The report indicates the first police on the scene were forced to retreat and later return with 
every available unit in the area due to high levels of violence from partygoers. The article 
indicates that police were attacked with bottles, a brawler van was damaged, and cannabis 
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and knives were discovered on the premises. Sciortino, the host, claimed ‘police started the 
violence when they used their batons to evict guests onto the street’ (Cresswell 2008). 
However, Geelong Chief Inspector Wayne Carson denounced claims of police brutality. One 
of the first police to attend the party, Senior Constable Matt Plunkett stated, ‘a 16-year-old 
tried to king hit a female police officer, and police wielded their batons in self-defence’. 
Police arrested and cautioned three teenagers, but said no charges would eventuate. Jordan’s 
mother was also criticised as the supervising adult. She supported and encouraged the event, 
and was heavily intoxicated when police arrived. Despite the violent episode, she defended 
her son claiming ‘he is not a troublemaker; he is 15 and like all kids do stupid things’ 
(Cresswell 2008). 
A similar incident reported in the Geelong Advertiser on the 13th of June 2011 indicated 
police were called to a party in Ocean Grove at 8pm, and confronted by 60 teenagers who 
had responded to an open invitation on Facebook. Two police officers were assaulted whilst 
arresting the supervising adult (Breen 2011). The 49-year-old woman was held in police 
custody before she was released. She was expected to receive a summons for allegedly 
assaulting police and resisting arrest. The party was organised by her 17 year-old son, and 
turned violent after the woman was arrested, with ‘partygoers throwing bottles and cans at the 
18 attending officers and 11 patrol cars, while others smashed a police car windscreen’ 
(Breen 2011). Police used capsicum spray to control the situation, with some police members 
receiving minor injuries. 
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Image 6: Damage sustained to a police vehicle responding to the party   
 
Breen, D, 13/06/2011, Party out of control, Geelong Advertiser 
 
Police were ‘disgusted’ with the partygoer’s behaviour and believed their parents had little 
idea about the whereabouts of their children, or their actions at the event. Detective Senior 
Sergeant Dave McTaggart said police were: 
… clearly far from happy with that sort of arrangement and we hold the parents of the 
kids pretty much responsible for having no idea where their kids were going and 
where they were. Unless parents start taking responsibility instead of giving their kids 
a green light to go out and cause mayhem, we’ll have to step it up to the next level 
because we don’t want police members hurt in any circumstances (Breen 2011).  
Neighbours described the behaviour of those at the event as ‘feral’ and indicated they were 
fed up with wild parties occurring in their street, claiming they have become weekly events 
(Breen 2011). They also praised police for their quick response and said the situation could 
have been far worse.  
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In response to these two incidents in Geelong, the Geelong Advertiser reported on the 24th of 
March 2011 that Victoria Police would concentrate on reducing party noise (MacDonald 
2011) and related harms. Sergeant Andrew Wharmby stated individuals who offend in these 
circumstances tended to ‘use noise as a bit of an intimidation tactic’ against disapproving 
neighbours. Police claimed loud music from house parties makes locals feel trapped, insecure 
and unsafe in their homes, often frightening neighbours and leading to violent confrontations. 
Sergeant Wharmby affirmed all local noise complaints would be added to a database at the 
Geelong police station as part of the statewide Victoria Police records system. Every time 
police would receive a noise complaint, they would be able check for previous complaints 
lodged against the individual and address (MacDonald 2011). This was seen to help with 
issuing on the spot fines of $597 for failing to reduce noise. Under this trial, police would 
also investigate possible court action against any residents who generated unreasonable noise 
on three separate occasions under the Environmental Protection Act. No further details were 
outlined regarding the implementation or administration of this scheme. The trial was set to 
run for three months, after which it would likely expand across Victoria if it was deemed a 
success.  
On the 22nd of March 2012, the Berwick Leader reported ‘terrified’ neighbours contacted 
police to complain about noise levels at an 18th birthday party in Pakenham (Strachan and 
Flaherty 2012). Partygoers flipped concrete tables and chairs, while another ‘took a lawn 
mower from the garage and began to ride it through the house’. Police attended the party four 
times in four hours before it was finally shut down at 11pm. As the ‘wild’ behaviour was 
reaching its peak, police were attending to other duties, including a serious highway accident. 
74	
	
Police considered laying charges of underage drinking against several youths in attendance 
but did not proceed.  
In the aftermath of this incident young people continued to brag about ‘trashing’ the interior 
of the home on Facebook. A social media page dedicated to showcasing the mayhem titled ‘I 
survived Pakenham Open House’ promised a repeat performance of this incident in the near 
future (Strachan and Flaherty 2012). As a preventative measure, police officers highlighted 
the importance of hosts adopting enhanced security arrangements when organising a party, 
and to register their parties with police to reduce the risk of large-scale violence and 
antisocial behaviour (Strachan and Flaherty 2012).  Acting Inspector John Thexton pleaded 
with people planning parties: 
… to realise the potential for their size and scope to get out of hand. Social media can 
increase that risk. And it’s not always the host who invites the uninvited guests. There 
is a real need to think about responsible security to protect against things getting out 
of hand, and this happened in this case (Strachan and Flaherty 2012). 
The Herald Sun also reported on this incident, indicating that a house was ‘wrecked’ by 
youths during a ‘riotous’ party promoted on Facebook. Holes were punched in ‘almost every 
wall and ceiling, windows were smashed and doors were torn from their hinges’ (Buttler and 
Flower 2012). Householder Jackson Arru said the 18th birthday party started off ‘civilised’, 
but as the night continued more than 100 youths arrived and the party ‘started to get out of 
hand’. The host said he put his head through a plaster wall, which incited others to begin 
destroying the interior of the house with their feet and hands. At one stage, a ‘lawnmower 
with the motor running was pushed down the hallway, and didgeridoo was used to smash a 
light’ (Buttler and Flower 2012) The host stated he did not know the majority of attendees: 
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‘don’t ask me who came, I didn’t know everyone, I thought the house was going to get burnt 
down’ (Buttler and Flower 2012).  
Victoria Police initially responded to complaints from concerned neighbours about loud party 
music on the property and removed one underage drinker. Police confirmed they had 
attended the property, but the male occupant of the house declined to make a complaint even 
though police eventually closed the party down. The day after, amongst piles of rubbish and 
plaster dust, Arru argued the party ‘wasn’t that crazy’ (Buttler and Flower 2012) and was 
considering when to host his next event.  
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Image 7: The host of the house party in Pakenham was left with a horror clean up  
				
Buttler, M and Flower, D, 22/03/2012, Animal house destroyed as young revellers go feral, Herald 
Sun	
 
On the 26th of March 2012, police shut down a violent house party in Narre Warren South. 
‘Terrified’ neighbours could only watch ‘in darkness, not knowing if youths would vandalise 
their property’ (Thompson 2012). The inside of the house sustained significant damage, with 
the ‘base of a shower recess punctured, a washing machine tipped over by two female guests, 
a timber table destroyed and door handles torn off’. Neighbours said the ‘fights spilled onto 
the streets, with spectators egging the brawlers on’ (Thompson 2012).  Residents observed 
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youths ‘packed into the back of a ute while others were sitting on top of moving vehicles’. 
The Herald Sun reported that when police arrived at 1 am to disperse the crowd, most of the 
underage partygoers quickly hid in neighbours’ front yards and in a nearby park to avoid 
detection. Officers from Dandenong Police Station later confirmed they successfully moved 
revellers on from the address.  
Another example reported in the Herald Sun on the 10th of December 2013 (Minear 2013), 
focused on a Melbourne mother of five who fought for her right to organise ‘wild underage 
parties’ on Facebook. Strict conditions were imposed on these parties after Victoria Police 
took Michelle Rose to Moorabbin Magistrates Court, charging her with continued breaches of 
the peace. Rose had hosted more than ten parties across Melbourne in a six-month period, 
many of which were held at her private home in Caulfield. Teenagers aged between 14 and 
17 were charged $35 to attend these alcohol-free events advertised on Facebook. She 
described the parties as ‘the best these kids have ever had’ and stated ‘police should be 
thanking her for doing a good service to the community’ (Minear 2013). 
Police shut down one of Rose’s parties where up to 500 young people attended (Minear 
2013). However, she maintained the party only became problematic when police arrived and 
instructed guests to move on. Rose hired private security guards to ensure the safety of 
partygoers and requested parents or guardians to collect teenagers at the conclusion of the 
event. Rose was adamant that her events were properly organised and safe. 
‘To keep everyone safe, we were very strict with the kids. We reserved the right to 
shut down events if the kids were drinking, smoking, taking drugs or fighting’ 
(Minear 2013).  
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However, Acting Superintendent Bruce Wemyss said the use of Facebook to invite guests to 
the parties was concerning as there was: 
… no control around invitations, which lead to people that weren’t necessarily 
invited, that weren’t welcome, gate crashing parties, assaults occurring and damages 
occurring (Minear 2013).  
The article stated Rose must seek police permission to organise parties in future, even though 
she had already finalised plans for a Christmas event for the end of the year.  
Image 8: Michelle Rose (centre) at one of her underage Facebook parties. 
 
Minear, T, 10/12/2013, Clayton mum wins right to party as court allows her to continue organising 
wild underage events on Facebook, Herald Sun 
 
On the 26th of August 2014, police were called to disperse an ‘out of control’ alcohol free 
party in Bayswater, after it was gatecrashed by unruly teens (Galloway 2014). The Knox 
Leader reported this party was shut down at 9 pm, which forced 500 young party guests onto 
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the street. Despite many partygoers still in the immediate area, police determined the party 
was safe and left the scene. By 10:30 pm, police returned to respond to a series of 
altercations. It was around this time that Jaiden, a 15-year-old youth, was ‘coward punched’ 
by another party goer and struck his head on the footpath (Galloway 2014). He was treated by 
paramedics at the scene and allowed to leave after being collected by his mother. On the way 
home, the teenager’s condition deteriorated and he was admitted to the Royal Children’s 
Hospital where he was placed in an induced coma. He later made a full recovery (Bucci 
2014). 
Police were expected to launch an investigation into how officers handled the party, after 
audio recordings emerged indicating an attending officer refused to walk through the crowds 
for fear of being assaulted. The recording captured policeman saying: ‘What do you want us 
to do? Walk through all that so we get hit? No’ (Galloway 2014).  Superintendent Graham 
Arthur from Knox Police Station confirmed an investigation would be commenced into this 
incident, stating that he ‘didn’t believe it was an appropriate response’. However, there 
appears to have been no outcome into this allegation of police non-action in subsequent news 
reports. 
The apparent increase in impromptu open house parties promoted through social media 
generated discussion about the need for a formal regulatory program to reduce their 
associated harms (Thompson 2014). The Herald Sun reported that concerned parents could 
hire private security staff and paramedics to monitor houses while they are away on holidays. 
Such measures would ‘spy on unsuspecting teens’ and lead to the notification of homeowners 
if there were any problems during their absence. One novel outcome arising from the 
reporting of troublesome parties was a proposed business initiative to undertake roaming 
80	
	
private security patrols. U-Nome Security director Naomi Oakley said the ‘Safe and Sound’ 
service would involve trained staff roving Melbourne and Victorian party hotspots. She said 
the program was ‘almost like babysitting, human nature is that we can’t trust anyone’ 
(Thompson 2014). Random security patrols would be undertaken at nominated addresses, 
with security teams potentially visiting residences up to five times a night. These private 
security teams would also have the capacity to evaluate the possibility of a risky situation, 
and call for additional police support if required. Oakley said this service was perfect for 
suspicious parents who believed their children were going to host a party while they were 
away, offering peace of mind by protecting the property itself and the welfare of teenagers 
(Thompson 2014).  
A further motivation for such programs was reported in the Herald Sun on the 22nd of March 
2015. This article described the activities of ‘hundreds of unsupervised teenagers who 
invaded vacant houses throughout Melbourne to hold regular alcohol and drug fuelled 
parties’ (Korssen 2015). This report detailed how police were called to Hoyle Court, 
Cranbourne, at 11:20 pm after neighbours complained about noise from an organised event. 
An ambulance crew was also dispatched as the party became increasingly ‘out of control’. A 
neighbour stated that when police arrived, they were attacked with more than 20 bottles.  
This party occurred in a small, occupied house. However, the report also revealed numerous 
other events had taken place at vacant properties while they were waiting to be rented or sold. 
At the time of the publication, the Herald Sun understood a ‘17-year-old male advertised the 
parties on Facebook, and hired DJs and security for these events’. Josh Bellsmart told the 
Herald Sun he knew the organiser who ‘runs a new party in a new place every weekend’ and 
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helped him collect door charges. A resident said ‘they had never seen anything like it’ 
(Korssen 2015). 
On the 29th of March 2015, the Herald Sun published a follow-up piece (Korssen 2015) 
involving an ‘unruly’ party in Cranbourne. Neighbours complained to police about the loud 
gathering, and stated party guests were ‘feral’ with ‘shattered glass everywhere’. The article 
indicated Nick Stokes began hosting parties in 2013. As he did not have a job at the time, he 
realised it was ‘easy money, so he just kept doing it’. He stated:  
… people have compared me to Corey but I don’t want to be associated with him, 
he’s not on my level, I’m much bigger than him, I’m the best at what I do (Korssen 
2015).  
Each party usually attracted around 300 teenagers and generated around $4,500 profit from 
attendees who each paid a $15 entry fee. After he paid some of his friends to stand in as 
makeshift bouncers, DJs and event photographers, he declared he earned approximately 
$1200 a night ‘without even trying’ (Korssen 2015). He was still undertaking his secondary 
school completion certificate at the time the Cranbourne incident was reported and 
discontinued a trade apprenticeship because hosting parties was more profitable. Stokes said 
he ‘was plugging a hole in the market by providing underage people a place to party’ by 
locating empty houses and inviting schoolchildren as young as 14 years through Facebook. 
Stokes had no immediate plans to stop organising parties, despite acknowledging his parents 
were not pleased: ‘I could imagine adults being pretty mad about that, seeing as they work so 
hard all week for what I make in one night’ (Korssen 2015). Victoria Police spokesperson 
Leonie Johnson confirmed ‘police attended the party at 11:20 pm, with a number of units 
attending and safely dispersing 100 people. There were no offences detected’.  
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Western Australian reports 
 
The eight articles relating to young people, alcohol and parties from Western Australian news 
sources detail a similar pattern to Victoria. These reports recount private parties turning 
‘violent’ (Cresswell 2008), neighbours fearful of ‘their safety and property’ (Thompson 
2012) and police being injured by ‘unruly’ teenagers (Korssen 2015). However, there are 
some important differences concerning police responses in these reports compared with 
reports in the Victorian sample. 
On the 1st of January 2012, Perth Now reported on an ‘out of control’ New Year’s Eve party 
in the suburb of Spearwood (Quartermain 2012). Police horses, the dog squad and the air 
wing were despatched after ‘concerned neighbours reported a disturbance’. Guests were 
notified of the party through Facebook, but attendees maintained guests were well behaved 
until police arrived. Partygoer ‘Daniel’ stated: 
… the only reason there were 200 people on the street is because police kicked 
everyone out of the party. I was there and there was no trouble until the police came, 
so clearly, we had to go on the street and they pushed us all out, not caring about 
anyone’s safety. We were pushed out in a few seconds, clearly not having any time to 
call and be collected by our parents (Quartermain 2012).  
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Image 9: An infrared image of the party taken by the police Air Wing 
 
Quartermain, L 1/01/2012, Out of control party captured by air, Perth Now 
 
Perth Now also reported that on the 11th of March 2012, over ‘1000 drunken revellers and 
gatecrashers caused mayhem’ at eight ‘out of control’ parties across suburban Perth that 
weekend (Bolton 2012). Police stated, ‘drunken youths were draining local resources and 
taking police away from other areas of genuine need’. 
This report indicated police attended a party in Gosnells around 11:15 pm following 
complaints from neighbours that 200 gatecrashers were causing problems. Police were pelted 
with bottles as they tried to disperse the crowd. Just before midnight, police attended another 
party in Sorrento where 80 people were fighting on the street. A police dog and handler 
forced a young man to the ground after he displayed ‘abusive and aggressive behaviour’. At 
midnight, police attended a 16th birthday party in Midvale with over 200 guests. Bottles were 
again thrown at police, and a police car window was smashed. Police Commissioner Jon 
Tuttle said police were not sent to these parties to become punching bags, and promised a 
robust response to any antisocial behaviour stating: 
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… it’s very disappointing for us. Our valuable resources are taken away from other 
areas of genuine need to deal with a familiar cocktail of hot weather, alcohol, and 
frankly, idiots (Bolton 2012).  
The air wing, mounted police and the dog squad were all deployed at this series of parties to 
bring the ‘abusive crowds under control’ (Bolton 2012). The report warned teenagers that if 
they deliberately tried to antagonise the police dogs or horses they should not be surprised 
when the animal bites or kicks them. No police were injured in this series of incidents, but no 
charges were laid against any of the revellers. Opposition police spokesperson Michelle 
Roberts argued that people who held ‘out of control’ parties should be responsible for their 
actions, and stronger consequences for guests who cause trouble at private parties are needed. 
Some of these parties had been advertised on Facebook, and Police Commissioner Tuttle 
issued a warning to future party hosts that ‘if you are going to put your party on Facebook, be 
aware that it may have unintended consequences’ (Bolton 2012).  
Image 10: Police were flat out controlling drunken louts at parties overnight. 
 
Bolton, H, 11/03/2012, Eight out of control parties anger police, Perth Now 
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In response to the eight ‘out of control’ parties in Perth the previous weekend, Perth Now 
reported on the 16th of March 2012 that the dog squad, police air wing and mounted police 
would be deployed (Robertson 2012) to eradicate anti-social behaviours at private parties. 
Acting Senior Sergeant Justin Watts said police air wing could monitor parties to enable 
tactical decisions to be made about whether a stronger ground response, including the dog 
squad, was needed. He warned partygoers that:  
… if you’re going to attend these parties, we expect people to behave. If they don’t 
behave and become aggressive, they will be dealt with firmly but fairly. When we are 
sent to out of control parties, it’s a pretty extreme use of force that we do deploy. Our 
message is, if you’re instructed by a police officer or a police dog handler to move 
and desist your behaviour, I strongly suggest you do, because when the dogs are 
deployed, they will bite and people will get injured (Robertson 2012). 
Senior Sergeant Watts praised the deployment of the dog squad at ‘out of control’ parties, 
and considered it to be equivalent to ‘about 10 uniformed officers’. This is because when the 
dogs arrive, partygoers should be aware that ‘the police mean business’. He also warned 
attendees that they will not be able to reason with a police dog (Robertson 2012). 
Reported increases of ‘out of control’ parties in Perth led to reports in Perth Now that party 
hosts could face up to a year in jail and a $12,000 fine under proposed new laws (Robertson 
2012). Police Minister Liza Harvey said this legislation would assist police to proactively 
shut down violent gatherings after ‘the recent spate of out of control parties including the 
party at Piara Waters where a horde of 500 youth pelted police with bricks, bottles and poles’ 
(Robertson 2012). The reforms laws included a possible amendment to the Criminal Code 
making organising out of control parties an offence. Ms Harvey stated these laws would 
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apply to young people organising parties on social media that turned violent, and would also 
target ‘parents who knowingly permit their child to organise a party that becomes out of 
control’ (Robertson 2012). These ‘robust powers’ would enable police to shut down risky 
parties on private property and issue immediate dispersal orders to all attendees.  
Penalties for failing to comply with police orders would also be increased to a maximum of 
three-years jail, or a fine of $18,000. These new offences would be classified as a serious 
offences under the Criminal Investigation Act (2006), meaning police could immediately 
arrest individuals who did not comply with a dispersal order (Robertson 2012), and seek 
orders compelling party hosts to pay reasonable police expenses incurred when responding to 
the party. The State Government reinforced its support for these measures by providing $1.2 
million to expand the dog squad and ‘allow police to deploy high capacity arrest buses’ at 
parties. Individuals would be protected under these new measures if they proved they took 
reasonable steps to responsibly hold the party by contacting police when trouble arose and 
issuing written, rather than online, invitations. These measures suggest police in Western 
Australia actively promote enhanced laws to deal with young people advertising private 
parties on social media.  
However, the Youth Affairs Council of Western Australia expressed concerns that a punitive 
regulatory response would not have a significant impact in reducing parties, as the ‘root cause 
of the problem’ of young people, alcohol and parties was not being addressed. Executive 
Officer Craig Comrie stated the proposed legislation lacked consideration and consultation. 
He indicated Youth Affairs representatives are concerned about the possible negative impacts 
of a law and order response to these incidents, and suggested any proposed reforms should: 
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… involve more than the government and the police, but also affected community 
members and young people themselves. This is another example of proposed 
legislation doing nothing. Inevitably legislation such as this results in young people 
being ordered to pay fines that they have no realistic hope of repaying. This in turn 
has a major detrimental effect on their education, training and employment 
opportunities (Robertson 2012).  
Mr Comrie also argued that proposed laws would place increased pressure on Western 
Australia’s juvenile justice system. However, no further details of this issue were contained 
in the report. 
On the 9th of November 2012, WA Today reported that bricks and bottles were thrown at 
police during an out of control party in Roleystone, hosted by a 15-year-old girl (Ducey 
2013). Officers arrived at the Omeo Place address at approximately 10:30 pm following 
numerous complaints from neighbours. Around 200 youths gathered at the party and were 
‘causing a disturbance’. As police entered the home, some attendees started throwing bottles 
and bricks and there were smashed glass and mirrors inside. Fourteen police vehicles were 
required to manage the party. A number of attendees were taken to the Armadale police 
station where they remained until they were collected by their parents.  
Police were again called to attend an ‘out of control’ house party in Kinross on the 1st of 
November 2013. Perth Now reported over 100 young people were on the property (Offer 
2013). While police attempted to disperse the crowd, they were attacked with bricks and 
bottles. One officer received minor injuries, and the windscreen of a police car was smashed. 
‘Nineteen police vehicles and the dog squad’ were required to bring the party under control 
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and five partygoers were arrested for various offences and ordered to appear in court by 
summons (Offer 2013). 
 ‘Scared’ neighbours notified police after teenagers were creating a disturbance on the street 
at a party in Perth on the 4th of October 2014 (Wahlquist 2014). Perth Now reported over 100 
‘teenagers attended the out of control party’ at a vacant house. The owner of the property had 
not been located at the time of the report and it was unknown whether he or she was aware a 
party was being held at the property. The teenagers were instructed to clear the area, with 
police detaining six attendees and escorting them home, but making no arrests (Wahlquist 
2014). 
Western Australian police were forced to break up a party in Bentley on the 8th of November 
2014, after neighbours reported a number of guests were fighting at a private house. Police 
entered the property at midnight, removed several hostile guests, and declared this event ‘an 
out of control gathering’ (Hickey 2014). The violence was exacerbated when the owner of the 
property attempted to remove some gatecrashers. Perth Now reported ‘over 200 people 
spilled onto the streets’ after police officers arrived. A 20-year-old man refused to comply 
with police instructions and was charged with obstructing police and disorderly conduct. A 
20-year-old was injured after being involved in a conflict with another guest, and a 
Nollamara man, also aged 20, was arrested at the scene and subsequently charged with two 
counts of assault occasioning bodily harm. Two other men were issued with move on notices. 
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Key themes from Victorian and Western Australian reports on youth parties 
 
The results confirm that sensationalist language is widely used in print media reports to 
describe violent private parties. The tendency of the media to frame these rare occurrences as 
increasingly problematic is highlighted within both the titles and content of articles in 
Victorian and Western Australian press sources. As Table 4 indicates, discourses surrounding 
young people, alcohol and private parties are sensationalist. This is demonstrated by Herald 
Sun headlines including ‘Animal house destroyed as young revellers go feral’ (Buttler and 
Flower 2012) and Perth Now headlines such as ‘dog squad set loose on wild parties’ 
(Robertson 2012). This language presents an immediately negative image to readers, often 
accompanied by photographs and direct quotes from ‘primary definers’, such as police, who 
comment on the immediate problem depicted in the report. Police are key primary definers in 
the production of crime news as they are in a well-respected position to provide information 
on crime, and influence the construction of crime narratives (Philo 1990). However, both 
media outlets and primary definers often have the same agendas (Hall, Critcher et al. 1978), 
which can manipulate readers into viewing certain issues too seriously, or not seriously 
enough (Jewkes 2004). 
The reliance on police statements in reports of parties in both Victoria and Western Australia 
may shape popular understandings of the problem that favour the necessity for particular 
legal responses. As police are the first to respond to ‘out of control’ parties, there may be a 
broader perception tied to the original media report that police are in the best position to 
identify viable solutions to this problem. This includes introducing more punitive responses 
under current legislation that might assist police to respond more effectively. The following 
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section will identify key themes portrayed in the media articles relating to young people, 
alcohol, and private parties, divided and analysed by state. Primary definers can shape the 
direction of news content, as they are heavily relied on by the media. It is also worth noting 
that alternative views other than those of police, are rarely sought, which ensuring police 
perspectives dominate media reports on crime problems (Mawby 2007).	
 
Victorian articles  
 
The Victorian articles highlight common trends relating to the media depiction of young 
people, alcohol and private parties. As police are the first contact point regarding an ‘out of 
control’ party, and are often called by neighbours (Korssen 2015), it is not surprising that 
discourses relating to the police perspectives of these incidents were common in all media 
reports. Police statements described party ‘destruction as senseless’ (Strachan and Flaherty 
2012) and the behaviour of partygoers as ‘feral’ (Breen 2011). Due the uncontrolled nature of 
events, police often had to use capsicum spray (Breen 2011) to stop youth from ‘hurling’ 
bottles at them (Breen 2011). Police frequently indicated social media added an ‘additional 
risk’ (Thompson 2014) that increased the ‘potential of problems arising’ (Strachan and 
Flaherty 2012) at private events. Police stated Facebook is regularly used to both circulate 
invitations (Strachan and Flaherty 2012) and promote events (Buttler and Flower 2012). This 
indicates social media is a concern for police that adds to sensationalised aspect of youth 
culture when parties are examined by the media (Lawson and Strange 2015).  
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As police consistently report a problem, it is likely the public will agree. This is in part due to 
the police often being the primary definer in identifying parties as a problem, which also 
involves suggestions for appropriate responses. In addition, the medias heavy reliance on 
police statements could trigger societal concerns that parties are problematic based 
exclusively on police perspectives of these incidents. Registration of parties is a key 
recommendation offered by police to ‘reduce the risk’ of violence amongst young people and 
the destruction of property (Strachan and Flaherty 2012). An additional media-generated 
discourse related to young people and private parties involves ‘lawlessness’, with young 
people often portrayed as ‘out of control’ and unrestrained.  The media consistently portrays 
a breakdown of the social order (Short 2012) as demonstrated by reports that ‘18 police 
officers and 11 police vehicles’ (Breen 2011) were deployed to control some parties. 
Unidentified media sources described neighbours (Strachan and Flaherty 2012) and residents 
(Thompson 2012) as ‘terrified’ of the partying behaviour of young people. Parties were 
described as ‘riotous’ (Thompson 2012) and ‘out of control’ (Thompson 2012), with 
‘unsupervised teens invading’ (Korssen 2015), and deliberately ‘wrecking’ (Thompson 2012) 
houses. Partygoers also ‘brawled on the street’ (Thompson 2012) and ‘smashed police car 
windscreens’ (Breen 2011). 
In response to this portrayed lawlessness, police arrest few partygoers (Cresswell 2008). 
Rather, they generally caution guests (Cresswell 2008), shut down the event (Galloway 2014) 
and move revellers on from the address (Thompson 2012). Despite the reported breakdown 
of social order, it is rare that charges are laid (Cresswell 2008). The absence of any response 
to the breakdown of social order indicates that media language is largely rhetorical. One 
article discussed the creation of a database to prevent recurrent party noise (MacDonald 
2011) and encouraged residents to provide written complaints to police, or include a letters of 
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consent for information about parties to be shared with police. There was no further 
information in this article indicating how these processes might work included in this article. 
Interestingly, there were no competing interests as police were the sole primary definers 
proposing these recommendations. 
 
Western Australian articles 
	
Western Australian news content also prioritises information from police as the primary 
definers of views regarding disorderly parties. Western Australian articles did not express the 
opinions of neighbours, and only interviewed one party guest (Quartermain 2012) in this 
sample. Police were therefore the primary source of information relating these violent 
incidents. Police declared these parties as ‘out of control’ (Hickey 2014), and were ‘forced’ 
to ‘break up’ (Hickey 2014) many ‘violent’ gatherings. Overall, they were ‘disappointed’ and 
‘angry’ (Bolton 2012) that the behaviour of partygoers was ‘out of control’ (Hickey 2014). 
Police described young partygoers as ‘drunken revellers’ and ‘gatecrashers’ who ‘wreaked 
havoc’ at parties (Bolton 2012). ‘Trouble makers’ (Robertson 2012) ‘pelted police with 
bricks and bottles’ after parties turned ‘violent’ in the suburbs of Kinross (Offer 2013) and 
Roleystone (Ducey 2013). ‘Out of control’ partygoers also smashed windows and injured an 
officer (Offer 2013). Police said drunken youths were a ‘drain on police resources’ (Bolton 
2012), they were not ‘punching bags’ and would not tolerate bad behaviour (Bolton 2012). 
Western Australian media also emphasised circulating invitations to parties on Facebook was 
problematic (Bolton 2012), with police insisting social media increases the risk of parties 
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‘becoming out of control’ (Quartermain 2012), and advocating the increased regulation of 
social media to reduce the chances of parties becoming ‘violent’ (Kaplan and Haenlein 
2010).  
Police responses included arresting partygoers (Offer 2013), asking teenagers to clear the 
area (Wahlquist 2014), or ‘forcing’ them to leave a party (Quartermain 2012), which suggests 
that some young people showed defiance and a lack of respect for authority. Police said 
‘there needs to consequences’ (Bolton 2012) to manage violent parties. Western Australian 
reports detail several possible responses, again largely driven by police recommendations, 
including the introduction of punitive legislation to enable them to charge party hosts, with 
penalties of up to three years in jail and maximum fines of $18,000. Such responses were 
advocated to ‘help police crackdown on violent gatherings’ (Robertson 2012), and extended 
to advertising private parties on Facebook. While police indicated that people charged with a 
social media offences could prove they ‘took reasonable steps to responsibly host the 
gathering’ (Robertson 2012), further details on what this constitutes are not specified. These 
proposals support observations that regulatory responses are increasingly shifting towards 
pre-empting crime problems (Zedner 2007) and encouraging greater self-regulation 
(Crawford 2003) to prevent violent parties and demonstrate hosts or home owners took 
appropriate preventative steps when organising private parties. Police would also be ‘given 
powers’ to seek orders making offenders pay ‘reasonable expenses’ incurred by police when 
responding to violent incidents (Robertson 2012).  
A significant difference between Victorian and Western Australian reports involved the 
deployment of the police air wing and dog squad (Robertson 2012). Western Australia Police 
stated these measures will greatly help to ‘crack down on drunk and aggressive behaviour at 
94	
	
parties’ (Robertson 2012). The dog squad was often bought in to ‘move people on’ 
(Robertson 2012) who were ‘abusive and aggressive’, or to ‘control’ young people (Bolton 
2012). Police highlighted the value of the dog squad as a punitive deterrent that was fully 
justifiable as:  
‘a police dog is probably worth about ten uniformed officers at these incidents 
because when the dogs get out, people should know the dogs mean business, they will 
bite and it will hurt’ (Robertson 2012).  
A clear commitment to these punitive measures was supported by the State Government’s 
$1.2 million funding to expand the dog squad (Robertson 2012). The support of primary 
definers, including the police and government officials, indicates to the public that ‘out of 
control’ parties are a problem that warrant a significant and punitive regulatory response. 
Therefore, primary definers can determine the legitimacy for punitive responses to parties, as 
their views were heavily relied upon in the content of media reports about incidents that 
become disorderly or violent. Another factor to consider is the politicised nature of crime. It 
would be a precarious move for a government to challenge the perspectives of the police, 
especially around election time (Pitts 2001). 
However, these responses could be exaggerated. As the media draw on police views as 
primary definers of information about violent parties, this tends to lead to discussion 
emphasising the need for more punitive legal responses (Hough 2004) to the social threats 
caused by youth parties. Sensationalised media reporting techniques legitimise police views 
about the need for enhanced legal tools and heavier penalties to defend community values 
and preserve order (Jackson and Sunshine 2007). Initiatives delivered and supported by 
police could appease certain public anxieties over the loss of legal and moral authority (Short 
95	
	
2012). This examination confirms that media attitudes toward violent parties are almost 
universally shaped by police commentaries about these violent incidents, rather than actual 
rates of violent parties. Interestingly, no members of the public were interviewed about these 
incidents, and only one member from the Youth Affairs Council of Western Australia was 
queried about their perspectives on proposed reforms to enhance the regulation of private 
parties (Robertson 2012). This view is significant for questioning the perceived necessity for 
and effectiveness of such measures. However, the media relied primarily on statements from 
the Western Australian Police Acting Assistant Commissioner, the opposition police 
spokesperson (Bolton 2012) and the Police Minster (Robertson 2012), who all supported 
legislative changes to increase the range of powers available to police when parties become 
disorderly or violent. These conclusions reinforce the findings of Welch, Price et al. (2002) 
that question the media’s reliance on police and government authorities as the main primary 
definers of ‘out of control’ youth parties, because they promote selective regulatory responses 
with no significant public debate. 
As police produce and communicate meanings of order, disorder, normality and deviance 
(Loader 2006), and the media relies on these discourses when identifying what is 
newsworthy, any responses that are proposed represent a selective view of the role of law to 
promote social cohesion. The way police represent private parties thus frames various 
punitive measures as ‘necessary’ to combat the ‘problem’. Ultimately, the perceived 
necessity for these reforms reflects the inadequacy of current police responses to these 
incidents.  
Despite the media portrayal of parties requiring the deployment of large numbers of police 
officers and vehicles (Korssen 2015), the dog squad, mounted police (Bolton 2012) and the 
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air wing (Quartermain 2012), few arrests are ever made (Offer 2013). Rather, punitive 
options, including fines, invoices for police services and the largely empty threat of jail time 
(Robertson 2012) become the antidote for dealing with collective youth violence. These 
proposed policing and legal responses do not appear to relate to the frequency and severity of 
parties that were reported in Western Australia. Rather, media constructions of parties, and 
the routine use of police statements to define the nature of the violence, invoke terms 
designed to provoke outrage and disgust at youth behaviour. It may be that the police are 
more concerned with attempting to appease public concerns rather than implement a truly 
punitive response. Appearing to neutralise the problem, rather than actually implementing a 
response of value, materialises as a potentially important aim of police comments in the 
media.  As Daykin et al (2009) highlight, the media’s selection of expert opinion is influential 
in shaping societal perceptions about the behaviors of young people. This is reflected in the 
majority of Western Australian media articles referring only to the views of police 
(Robertson 2012). This focus makes it impossible to convey unbiased accounts or conflicting 
views from others involved in these incidents, leading to highly selective knowledge about 
young people and their behaviour circulated by the print media (Cunneen and White 2007).  
 
Conclusion 
 
These results document the print media’s overt and implied panic and fear associated with 
parties involving young people that occur in the private space. This emphasis produces and 
reinforces clear demands for punitive strategies to prevent and minimise the incidence of 
collective violence at private parties, such as mandatory party registration, increased 
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legislative penalties, and greater police powers (Robertson 2012). Demands for increased 
surveillance strive to protect everyday people from threats associated with the antisocial 
behaviour of drunken underage youths who are increasingly subject to state sanctioned 
regulatory scrutiny (Palmer, Warren et al. 2012). The coupling of ‘out of control’ parties with 
public fear provides a foundation to drive reform aimed at enhancing police powers (Palmer, 
Warren et al. 2012), while minimising concerns about police responses being considered 
ineffective in dealing with these reported incidents. This strategy resembles many media 
campaigns directed against young people (Lawson and Strange 2015). 
Chapter 5 builds on these issues by analysing blog posts associated with these articles. The 
examination of blogs will apply content and discourse analysis to gauge public reactions to 
young people, alcohol and private parties collected from the 19 news articles discussed in this 
chapter. This chapter documents key themes and perceptions of individuals who authored a 
blog post in response these reports of private house parties in Victoria and Western Australia. 
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Chapter 5 
Blog posts 
Introduction 
 
This chapter analyses the number of times (frequency) each blog post appears within each of 
the 11 blog post categories in both Victoria and Western Australia. All categories are 
conveyed as an overall percentage and raw number of the total sample of posts. The total 
sample of blog posts from Victoria is 275, and 677 are from Western Australia.  
The 11 blog categories are further classified into high, intermediate, and low frequency sets. 
This classification is based on the number of blogs that appear in each category. Blog posts 
categories that occurred with high frequency include the three most common classifications, 
which account for approximately two-thirds of all blog posts. These were ‘comments of a 
negative personal nature’, ‘a call for increased punitive action’ and ‘comments directed 
towards other commenters’. The categories that occurred with an intermediate frequency are 
well below the high frequency set. These categories accounted for less than 20% of blog 
posts, but always above 1% of all blog posts collected in both states. The low frequency set 
only consists of one category that comprised less than 1% of blog post comments in both 
Victoria and Western Australia, and concerned party registration, a key policy platform 
promoted and pursued by police in each state. Each of these frequency classifications will be 
analysed in depth in this chapter for each state, followed by a summary of the key findings 
from both Victoria and Western Australia.	
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Blog post analysis 
 
Blog posts are a valuable source of data as they have the capacity to capture the written views 
of a large audience (Chenail 2011) and provide some insight into public attitudes about the 
issue discussed (Boicu 2011). In this study, a total of 952 blog posts were collected from the 
19 articles reporting on young people, alcohol and private parties documented in Chapter 4. 
The reports all originated in Victoria and Western Australia in the Geelong Advertiser, Perth 
Now, Berwick Leader, Herald Sun, WA Today and Knox Leader. To ensure consistency, a 
coding manual was developed (Weber 1990) containing 11 classifications (see Table 4) 
drawn from the blogs in both states using a grounded theory approach (Charmaz 2006). As 
Table 4 demonstrates, the guiding classifications were assembled around posts that 
demonstrated positive, negative, and neutral attitudes towards young people, alcohol and 
private parties and were also grouped by their high, intermediate and low frequency in each 
state. 
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Table 4 – The blog classification categories  
Nature of Post Category 
 
Frequency 
Positive The party was not perceived to be an 
issue 
 
Intermediate 
 Comments of a positive personal 
nature  
 
Intermediate 
Negative Comments of a negative personal 
nature 
 
High 
 Party host at fault 
 
Intermediate 
 Irresponsible parenting  
 
Intermediate 
 A call for increased punitive action  
 
High 
 Police attendance exacerbated the 
problem 
 
Intermediate 
Neutral Comments on the socio-economic 
standing of the party suburb 
 
Intermediate 
 Comments directed towards other 
commenters  
 
High 
 Reference to social media 
 
Intermediate 
 Reference to party registration 
 
Low 
 
The categories encompassed all possible responses that were assumed to emerge from the 
analysis of this volume of posts, while limiting the possibility for overlapping categories.  
Blog posts outlining the behaviour of young people as unproblematic, and positive comments 
directed towards any actors involved in a particular incident reported by the media were 
grouped as positive. Comments that outlined police and official responses aggravated the 
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incident, condemned the parents or blamed the host for the event, were categorised as 
negative. Blogs that were neither overtly positive nor negative but had the potential to fall 
into either category were classified as neutral. These categories included discussions about 
the suburb in which the party was held, comments directed towards other bloggers, and blog 
posts referencing social media and party registration. The 11 categories were also arranged 
by their high, intermediate, or low frequency of occurrence.  
Each blog post was assigned into only one of the 11 categories. The allocation of each blog 
post into a single category sought to avoid any potential contradictions in the data, and keep 
the classification as consistent as possible. This process ensured that confounding variables 
such as duplication would not impact the  analysis (Weber 1990).  Multiple posts from 
individual bloggers were classified as separate posts, because the aim was to analyse the 
posts and their content, not to match this content with the identity of the blogger. These 
designated groupings were intended to minimise the prospect of overlap. Assigning a blog to 
a single category was difficult, as some blog posts could be associated with more than one 
category. An example of this occurs in the following quote from Western Australian 
newspaper Perth Now in referring to an out of control party in Spearwood on New Year’s 
Eve in 2012: 
…the problem with kids of today is, they have no respect! For others, their 
environment and most importantly themselves. We can all sit here and blame the 
parents for not bringing them up right or praying to some god (sic), but the fact of the 
matter is parents are powerless in the world we live in today. I'm 36 and have 3 kids. I 
have raised my kids right, or I should say, how I see fit. But that isn't going to 
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guarantee that they won’t feel the burden of peer pressure and do something equally 
as stupid as kids do these days (Post 128, Quartermain 2012). 
This comment has the potential to match many categories which are both positive and 
negative in nature. For example, the ‘Kids of today, they have no respect’ corresponds with 
‘comments of a negative personal nature’, whilst ‘blaming the parents for not bringing them 
up right’ falls into ‘irresponsible parenting’. These are both classified as negative in this 
study, as it was anticipated that references to a particular suburb where a party was hosted 
that also mentioned social media would commonly arise and both tend towards negative 
comments. Such examples presented complications regarding the consistency of classifying 
the categories. When there was a clear contradiction between multiple statements in a single 
post, the first key point in the wording became the consistent method of classifying the whole 
post as positive, negative or neutral to ensure consistency and internal reliability of the 
categorisation method. Therefore, the above example was classified as a ‘comment of a 
personal nature’ or negative.  
It is worthy to note categories including ‘comments on the socio-economic standing of the 
party suburb’, ‘comments directed towards other commenters’, ‘a reference to social media’ 
and ‘a reference to party registration’ were originally categorised as neutral. They were 
classified this way, as it was possible that the nature of the comments could be either positive 
or negative in tone. Upon analysis, it became apparent that these categories overwhelmingly 
displayed a negative attitude towards parties. 
An additional concern related to the differences in the number of articles and corresponding 
number of blog posts collected from Western Australia and Victoria, the year these were 
published and the group classification system adopted in this study. These differences were 
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beyond the scope of this investigation to interpret in detail, but did raise analytical concerns. 
For this reason, blog classification percentages are also included in the analysis in this 
chapter, which demonstrate the percentage amounts of each blog post category. Table 5 
summarises all blog posts obtained from Victorian and Western Australian newspaper 
publications reporting on incidences of young people, alcohol and parties. The posts are 
presented by the general nature of the post as positive, negative or neutral, the more specific 
classification category, and year of publication, with the total number of posts, articles and 
overall percentages for each state also presented. 
104	
	
Table 5: Frequency summary of all blog posts classified by yearly occurrence and divided by state 
  Victoria Western Australia 
Nature of Post Category 2008 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 Total % 2012 2013 2014 Total % 
Number of original articles 1 2 3 1 2 2 11  4 2 2 8  
Positive The party was not perceived to be an issue 12 7 1 0 1 1 22 8.00 28 1 2 31 4.57 
  Comments of a positive personal nature  3 1 1 0 1 1 7 2.54 53 1 0 54 7.98 
          Overall % positive       40 10.54    93 12.55 
Negative Comments of a negative personal nature  6 3 21 4 2 24 60 21.81 169 3 4 176 26.00 
  Party host at fault 2 0 1 0 0 1 4 1.45 8 1 0 9 1.33 
  Irresponsible parenting 3 0 13 0 2 3 21 7.64 37 2 1 40 5.91 
  A call for increased punitive action 3 24 15 2 0 13 57 20.72 145 2 5 152 22.45 
  Police attendance exacerbated the problem 10 0 0 0 0 1 11 4.00 24 2 0 26 3.84 
          Overall % negative       153 55.62    403 59.53 
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Table 5 continued: Frequency summary of all blog posts classified by yearly occurrence divided by state 
  Victoria Western Australia 
Nature of Post Category 2008 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 Total % 2012 2013 2014 Total % 
Neutral 
Comments on the socio-economic standing 
of the party suburb 
2 6 10 0 0 0 18 6.55 12 0 1 13 1.92 
  
Comments directed towards other 
commenters 
6 6 19 2 5 21 59 21.45 117 8 11 136 20.09 
  Reference to social media 0 0 2 1 1 1 5 1.82 28 0 0 28 4.14 
  Reference to party registration 0 0 2 0 0 0 2 0.73 4 0 0 4 0.59 
           Overall % neutral       84 30.55    181 26.74 
  Total comments per category 47 49 88 10 14 67 275  629 22 26 677  
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These classification categories detail the perceptions of bloggers in reading or reacting to the 
lead article. They include statements that private parties are or are not considered 
problematic, possible reasons behind the perceived increase in such events and suggestions 
on how to manage future occurrences. They offer a supplement or counterpoint to the views 
of primary definers of youth parties as an extensive problem that justifies further regulation. 
The analytical approach adopted in this study sought to examine both common and unpopular 
perspectives that responded to reporting on parties and comments from the primary definers 
within each original article.  
 
Victorian blog posts 
 
Table 5 outlines that 275 blog posts were collected from Victorian newspapers reporting on 
incidents of young people, alcohol and private parties. The number of posts collected from 
Victorian news sources depended on the overall number of articles located and whether 
readers were invited or elected to comment on the original story. There were significant 
differences in amount of data collected throughout the timeline of this analysis. For example, 
the number of articles collected each year ranged from zero in 2009 and 2010, one in 2008 (n 
= 47), two in 2011 (n = 49), three in 2012 (n = 88), one in 2013 (n = 10), two in 2014 (n = 
14) and two in 2015 (n = 67).  
The three most common blog categories within Victorian media reports on parties were 
‘comments of a negative personal nature’ (21.81%, n = 60), ‘comments directed towards 
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other commenters’ (21.45%, n = 59), and ‘a call for increased punitive action’ (20.72%, n = 
57). These categories were all classified as negative, as they demonstrated disapproving 
attitudes towards young people and parties. These categories accounted for over 60% of the 
total number of Victorian of blog posts. The following analysis examines Victorian blog 
posts in each of the high, intermediate and low frequency categories, whilst further dividing 
posts as positive, negative or neutral based on their content.  
 
Victoria’s high frequency categories expressing negative attitudes towards parties  
	
‘Comments of a negative personal nature,’ were classified as conveying a negative attitude 
towards parties (21.81% n = 60). These posts frequently highlighted disgust towards young 
people who hosted out of control parties. Examples include ‘little punks have no idea or 
respect about other people or there (sic) properties’ (Post 1, Korssen 2015) and ‘the youth of 
today have no respect for anyone or anything’ (Post 4, Buttler and Flower 2012). Other blog 
posts insulted young people, describing them as ‘stupid’ (Post 15, Korssen 2015) and 
questioning ‘why don’t they go and learn something good?’ (Post 1, Thompson 2012), or 
expressing the view that they should be ‘spending less time causing mayhem and (more time) 
hitting the books’ (Post 31, Cresswell 2008).  Of the bloggers who responded to Victorian 
articles 21.81% (n = 60) perceived young people negatively. This could reflect the 
representation of young people in the original media reports (Roach - Anleu 2006), and 
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appear to be related to the anti-social or illegal choices of young people who hosted parties 
that turned violent:  
… if these giggling, barely articulate morons are representative of the so-called 
‘future generation’ that will ultimately inherit the plant and its ecology, then I simply 
don’t care how degraded it becomes over the next half century. Let these clowns solve 
the issues when they’re my age. They’re so egocentric, self-indulgent and arrogant 
now; let’s see what they think in 2050 (Post 2, Buttler and Flower 2012). 
‘A call for increased punitive action’ was also a prominent negative theme (20.72%, n = 57), 
with many bloggers calling for more robust formal disciplinary responses to deal with young 
people involved in disorderly parties. This included demands for harsher punishments for any 
damage to property and increased fines for underage alcohol consumption, which should: 
… result in all attendees being legally liable for all the damage caused plus interest of 
50%. Underage drinking? $1000 fine per offence, if the underage kid cannot pay it 
then the parents should be forced to sell of their assets equal to the fine. Today’s 
softly softly (sic) approach isn’t working and the parents are the ones who the kids 
learn from. Time to wind back the clock 40-50 years as far a juvenile laws are 
concerned (Post 2, Strachan and Flaherty 2012).  
Innovative restrictions on future gatherings were also suggested. One Victorian article 
suggested hiring ‘babysitting bouncers’ (Thompson 2014) to make regular house calls while 
parents were away from their homes was a possible solution to the problems associated with 
their children hosting ‘out of control’ parties. These teams made up of security staff and 
paramedics would provide peace of mind by ‘protecting property and young people’s 
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welfare’(Minear 2013). Several blog posts reiterated the value of this approach by calling for 
the increased regulation and punishment of unsupervised young people:  
…isn’t it about time that we legislate to make such gathering (sic) an offence? 
Revelers should be given 5 minutes to disburse (sic) or be arrested when a violent 
affray like this occurs (Post 6, Thompson 2012). 
There were also extreme recommendations including, ‘seriously, the police need to start 
shooting people’ (Post 7, Breen 2011). These sentiments indicate that some of the blogging 
public is willing to express extreme forms of punitivism to combat private parties. However, 
these posts might also reflect a profound misunderstanding of the need for appropriate limits 
to any formal responses, given the systemic concerns surrounding young people and their 
behaviour.  
 
Victoria’s high frequency categories expressing neutral attitudes towards parties  
 
Within Victoria’s high frequency categories ‘comments directed towards other commenters’ 
(21.45%, n = 59) were originally categorised as neutral, but tended towards expressing 
negative attitudes These posts mostly involved comments responding to the views of others, 
rather communications expressing a personal opinion on the issues contained in the original 
news report. Original blog posts were frequently related to punitiveness. An example relates 
to the ‘out of control’ party held in Geelong in 2011 (Post 11, Cresswell 2008), ‘Dennis’ 
hoped that the host actually ‘lived next door to me so I could have given that smart ass a good 
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belting. Bloody heroe! (sic)’. Interestingly, these responses often presented an opposing or 
reactionary view of the original post, including insults such as ‘Denis (sic) your (sic) an idiot 
mate’ (Post 13, Cresswell 2008), or expressions of sheer outrage: 
… wtf (sic) who are you to belt somebody elses (sic) child, u (sic) have no right. Who 
do use (sic) people think you are honestly, use (sic) are nobody, what your (sic) 
saying i (sic) just stupied. get (sic) a hold of yourself. dennis (sic) needs to talk to dr 
(sic) phil (sic) rolfffffffffff (sic) (Post 12, Cresswell 2008). 
A further example directed towards another commenter was a response to a ‘violent house 
party’ in Narre Warren South, Victoria, in 2012 (Thompson 2012). ‘Jim’ offered a rare 
alternative perspective to other posts by arguing ‘many commenters on here are overreacting 
to a bit of undisciplined adolescent energy and exuberance’ (Post 47, Thompson 2012). 
However, responses to ‘Jim’ did not share his view, referring to the behaviour of young 
people as ‘a disgrace’ and outlining ‘this is not normal behaviour’ (Post 62, Thompson 2012). 
One response challenged ‘Jim’ to host a party on his own property: 
… MY GOD JIM (sic)! What planet are you from? Would you like your house 
trashed by underage kids, who by the way, aren’t supervised obviously. You have the 
next party at your house, and see what happens! (Post 49, Thompson 2012). 
These posts demonstrate blogs provide an interactive forum that entices people to react to the 
comments of others. In the case of ‘Dennis’, other bloggers rejected his request to implement 
more punitive responses towards young people while directly attacking his mental stability. 
‘Jim’s’ questioning of the problem of youth behaviour was also disputed, leading to 
contradictory public views across these two cases, as some bloggers demonstrated non-
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punitive views about youth parties along with other bloggers. The high frequency of this 
category can be aligned to the ‘age of rage’ (Adams 2011) as the Internet allows everyone to 
be critic. The anonymity of bloggers is also related to increased comfort with sharing 
aggressive opinions about certain incidents or other bloggers. This form of deindividuation 
occurs when social norms are withdrawn because the identities of the blogger, or others 
engaging with these forums are concealed, which can allow hate speech and other forms of 
problematic online behaviours, such as cyber bullying (Myers 2016).  Deindividuation may 
therefore account for high number of blogs under this category. 
 
Victoria’s intermediate frequency categories expressing positive attitudes towards 
parties 
 
Within the intermediate frequency, two classification groups were expressed positive views 
of parties. These were ‘the party was not perceived to be an issue’ (8.00%, n = 22) and 
‘comments of a positive personal nature’ (2.54%, n = 7). ‘The party was not perceived to be 
an issue’ included posts that signified society was overreacting to the behaviour of young 
people at private parties. These posts tended to reinforce the idea that public anxiety was 
misplaced: 
Hi my name is Kim and I'm 43 years old. I am not defending Jordan, but I think the 
community need to chill out about this... After all it was just a party, yes there were 
drunk minors there, but everyone in my generation also did this ! (sic) It's no big deal 
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there's much more important things that should be on the front cover of the Geelong 
Addy. I did all this when i (sic) was young and now have a very succesful (sic) career 
so don't worry what people say Jordan. My daughter went to this party and said is 
(sic) was 'fun as', so let them have fun while they're youjng (sic) and get on with your 
life !! :) (Post 42, Cresswell 2008). 
Despite ‘Kim’ identifying as an adult, it became apparent that several young people, 
including those identifying as party attendees, were largely responsible for authoring posts 
that indicated the party was not an issue. For example: ‘mattee (sic) we were both went to the 
party, and we find that nothing was wrong’ (Post 37, Cresswell 2008), ‘what? Isn’t it normal 
for kids to have fun?’ (Post 24, Cresswell 2008) and ‘get (sic) it right is wasnt (sic) even badd 
(sic). no one (sic) got hurt maybe a saw (sic) head from drinking to (sic) much. tuff (sic) up’ 
(Post 26, Cresswell 2008) support this view. However, this assumption cannot be 
conclusively proven. 
Positive posts containing ‘comments of a personal nature’ were much less common (2.54%, 
n = 7). This classification included blogs suggesting approval towards any people involved in 
the party, including hosts, parents or police. However, positive discussion generally only 
related to the quality of the party and appeared to reflect the views of young people who 
attended. For example: 
… it (sic) was soo (sic) fun omgz sweet as partay (sic) broo (sic) ;) soo (sic) fun i (sic) 
ended up going to hospital for alcohol poisoning sooo (sic) good. loose (sic) as a 
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goose. really (sic) fun i (sic) hope you have another one jordan!!! (sic) (Post 44, 
Cresswell 2008).  
Additional blog posts from Jordan Sciortino’s ‘booze fuelled’ party in Geelong (Cresswell 
2008) reiterate this argument. Blogs such as ‘dont (sic) even know jno (sic) him. Soo got 
drunk. greeat (sic) time (Post 43, Cresswell 2008) and ‘it was a good party. Leave him 
aloneeeeee (sic) and stop making this massive deal when you werent (sic) even there!!’ (Post 
14, Cresswell 2008). It is possible these posts were made by those known to Jordan Sciortino, 
‘the Corey Worthington wannabe’ (Cresswell 2008), given the claims of having attended and 
expressions of praise towards the host or the event. However, as the actual identities of 
bloggers is concealed, this claim is also unable to be verified.  
 
	
Victoria’s intermediate frequency category expressing negative attitudes towards parties  
 
Three blog categories occurring with intermediate frequency expressed negative attitudes 
towards parties. These were ‘party host at fault’ (1.45%, n = 4), ‘irresponsible parenting’ 
(7.64%, n = 21) and ‘police attendance exacerbated the problem’ (4.00%, N=11). ‘Party host 
at fault’ included blog posts that blamed the host for the event. This category was barely 
classified as intermediate frequency (1.45%, n = 4) with just over 1% of blog posts indicating 
the host was to blame. Examples such as ‘this guy is an idiot. And (sic) he is the one to 
blame’ (Post 33, Cresswell 2008) support this discourse. Additional examples also expressed 
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embarrassment that hosts could allow a party to become ‘out of control’: ‘our future 
parents?!!!!!!!!! (sic) Thank goodness I’m near the end of my time on earth and won’t be here 
to see them’ (Post 72, Thompson 2012). This category also contained comments demanding 
the hosts be held liable for destruction that resulted from the party, including tighter 
legislation introducing punishments such as fines and imprisonment. The overall focus of 
these posts viewed the parties as negative: 
…It’s about time the legal system toughened up on the organizers (sic). For a start, 
they should force the organizers (sic) to pay for all damages and clean-ups, even if it 
takes 10, 20 or 30 years. Hit them hard instead of the powder puff treatment they get 
now (Post 5, Korssen 2015). 
This result questioned whether the young person, who was often under the legal age of 
responsibility, should be formally answerable for hosting the party. As previously outlined, 
Victorian blogs repeatedly called for increased punitive action, (20.72%, n = 57) against 
someone for the occurrence of an out of control party. However, as ‘party host at fault’ 
(1.45%, n = 4) was an infrequent yet intermediate classification, bloggers appeared to express 
uncertainty about who should be targeted by any proposed punitive responses. 
‘Irresponsible parenting’ (7.64%, n = 21) was another category that emerged with 
intermediate frequency, which demonstrated negative attitudes towards parties. This category 
clearly blamed parents and guardians for the party, such as 2012 ‘violent house party’ in 
Pakenham: 
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… Parent’s fault! Parent’s fault! Parent’s fault! Parent’s fault! Parent’s fault! Parent’s 
fault! I reiterate parent’s fault! (Post 31, Thompson 2012). 
This blog post made it abundantly clear that the parents were wholly responsible for any 
mayhem that ensued at a private event. Other blogs also criticised parenting abilities, arguing: 
… if you are a parent of one the teenagers at this party then you are a disgrace. It is 
your responsibility to teach your children respect for themselves and respect for other 
peoples (sic) property. You have clearly failed on both parts (Post 16, Thompson 
2012).  
This discourse highlighted that regardless of whether the parents were present, it was their 
responsibility to raise young people who have respect for others and their property. Bloggers 
commenting on Victorian articles also discussed the nature of supervision at the party, as 
some parents and guardians who were present were considered negligent due to their own 
alcohol consumption. The following quotes demonstrate this discourse: ‘his mother was 
drinking herself, what a great example to set for your children’ (Post 15, Cresswell 2008) and 
‘I’d say ‘where are the adults’ but the answer is ‘drinking with the underage kids’! 
Irresponsible parents = irresponsible children!’ (Post 2, Cresswell 2008).  
The final negative category that occurred with intermediate frequency was ‘police attendance 
exacerbated the problem’ (4.00%, n = 11). These posts indicated that there were no concerns 
about the party until police responded. As previously noted, it is most likely a neighbour 
requested police attendance (Ducey 2013). Interestingly, some Victorian blog posts indicate 
the blogger was present at the party to support their account of police conduct.  
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… I was at this party before the cops came and everything was fine. There had been 
no serious or big fights then when the police came everything went out of control. 
They caused so much trouble for themselves. The police are acting as if they didn’t do 
anything wrong, but all they did was cause most of the conflict. They were using 
batons and hitting people. They pushed everyone onto the street this is when most of 
the fights actually begun. It wasnt (sic) even that bad, and the worst offenders would 
have been the cops (Post 19, Cresswell 2008). 
In this post, the author self-identifies as an attendee, who is adamant the police incited the 
disorder. However, there may be some concerns with the accuracy of these statements, which 
could express bias against police for closing the event down. Despite this possibility, this 
category did appear with intermediate frequency. 
 
Victoria’s intermediate frequency category expressing neutral attitudes towards parties 
 
Two intermediate categories demonstrated neutral sentiments towards youth parties. 
‘Comments on the socio-economic standing of the party suburb’ related to the posts 
describing the location of the party (6.55%, n = 18), while 1.82% of posts (n = 5) made a 
‘reference to social media’. While these categories were originally considered neutral, it 
became clear that all blog posts contained negative statements. 
Victorian blog posts appeared to be quite judgmental and vocal in connecting violent parties 
to the social standing of a suburb where it was hosted. Examples such as, ‘crickey Narry (sic) 
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Warren is becoming a slush pit, I say put a crowd fence around the house in question and 
leave them to it. no (sic) insurance naturally’ (Post 30, Thompson 2012), demonstrate this 
perspective. Additional examples implied the name of suburb identified in the original report 
was descriptive enough: ‘Pakenham – meh… ‘nuff said!’ (Post 3, Buttler and Flower 2012). 
Others added further insult by linking the location of the party to character of young people 
who reside there: ‘what do you expect, look at the area these ferals live in. Keep these pigs in 
the outer suburbs where they belong’ (Post 2, Thompson 2012). This category indicates the 
suburban location was aligned with perceptions that disorderly parties occur in specific 
regions, and related implications that these suburbs should manage these problems within 
their own boundaries. Other blog posts indicated they left these areas because violent parties 
were too ingrained and common in these communities: 
… just moved to Winch 12 months ago from Bell Post Hill. Understanding the 
complexities is exactly why we moved. Getting out letterbox kicked in each weekend 
is not our idea of a good time (Post 26, Breen 2011). 
A further intermediate category classified as neutral towards parties included blog posts that 
discussed social media, such as Facebook or MySpace. ‘Reference to social media’ blogs 
were uncommon (1.82%, n = 5) as they occurred just over the 1% requirement to be 
classified as occurring with intermediate frequency. Despite their uncommon appearance, 
Facebook was always blamed for the occurrence of disorderly parties: ‘this is why I hate 
facebook’ (sic) (Post 20, Thompson 2012). Furthermore, blog posts making a ‘reference to 
social media’ also outlined that the best preventative solution was simply not to post details 
of the party on any social media platform: 
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… are you young people becoming REALLY DUMB?! (sic) Do NOT (sic) advertise 
your party on social networks. Everyone needs to apply this simple concept! (Post 1, 
Strachan and Flaherty 2012).  
Blog posts also identified that banning the use of Facebook could reduce violence at private 
parties. This discourse is recognised in the following two quotes: ‘it’s simple. Ban these kids 
from social networking sites like MySpace and Facebook’ (Post 5, Cresswell 2008) and 
‘Facebook tyhe (sic) biggest cause of crime should be blocked by our telecommunications the 
same they did in china’ (sic) (Post 36, Thompson 2012). Despite the perceived ‘simplicity’ of 
banning Facebook, no blog posts offered any suggestions about how this would be achieved 
or moderated.  Despite the potential for this classification to be neutral, blog posts in this 
category were overwhelmingly negative. 
 
Victoria’s low frequency category: Party registration 
 
The least common blog category expressed a neutral attitude toward parties. Blog posts that 
made a ‘reference to party registration’ were atypical (0.73%, n = 2) and the least occurring 
blog classification in Victoria. Both posts asserted that all private house parties or ‘parties 
that expect more than 10 people should be registered with police’ (Post 27, Thompson 2012). 
This classification occured with the lowest amount of frequency, and this is concerning, as 
primary definers have clearly indicated party registration is an essential means to detect and 
prevent violent and disorderly incidents from occurring (VicPol 2014). 
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The next section will outline and analyse blog posts collected from articles in Western 
Australian newspapers, including the Perth Now and WA Today that reported on private 
parties between 2008 and 2015. As with the Victorian blog posts, the Western Australian 
comments will be presented as occurring with high, intermediate or low frequencies, whilst 
demonstrating positive, negative or neutral attitudes towards youth parties.  
 
Western Australian blog posts 
	
Western Australia’s three high frequency categories 
 
A total 677 blog posts were collected from articles that appeared in Western Australian 
newspapers. The years 2008, 2009, 2010, 2011 and 2015 did not yield any reports on parties 
that conformed to the sampling requirements, Western Australian blog data encompassed 
only three years: 2012 (n = 628), 2013 (n = 23) and 2014 (n = 26). The three most commonly 
occurring blog classifications within the Western Australian data were aligned with Victorian 
results, comprising ‘comments of a personal nature’ (26.00%, n = 176), which are classified 
as negative, ‘a call for increased punitive action’ (22.45%, n = 152), and ‘comments directed 
towards other commenters’ (20.09%, n = 136). Each of these three most common categories 
contributed over 20 per cent of the overall number of comments, and when combined account 
for approximately two-thirds of all comments. Comparable to Victoria, none of these three 
commonly occurring blog categories demonstrated positive attitudes towards youth parties. 
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Therefore, this analysis will begin by examining the categories that were aligned with 
negative attitudes. 
	
Western Australia’s high frequency categories expressing negative attitudes towards 
parties 
	
Western Australia’s high frequency categories comprised two themes that demonstrated a 
negative attitude towards parties. Blog posts that framed party hosts and those in attendance 
as undesirable were ‘comments of a negative personal nature’ (26.00%, n = 176). These posts 
considered the poor behaviour of young people as ‘absolutely disgusting’ (Post 6, Ducey 
2013) with residents arguing that ‘weekend after weekend we are kept awake until sometimes 
5:00 am by selfish idiots’ (Robertson 2012) who are ‘out of control, looking for a fight and 
without a thought for anyone but themselves’ (Wahlquist 2014). Others characterised young 
people as ‘bogans using up our police force’s time… Pathetic!’ (Post 2, Quartermain 2012), 
and argued ‘there is something definitely wrong with the youths (sic) of today’ (Wahlquist 
2014). 
Many blog posts also made suggestions about measures to curb the behaviour of young 
people, such as mandatory behaviour modification programs. One example suggested: 
 … how about girls are guided so that they don’t actually think dressing up like a tart 
and falling down drunk in the gutter is cool. How about boys are taught to respect 
themselves and the girls they meet (Post 35, Robertson 2012).  
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Similar to Victoria, young people who hosted and attended out of control parties were heavily 
criticised by Western Australian bloggers. 
In addition, ‘a call for increased punitive action’ (22.45%, n = 152) comprised statements 
expressing negative perceptions of parties. This category was concerned with demands for 
the introduction of tougher measures to prevent these events from occurring. Amplified 
punishments were not just limited to the party hosts, but were also directed at gatecrashers, 
invited guests, parents and guardians.  Suggested punishments ranged from the public 
labelling or shaming of offenders, to repairing damage, or imposing fines and imprisonment. 
For example, one blunt post indicated party hosts and those in attendance should receive 
‘MANDATORY (sic) jail time’ (Post 63, Robertson 2012) and be ‘hit with a minimum 
$10,000 fine each time they cause a problem, they will soon get fed up with being hit in the 
pocket. It's not rocket science’ (Post 1, Bolton 2012). Additional responses to lawlessness 
were also proposed, such as: ‘NATIONAL SERVICE (sic) chuck them in the army for a 
stint’ (Post 45, Thompson 2014); 
Other measures were more extreme. Bloggers called for ‘water cannons to be bought in and 
douse the lot. This will cool a few hot heads’ (Post 13, Bolton 2012) and ‘tear gas and a a 
(sic) good bashing is whats (sic) needed. Its (sic) about time vigilante groups were set up to 
control our neighborhoods’ (Post 6, Hickey 2014). Illegal measures such as calls to ‘shoot on 
site (sic)… then you wont (sic) have any problems’ (Post 84, Quartermain 2012) were also 
included, although such extreme sentiments were rare.  
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Interestingly, a discourse that appeared within Western Australian blog posts, but not in the 
Victorian sample, regarded the use of the dog squad. The deployment of the dog squad to 
respond to out of control parties was recognised as an important and necessary response to 
curb the frequency of young people and private parties. Examples included ‘police dogs … 
best type of policing if you ask me’ (Post 8, Wahlquist 2014), and calls to ‘set the bloody 
dogs on them’ (Post 165, Robertson 2012).  
Overall, Western Australian blog posts (22.45% n = 152) demonstrated slightly higher 
support for increased punitive intervention than Victoria (20.72% n = 57).  Blog posts 
expressed support for acute police responses, such as water cannons, (Bolton 2012), tear gas 
(Hickey 2014) and the dog squad (Robertson 2012). References to the dog squad were a 
notable difference between the two states.  Victorian posts did not allude to this, but Western 
Australian responses did. This suggests the content of media reports on police responses to 
violent parties has a direct relationship to blog comments expressing acceptance of 
contentious police tactics. 
 
Western Australia’s high frequency category expressing neutral attitudes towards 
parties 
 
Within the three most commonly occurring blog classifications, ‘comments of a negative 
personal nature’ (26.00%, n = 176) and ‘a call for increased punitive action’ (22.45%, n = 
152) expressed negative attitudes towards parties, whereas ‘comments directed towards other 
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commenters’ (20.09%, n = 136) were originally categorised as neutral towards parties. 
Statements in this classification included all Western Australian blog posts that made some 
reference another blogger. As with Victoria, this category was originally recognised as 
neutral, but deeper analysis revealed these discussions between bloggers were mostly 
negative.  
Comments involving ‘a call for increased punitive action’ (22.45%, n = 152) mainly referred 
to the use of the dog squad, with responses to other blog posts showing support for, or 
contradicting the original post. A post authored by ‘mahatnmacoat’ shows a strong reaction to 
young people and parties, by stating: ‘really…. How far away are we from WAPOL opening 
fire with a machine gun on party goers, thie (sic) Government has gone stark raving mad. 
What is this? A Syrian type Government?’ (Post 56, Robertson 2012). Replies were often not 
aligned with the original blog post, such as: ‘Ah yes @mahatnmacoat, once again you 
represent the raving of the lunatic minority’ (Post 96, Robertson 2012). Another blog post 
from ‘partyhard’ challenged the punitive approach to using the dog squad, by stating ‘bring it 
on, the cops can’t stop us, so what’s some dumb K9 (sic) gonna (sic) do? Hahahahaha’ (Post 
114, Robertson 2012). Replies to this post openly expressed physical harm for the original the 
blogger: ‘hopefully [the dogs] bite you (sic) testicles off @Partyhard. We wouldn’t want the 
likes of you breeding now, would we!’ (Post 136, Robertson 2012).  
The similarly large volume of blog posts in Western Australia and Victoria classified as 
‘comments directed towards other commenters’ reiterates the deindividuation effects of blog 
sites (Myers 2016). This aligns with the findings from one study, which indicates bloggers 
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are more likely to respond to contested rather than congruent comments aligned with their 
individual perspectives (Woong, Park et al. 2013).  
 
Western Australia’s intermediate frequency category expressing positive attitudes 
towards parties 
	
Within the categories that occurred with an intermediate frequency, two demonstrated 
positive attitudes towards parties. These were ‘the party was not perceived to be an issue’ 
(4.57%, n = 31) and ‘comments of a positive personal nature’ (7.98%, n = 54). 
‘The party was not perceived to be an issue’ (4.57%, n = 31) occasionally arose in Western 
Australian blog posts. These indicated the behaviour of young people today was not too 
different from previous generations. For example, one author suggested ‘this is what young 
people have done for generations! Hands up if you didn’t get a bit drunk and loud when they 
were younger?’ (Post 55, Bolton 2012) and another indicated: ‘I would like to ask all of the 
readers, when you were 18 or younger how did you behave in the 60’s, 70’s and 80’s?’ (Post 
5, Wahlquist 2014). Both of these comments support the idea that parties are a natural part of 
‘growing up’. Several other posts reflected this sentiment and indicated young people and 
associated party behaviour was not a significant problem. For example, as one post 
suggested, ‘if all we have to worry about is a few parties, I’s (sic) say Perth is doing okay’ 
(Post 148, Bolton 2012).  
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Another category demonstrating positive attitudes involved ‘comments of a positive personal 
nature’ (7.98%, n = 54), which appeared with greater frequency than comments indicating 
‘the party was not perceived to be an issue’ (4.57%, n = 31). These posts were generally not 
supportive of young people, but did support the police. Examples included ‘respect to the 
police. The crap you guys have to put up with is unbelievable! (Post 90, Quartermain 2012), 
while others also endorsed the work of the police demonstrated with blog posts such as ‘you 
all have no idea what the coppers (police) do’ (Post 73, Bolton 2012). These ‘comments of a 
positive personal nature’ praised the work of the police, and sympathised with ‘the crap’ 
(Quartermain 2012) they endure when attending youth parties. Overall, Western Australian 
discourses differed from Victoria, where ‘comments of a positive personal nature’ tended to 
support the party host but did not express support or condemnation for the police (2.54%, n = 
7).  
 
Western Australia’s intermediate frequency category expressing negative attitudes 
towards parties 
	
Within the blog categories that occurred with intermediate frequency, three categories 
showed a negative attitude towards parties. These included perceptions of ‘party host at fault’ 
(1.33%, n = 9), ‘irresponsible parenting’ (5.91%, n = 40) and ‘police attendance exacerbated 
the problem’ (3.84%, n = 26). All these categories attribute some form of blame against the 
subject of the comment. 
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‘Party host at fault’ (1.33%, n = 9) was a less common negative category. As with Victoria, 
this classification occurred with enough frequency to be considered intermediate rather than 
low, (any classification category that falls under 1%). Only 9 posts out of the total 677 blame 
the party host for the out of control event: 
… I went to primary school with the idiot who hosted this party and he deserves to be 
punished! He's had numerous other parties at halls across the Cockburn district and 
gets banned and moves on to host them at other halls because his parties keep getting 
out of control! Will he ever learn?! Juveniles these days... (Post 65, Quartermain 
2012). 
This quote indicates this was not the first ‘out of control’ incident attributable to this 
particular host, which may impact on perceptions of bloggers and the perception that more 
punitive responses to deal with their behaviour are needed. As with Victoria, additional posts 
argued that the party host should also be held liable for any damage incurred as a result of the 
party: ‘they (the host) should be made to pay the clean-up fee and be held accountable for 
their actions including community service’ (Post 39, Robertson 2012). These results coincide 
with broader concerns about a perceived breakdown in law and order. Despite the calls for 
increased punitive action to be taken against young people who host private parties, it may be 
that bloggers are not directing their calls for punitive actions towards party hosts because they 
consider others attending these events are more responsible.   
An additional negative blog post category, ‘irresponsible parenting’ (5.91%, n = 40), 
outwardly blamed the parents for the disorderly party. Such blog posts included ‘I blame the 
parents’ (Post 75, Quartermain 2012). Other posts questioned why parents did not teach their 
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children respect: ‘how about parents treach (sic) their children the basic rules of respect and 
decency’ (Post 34, Robertson 2012). These statements hold parents responsible for the 
actions of their children, irrespective of whether they were present or supervising the 
disorderly event. One post suggested the community should ‘make parents responsible for 
their little darlings actions and then see good parenting breakout or occur across the state…’ 
(Post 12, Wahlquist 2014). As with Victorian posts in the same category, parenting skills 
were often questioned: ‘all of these out-of-control parties are attended by somebody's 'little 
darlings'. Nannas, Pops, Mums and Dads of these feral youth, you should all be wearing 'F' 
plates - F for FAILED!’ (Post 189, Bolton 2012). These posts indicate that parents are 
responsible for the ‘out of control’ actions of their children (5.91%, n = 40). 
The final negative Western Australian blog category occurring with intermediate frequency 
claimed the party was non-problematic until ‘police attendance exacerbated the problem’ 
(3.84%, N=26). The following example is illustrative:  
…the manning (sic) party was tame and 12 cop cars rocked up… how about spending 
more time on out of control parties than the ones where everyone is behaving 
themselves and having a good time? (Post 35, Bolton 2012).  
This comment indicates a view that police have more important business to attend to rather 
than dispersing partygoers from private property. However, discourses of police using 
excessive force were apparent in both Victoria (4.00%, n = 11) and Western Australia 
(3.84%, n = 26). For example, one post discussing the eight ‘out of control parties’ (Bolton 
2012) across Perth on one evening in 2012, indicate the author of the blog post attended and 
witnessed the overly ‘confrontational’ response from police: 
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… perhaps if they (they police) didn’t turn up in full riot gear they may have less 
problems. It’s the police that are more confrontational, not the kids (Post 75, Bolton 
2012). 
Additional blog posts such as ‘i (sic) bet the trouble only started when the cops showed up’ 
(Wahlquist 2014) and ‘nothing got out of control until the police came bloody gate crasher 
(sic) cops’ (Post 63, Quartermain 2012) support this interpretation.  
Western Australian blogs indicating that ‘police attendance exacerbated the problem’ 
suggested that some bloggers attending the party (Quartermain 2012) considered the police 
response to be disproportionate (Bolton 2012). Western Australian blogs also highlighted 
concerns relating to police dispersal tactics, with some unsure about whether it was better to 
contain an out of control party or have hundreds of young people roaming the street. As 
Robertson (2012, Post 67) stated: ‘what’s worse 300-400 people in a backyard or all 300-400 
leaving at once?’. The proportion of comments that viewed police attendance as 
‘exacerbating the problem’ were consistent in both Victoria (4.00%, n = 11) and Western 
Australia (3.84%, n = 26).  
	
Western Australia’s intermediate frequency category expressing neutral attitudes 
towards parties 
	
Blog posts that occurred with intermediate frequency and were anticipated as demonstrating 
neutral attitudes to parties included ‘comments on the socio-economic standing of the party 
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suburb’ (1.92%, n = 13), and blog posts that made a ‘reference to social media’ (4.14%, n = 
28). As previously noted, further analysis found that these categories mostly demonstrated 
negative attitudes towards parties. Posts involving ‘comments on the socio-economic standing 
of the party suburb’ were less common in Western Australia (1.92%, n = 13) compared with 
Victoria (6.55%, n = 18). However, the discourses associated with the desirability of the 
suburb were largely the same and consistently negative. Examples included: ‘this place is a 
hole and I can’t wait to leave’ (Post 37, Bolton 2012) and ‘what a $#@!hole (sic) of a place’ 
(Post 1, Quartermain 2012). 
Posts making ‘reference to social media’ (4.14%, n = 28) were originally identified as 
demonstrating a neutral attitude towards parties. However, it became apparent these posts 
were largely negative. Facebook was often directly blamed for ‘out of control’ parties. 
Comments such as, ‘Facebook should probably change its name to Faecesbook’ (Post 39, 
Bolton 2012), were consistent with Victoria (1.82%, n = 5), and suggested the optimum 
solution was not to promote the details of private parties online. Blog posts also debated the 
intelligence of young people who utilised social media platforms:  
… Facebook and the dumb ass’s who advertise parties are the problem!! But then 
again most people who use Facebook aren’t that clever anyway when you see the carp 
(sic) that they write (Post 60, Quartermain 2012). 
Interestingly, unlike Victoria, Western Australian blog posts did not call for Facebook to be 
banned. Rather, they suggested that social media users should restrict the disclosure of 
personal information, or rules should be implemented by social media site managers ensure 
posts are not openly conveyed to all users. Examples include ‘if a party is being organized 
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(sic) via Fb (sic) there should be restrictions – FRIENDS ONLY!! (sic) Not ‘friends of 
friends’ or ‘everyone’! (Post 108, Bolton 2012). Punitive measures such as ‘find out who put 
it on FACEBOOK AND CHARGE THEM’ (sic) (Post 56, Quartermain 2012) and ‘if the 
host posts on face book (sic) then they should be prosecuted’ (Post 54, Bolton 2012) also 
emerged in the Western Australian sample: 
… its (sic) about time that Facebook and other social networking infastructures (sic) 
are moderated! We cannot rely on the savy (sic) of those that stupidly post up social 
open domain notices to these events. Sure! That the User (sic) base of these networks 
is huge, moderation, on the surface seems an impossible task. But it IS (sic) doable if 
one substrings posting content and intercepts the substing (sic) into a second stage 
moderation regime (Post 99, Robertson 2012).  
One Western Australian post suggested that rather than restricting the use of Facebook by 
young people, social media could be used to alert the police to publicly advertise parties by; 
‘giving us a page/way to dob in these parties we find on Facebook’ (Post 101, Bolton 2012). 
This increased public concern about young people advertising private parties on social media 
(Lawson and Strange 2015) was less extreme than Victorian blog posts calling for a ban on 
the use of social media. However, there was no further detail in this post about how social 
media could be used to inform police of a proposed private event. While also largely punitive 
in nature, Western Australian blog posts offered more realistic suggestions about the use and 
regulation of social media, but generally did not state how these measures could be 
implemented. Overall, both states recognised that social media platforms, such as Facebook, 
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warranted supervision, although Victorian blog responses (1.82%, n = 5) including a 
‘reference to social media’ were less frequent than in Western Australia (4.14%, n = 28). 
	
Western Australia’s low frequency category: Party registration 
	
The least common blog category was also originally identified as neutral toward parties. 
However, Western Australian blog posts making ‘reference to party registration’ (0.59%, n = 
4) were generally unsupportive of or negative towards this initiative. These posts indicated 
registration would not be effective in reducing the frequency of young people, alcohol and 
private parties: ‘police need to start retaining data. !! (sic) This is ridiculous!The (sic) Police 
Party Safe programs do not work!!’ (Post 149, Quartermain 2012). 
All Western Australian posts opposed party registration. One of these offered a cynical 
reason why police would want party hosts to register their upcoming gatherings:  
… the reason why cops invite people to register their parties is so they can take the 
horses out for a ride. Must have gone through their entire DVD collection at the 
station i (sic) guess (Post 29, Bolton 2012). 
Thus, Western Australian bloggers argued that party registration was either ineffective or 
impractical (Quartermain 2012).  
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Summary  
 
The three categories with high frequency across both Victoria and Western Australia showed 
only minor differences in their overall percentages. The high frequency categories in Victoria 
and Western Australia included ‘comments of a personal nature’, which were negative (Vic: 
21.81%, n = 60; WA: 26.00%, n = 176), ‘comments directed towards other commenters’ 
(Vic: 21.45%, n = 59; WA: 20.09%, n = 136), which were originally considered neutral, but 
on further analysis were also overly negative and ‘a call for increased punitive action’ (Vic: 
20.72%, n = 57; WA: 22.45%, n = 152). The three high frequency classifications across both 
states consistently demonstrating negative attitudes towards parties accounted for over 60% 
of all comments examined in this study. 
Key discourses such as policing, lawlessness and punitiveness emerged in both Victorian and 
Western Australian articles and blog posts. Thus, the original media portrayals of the police 
responses at the scene are largely supported by corresponding discourses in the majority of 
blog posts. 
 
Victorian blog posts – key findings 
	
The examination of Victorian blog posts highlights the high occurrence of ‘comments 
directed towards other commenters’ (21.45%, n = 59). Most blogging interactions with other 
bloggers expressed negative sentiments towards young people, alcohol, social media and 
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parties. This reinforces the issue of deindividuation and the willingness to provide contrary 
views to others through online communication forums (Woong, Park et al. 2013). 
Within Victoria, the most common high frequency category expressing negative perspectives 
of parties involved ‘comments of a negative personal nature’ (21.81%, n = 60). This category 
was associated with lawlessness, in that the blog posts consistently referred to the breakdown 
of law and order (Short 2012) and tried to ‘identify the people responsible for breaking down 
the morals of society’ (Post 3, Minear 2013). Young people were described as ‘pigs’ (Post 3, 
Thompson 2012), ‘feral’ (Post 19, Thompson 2012) and ‘inconsiderate bogan rats’ (Post 5, 
Buttler and Flower 2012) who were simply ‘a waste of space’ (Post 12, Cresswell 2008). 
They were deemed to have ‘utter disrespect for property and the owners of it, complete 
absence of any sense of accountability, responsibility, empathy or belief they have done 
anything wrong!’ (Post 42, Thompson 2012). Conversely, ‘comments of a positive personal 
nature’ were less frequent (2.54%, n = 7), which supports the notion that Victorian bloggers 
perceive young partygoers as unruly and in need of increased regulation. 
Media discourses of lawlessness appeared to generate negative attitudes towards parties, 
which emerged with high frequency and could explain the high number of posts expressing ‘a 
call for increased punitive action’ (21.72%, n = 57). These posts reinforced statements in the 
main article that ‘wild parties and loud music in our neighbourhoods seem to be spreading 
right across Australia’ (Post 13, Breen 2011) and their growing emergence is ‘a real problem 
that needs real solutions’ (Post 13, Breen 2011). This view is aligned with language in the 
original media reports indicating ‘out of control’ parties are an increasing problem. Blog 
posts often showed support for this perspective: ‘isn’t it about time that we legislate to make 
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such gatherings an offence?’ (Post 6, Thompson 2012) and ‘house wreckers should be 
charged with as many offences as possible’; and calls to ‘put the lot in jail’ (Post 70, 
Thompson 2012). ‘A call for increased punitive action’ (21.72%, n = 57) occurred with high 
frequency within Victoria, which expresses agreement with statements by police indicating 
private youth parties threaten social order that were prominent in the original media reports.  
The blog categories that occurred with intermediate frequency indicating ‘the party was not 
perceived to be an issue’ (8.00%, n = 22), can be combined with the high frequency 
occurrence of ‘comments of a negative personal nature’ (21.81, n = 60) and those mentioning 
‘a call for increased punitive action’ (21.72%, n = 57) to suggest the blogging community 
considers youth parties as problematic. These findings are also associated with the 
intermediate categories that generally supported the idea that ‘police attendance exacerbated 
the problem’ (4.00%, n = 11). It seems likely that people who attended the party authored the 
11 blog posts that indicated ‘the cops were hitting people with battens! (sic) it was controlled 
untill (sic) they got there!’ (Post 34, Cresswell 2008). Other blog posts support this 
assessment: 
I think the biggest issue here is, what is going to become of Jordan and especially his 
mates that wrote in this forum? Seriously, they are thicker than bricks and dumberthan 
(sic) a box of hammers! They can’t put a sentence together without multiple errors 
and poor structure (Post 32, Cresswell 2008). 
It was also found Victorian blog posts overwhelmingly blamed ‘irresponsible parenting’ 
(7.64%, n = 21) rather than the ‘party host’ (1.45%, n = 4) for the ‘out of control’ party. 
These categories both demonstrate a negative attitude towards parties that occurred with 
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intermediate frequency. This may be due to party hosts (Korssen 2015) often being under the 
legal age of responsibility in Australia (18 years). It may also be linked to irresponsible 
behaviour by party supervisors, with one reported as being intoxicated (Cresswell 2008) and 
another being arrested after assaulting a police officer at the event (Breen 2011). Blog posts 
also supported more parental accountability regardless of whether or not they attended or 
knew of the event being organised by their children: ‘as a parent, it is your job to teach your 
children responsibility’ (Post 17, Thompson 2012). This reinforces a perception that if young 
people do host an ‘out of control’ party, it is due to ‘poor parenting’ (Post 11, Thompson 
2012), and ‘a sheer lack of discipline’ (Post 23, Breen 2011).  
Blog posts occurring with intermediate frequency also included ‘references to social media’ 
(1.82%, n = 5). This classification did not generate significant attention, despite primary 
definers reported in the original news article commenting that ‘the party was advertised on 
Facebook’ (Thompson 2012). Despite initially being recognised as neutral, the content of 
these posts was largely negative: ‘Facebook is poison!’ (Post 21, Thompson 2012). This 
indicates that blog posts did not perceive social media to be a major cause of disorderly 
parties. It is plausible the Victorian blog posts are not interested in the means by which young 
people host parties. Rather they just want these gatherings to be limited and controlled. 
Finally, ‘references to party registration’ (0.73%, n = 2) comprised less than 1% of all 
Victorian blog posts (0.75%, n = 2) and occurred with low frequency. This category was 
originally identified as neutral; however, it was clear the discourses within these two posts 
was negative as neither considered party registration to be beneficial. This contrasts with the 
police view that registration will make parties safer (VicPol 2014). Despite media reliance on 
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the police as a key source of information regarding preventative approaches to combat ‘out of 
control’ parties, these findings indicate the blogging community does not appear to support 
party registration as an appropriate response.  
	
Western Australian blog posts – key findings 
	
As with Victoria, ‘comments directed towards other commenters’ (20.09%, n = 136) was a 
high frequency category, originally considered to demonstrate neutral attitudes towards 
parties. However, it become apparent that blog posts acknowledging other bloggers were 
mostly negative. This is demonstrated by the quote: ‘Billygoat070180, you douche bag’ (Post 
145, Bolton 2012). This type of conversation between bloggers indicates young people and 
parties is an issue people are willing to express opinions on, and again reinforces a pattern of 
deindividuation (Myers 2016). 
Within Western Australia, ‘comments of a negative personal nature’ (26.00%, n = 176) was 
the most frequently occurring negative blog post classification. These posts associated parties 
with a broader view of youth lawlessness and lack of respect for the law (Strachan and 
Flaherty 2012). Young party hosts were described as ‘bogans’, ‘meatheads’ (Post 139, 
Robertson 2012) and ‘idiots’ (Post 8, Ducey 2013) who demonstrated ‘feral’ (Post 11, Bolton 
2012) and ‘reckless’ (Post 11, Offer 2013) behaviour. These descriptions of young people 
reiterate perceptions of a broader social breakdown, involving a loss of morals and orderly 
values (Short 2012). 
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‘Comments of a positive personal nature’ (7.98%, n = 54) highlighted positive attitudes 
towards parties and with intermediate frequency, but were more frequent than Victoria 
(2.54%, n = 7). Interestingly, this was the only blog classification with a variation of more 
than a 5% between the two states. Possible reasons behind this difference could be the greater 
number of Victorian blog posts demonstrating support for party hosts (Cresswell 2008), and 
the higher number Western Australian blog posts demonstrating support for the police. Blog 
posts such as ‘think of the brave policemen that are injured attending these parties, some even 
disabled for life by these morons’ (Post 194, Robertson 2012) reinforce this interpretation. 
Overall, Western Australia blog posts indicated similar support for ‘a call for increased 
punitive action’ (22.45%, n = 152) compared with Victoria (20.72%, n = 57). This was a high 
frequency category demonstrating negative attitudes towards parties by favouring harsh 
punishments for hosting events that become disorderly or appear to require police 
intervention (Robertson 2012). One possible reason for the minor difference between states 
could be the references in the original media articles in Western Australia to the deployment 
of the dog squad (Robertson 2012), the air wing and mounted police (Bolton 2012). Blog 
posts frequently supported the use of the dog squad: ‘Good idea. Set the bloody dogs on 
them!’ (Post 166, Robertson 2012) and other physical incapacitation tactics including ‘pepper 
spay’ (sic) and ‘batton (sic) charging them’ (Post 36, Robertson 2012). Punitive measures 
also extended to fines ‘its (sic) about time the party throwers were made to pay for police 
time’ (Post 22, Bolton 2012) and imprisonment ‘lock them all up. I don’t want these people 
in my community’ (Post 10, Quartermain 2012). This latter quote also demonstrates a desire 
to remove young people who host parties from the community. One blog post even stated:  
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…it’s a pity that politicians don’t read these posts as a true gauge of public feeling. 
Don’t they realise that people are fed up with those who display antisocial behaviour? 
(Post 164, Robertson 2012).  
This comment indicates the majority bloggers, and possibly the community, support 
increased punitive action to combat ‘out of control’ parties. Interestingly, comments relating 
to the dog squad, air wing and mounted police as responses to parties did not appear within 
Victorian media reports. 
 ‘A call for increased punitive action’ (22.45%, n = 152) was also a high frequency category, 
which involved intermediate perceptions of blog posts that ‘police attendance exacerbated 
the problem’ (3.84%, n = 26). This classification was lower than Victoria (4.00%, n = 11) 
where blog posts were appeared more likely to have been authored by party guests (Cresswell 
2008). Within the Western Australian sample, police were less likely to be perceived as 
exacerbating the problem, and blog posts generally supported the police response depicted in 
the original media report: ‘Good. They should all be arrested and charged’ (Post 11, 
Wahlquist 2014). This finding could be due to greater willingness of the media to mention 
questionable police responses to youth behaviour that increase fear amongst readers, even 
this could also be viewed as an overreaction to youth parties that become disorderly.  
As with Victoria, Western Australian ‘irresponsible parents’ (5.91%, n = 40) were more 
often blamed than young ‘party hosts’ (1.33%, n = 9), with both categories in both states 
largely negative and occurring with intermediate frequency. There were no Western 
Australian media reports suggesting the party hosts were directly responsible for these events. 
However, most Western Australian blog posts reported alarm ‘at the lack of parenting’ (Post 
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148, Quartermain 2012), demanded that ‘parents take some responsibility for where their 
children are at night’ (Post 34, Robertson 2012) and explained that ‘it’s the parents 
responsibility to teach children acceptable behaviour’ (Post 126, Quartermain 2012). 
Intermediate ‘references to social media’ (4.14%, n = 28) were more frequent in Western 
Australia than Victoria (1.82%, n = 5). This category was originally classified as neutral; 
however, the tenor of these comments was overtly negative. Western Australian blog posts 
recognised that advertising a party on Facebook was potentially problematic: ‘the fact was it 
was advertised on facebook (sic) which everyone knows that it will get out of hand’ (Post 48, 
Quartermain 2012). This mirrors discourses in original media reports that advertising parties 
on Facebook increases the chance of harm (Bolton 2012). An additional blog post supports 
this perception, whilst adding that formal criminal charges should be laid when such 
advertisements are detected. 
What appears to be PATHETIC (sic) to me are the PERSON/S (sic) who advertised 
the party on FACEBOOK??? (sic) They were asking for trouble and I think THEY 
SHOULD BE CHARGED (sic) with (if nothing else) absolute irresponsible 
NEGLECT (sic) for the safety of others!!!!! Facebook is just like everything else - IF 
USED WISELY - IS GREAT (sic). But what sort of IDIOT (sic) advertises like that? 
(Post 91, Quartermain 2012). 
These findings may be attributed to the media reporting tactics that incite a moral panic. This 
includes the risks and unintended consequences of using social media to organise a party 
(Bolton 2012) and the prospect of fines and imprisonment (targeting both adult and youth 
hosts) if parties advertised or promoted on Facebook become violent  (Robertson 2012). 
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Finally, the sole low frequency and negative category involved Western Australian blog posts 
making ‘reference to party registration’ (0.59%, n = 4), accounting for less than 1% of all 
blog posts. This contrasts with Victoria, given several original news articles provided 
statements from Victoria Police members recommending party registration ‘to reduce the risk 
of things getting out of hand’ (Strachan and Flaherty 2012). As Western Australian media 
and police did not identify party registration as an option, blog posts appeared more willing to 
question the reasoning for this measure its potential effectiveness (Bolton 2012). Another 
explanation for the low frequency of comments relating to party registration (0.59%, n = 4) 
may be relevant to the high number of posts containing ‘a call for increased punitive action’ 
(22.45%, n = 152). This could favour increased an increased preference for harsher 
punishments for young people who are involved with out of control parties in Western 
Australia, rather than an alternative form of preventative intervention.  
It is possible media reports of police tactics shape the way bloggers perceive ‘out of control’ 
parties as a problem that demands a punitive response. As media reports commonly rely on 
police statements as the primary definers of disorderly parties (Jackson and Bradford 2009), 
these discourses commonly refer to issues such as lawlessness, community fear and social 
breakdown. Combined with sensationalist headlines, these reporting practices create a 
perception that young people hosting private parties or advertising them through social media 
are increasingly ‘out of control’.  
Overall, the three blog categories that occurred with high frequency in Victoria and Western 
Australia were ‘comments of a negative personal nature’, ‘a call for increased punitive 
action’ both of which were negative, and ‘comments directed towards other commenters’ 
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(neutral) (see Table 5). This classification process produced similar findings across all 
categories in both states, except for ‘comments of a positive personal nature’, which was the 
only category in Victoria (2.54%, n = 7) and Western Australian (7.98%, n = 54) to differ by 
more than 5%. Despite this difference, this category occurred with intermediate frequency in 
both states. The least common classification was ‘reference to party registration’, even 
though original news reports in both states highlighted the importance of registering a party 
to reduce the chances of collective youth violence, disorder, and property damage (Bolton 
2012), by ensuring police have all the information they need to quickly respond if needed 
(VicPol 2014). The results of this classification in both states highlight discourses 
surrounding young people, alcohol, social media and private parties are mostly negative.  
 
Conclusion 
	
This chapter demonstrates that media portrayals of young people, alcohol and private parties 
may impact the perceptions of bloggers. The examination of blog posts in both states may 
imply a moral panic associated with parties that occur in the private space, with posts 
consistently raising the necessity for highly punitive, and at times extreme, formal justice 
responses (Robertson 2012), including greater targeted regulation parties and young people. 
This sudden and excessive feeling of fear that leads to increased efforts to secure safety 
(Cohen 1972) are features of a moral panic. High frequencies of blog posts mentioning ‘a call 
for more punitive action’ against young people in both states, and in Western Australia 
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attributing blame to their parents, as well as ‘comments of a negative personal nature’, 
contrasted with low numbers of posts indicating ‘the party was not perceived to be an issue’ 
in contrast to the original report. This indicates that reports about private parties resonate as a 
serious problem amongst individuals who blog in both Victoria and Western Australia. 
However, the major initiative branded as essential by police to reduce the occurrence of 
disorderly private parties, namely party registration, did not resonate with bloggers, and in 
some cases its value was completely dismissed (Quartermain 2012). Chapter 6 will 
summarise these findings in light of the formal policies that have been introduced in response 
to the intense media reporting of parties documented in this study.
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Chapter 6 
Conclusion 
Introduction 
 
This thesis explored how private parties have been identified as an increasing social problem 
in Victoria and Western Australia due to media reporting techniques that rely on the views of 
police as primary definers of this problem. The content and discourse analysis of Victorian 
and Western Australian online news reports relating to disorderly private house parties and 
corresponding blog posts, was conducted to determine the relationship between the media’s 
depiction of private parties, and various strategies aimed at controlling the behaviour of 
young people. This chapter will summarise these findings in light of the formal policies that 
have largely emerged in response to sensationalist media reporting of parties documented in 
this study. This will also include a discussion of how these initiatives could be viewed as 
symptoms of a moral panic to deal with problem of private parties. 
 
The relationship between the media, young people and parties 
	
Corey Worthington’s party continues to capture public interest and collective memory. 
Worthington’s ‘out of control’ party (Devine 2008, Smith 2015) can be viewed within media 
language as the starting point for a new menace to society, the crisis of the party. When 
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Worthington hosted a ‘feral’ (Hastie and Higginbottom 2008) party while his parents were 
away from the family home, he embodied community fears about the untameable young 
person. The media coverage of Worthington’s party highlighted anxieties related to the social 
media use of young people, the previously unseen scale of youth parties, the lack of apparent 
consequences for his conduct and ensuing ‘celebrity’ status. When combined, each of these 
factors reinforced media depictions and broader public perceptions about the hazards of 
unsupervised and irresponsible young people. 
The notoriety and admiration gained from Worthington’s party in 2008 can be described as a 
‘signal crime’ (Innes, 2004) that resulted in international fame through news media 
interviews, celebrity appearances and professional job opportunities to organise youth parties 
(Hastie, Walliker et al. 2008). Since then, other young people (O'Rourke 2016, Moulton 
2016) have hosted large-scale parties promoted through Facebook and other social media. As 
with Worthington, these young people have also been depicted as ‘out of control’ by the 
mainstream media (Galloway 2014). These rare incidents convey the teenage party as a key 
source of public fear, and generate demands for the increased supervision of young people in 
private spaces. Research has indicated that media reports influence public understandings of 
crime, and in particular the way media sensationalism of the nature and extent of crime 
shapes official  policy (Mccombs 1997), the promotion of punitive legislative responses, and 
the resistance towards ‘other’ forms of knowledge besides the opinions of primary definers 
that may contradict these perspectives (Hogg and Brown 1998).	
Parties that do not become violent or ‘out of control’ are invariably not deemed newsworthy. 
The dominant media focus on infrequent but extremely disorderly violent parties which 
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promote the views of police as primary definers (Lawson and Strange 2015) may have 
skewed public perceptions about the realistic frequency and scale of damage at these largely 
unsupervised private events. While the actual frequency of ‘out of control’ parties is 
unknown, media depictions of extreme incidents are likely to sensationalise and over-
represent the perceived ‘surge’ (Watson 2013) of ‘out of control’ events. Despite the 
persistent use of emotive language within media reports, key terminology, such as how many 
guests constitute an ‘out of control’ party, was never defined. This deficiency further 
stimulates a moral panic relating to young people, private parties, alcohol consumption and 
social media (Krinsky 2013). Moral panic is therefore more than the increased media 
attention. It is also related to how it influences formal justice and policy responses, and the 
subsequent effect this has on those who are the focus of public anxieties. Parties are a signal 
(Innes 2004) deployed by both the media and police to represent a more widespread social 
problem relating to young people that demands their increased regulation of young people in 
private homes. The media’s use of inflammatory and indefinable expressions, such as ‘out of 
control’ (Hickey 2014) and ‘feral’ (Breen 2011) helps to magnify the scale of harms 
associated with private house parties.  
 
For example, Victorian media reports on parties described young people as ‘feral’, ‘violent’, 
‘riotous’ (Buttler and Flower 2012), ‘wild’ (Minear 2013), with  headlines such as ‘man 
stabbed during party on Mornington Peninsula’ (Harris 2011) and emotive language 
denouncing how ‘houses were wrecked’ (Thompson 2012) and ‘youths smashed a police car 
windscreen’ (Breen 2011). This wording potentially increases perceptions of risk about youth 
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behaviour (Innes 2004), which could validate a range of protective regulatory responses, 
including providing police with greater powers to close down a disorderly party (Buttler and 
Flower 2012) by moving revellers on (Thompson 2012), requiring hosts to hire private 
security (Thompson 2014), seeking police permission to host future events (Minear 2013) 
and introducing police databases to collect information about proposed events (MacDonald 
2011). Victorian media reports also suggested formal responses could include cautioning 
teens (Cresswell 2008) and imposing custodial sentences (Breen 2011). 
Similarly, Western Australian headlines such as ‘police officer kicked, man in coma after 
violent night of parties (Orr 2012) and ‘dog squad set loose on wild parties’ (Robertson 2012) 
portray ‘anarchy in the suburbs’ (Watson 2013), characterised by police views of ‘chaos’ 
(Korssen 2015) as parties became ‘out of control’ (Quartermain 2012). In both states, 
common ‘catch phrases’ encompassed hazardous elements of collective disorder and alcohol 
consumption, which inflame public anxieties about parties (Kappeler, Blumberg et al. 1996) 
and youth behaviour. This can fuel moral panics and may lead to demands for further 
regulatory control. Such media depictions are often shaped by the opinions of experts, or 
primary definers, who sensationalise the harms related to, and occurrences of, ‘out of control’ 
parties. The media then fuels concerns exaggerating their commonality and the realistic threat 
of these dangers (Flynn, Slovic et al. 2001), As the moral panic gains momentum, 
campaigners ‘react’ through public discourses, laws, and policies (Krinsky 2013). Such 
media generated panics may create problematic forms of governance that respond to media 
representations of these problems (Crawford 2003) rather than their actual occurrence. 
Targeting young people purely based on media-generated fears can have detrimental long-
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term outcomes that are underpinned by the assumption that many young people will commit 
an offence at some point in the future (Zedner 2007). This results in the punitive surveillance 
and management of young people through additional police powers (Palmer 2012).  
Along with demands for greater police powers, many Western Australian responses were 
debateable in terms of their suitability to prevent the occurrence of private parties. Proposals 
to deploy the dog squad (Bolton 2012), police air wing (Quartermain 2012) and mounted 
police (Robertson 2012) at ‘out of control’ parties, were combined with formal amendments 
to the Criminal Code (2006) introducing a specific offence of organising an out of control 
party (Robertson 2012), and enhancing police move on powers (Quartermain 2012), or 
detaining partygoers (Wahlquist 2014). These discourses of punitiveness across both states 
appear to be directly related to proposals made by primary definers in the original media 
reports. There is an over-reliance on police sources when reporting on crime, combined with 
the media reluctance to seek out alternative independent views. This further ensures that 
police views dominate the reporting style of parties (Mawby 2007) which further pushes their 
own agendas. Therefore, it is probable that there is a link between the views of primary 
definers and proposed reforms suggested in media content. These perspectives indicate how 
attempts to regulate young people, alcohol, social media and parties emerge with very little, 
or no informed discussion or public debate. 
Whilst no Australian study to date has examined blog posts and crime, blog posts provide a 
measure of individual perspectives and un-edited views of the thoughts of a sub-set of readers 
in response to news items (Garden 2007). Prior overseas research (Drezner and Farrell 2008, 
Van de Velde, Meijer et al. 2015) uses blog analysis to suggest they have value in 
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understanding crime and justice issues. The current study suggests the content of blog posts 
often contains direct responses to media portrayals of young people and parties, as blog 
comments typically reflected negative perceptions of ‘out of control’ youth, and ‘calls for 
increased punitive action’ to combat this problem.  
The blog posts examined in this study contained largely negative attitudes about private 
parties in both Victoria (55.62% n = 153) and Western Australia (59.53% n = 403). These 
findings suggest that bloggers in both states understood parties as a problem that produced 
high rates of punitive discourse supporting harsher forms of regulation and punishment. This 
suggests the key finding of this study is that blog comments solicited by mainstream media 
generally reflect the content of the original media report, and the views of primary definers, 
such as police and government officials, which demand tougher and more punitive regulation 
of private parties. This is evident in blog posts in both states. For example, in line with 
suggestions in the original media articles, there was a high frequency of Victorian blog posts 
expressing support for ‘increased punitive action’ (20.72%, n = 57) to combat the ‘problem’ 
of private parties, even if these suggestions were unrealistic. These included proposals such 
as ‘seriously, the police need to start shooting people’ (Post 7, Breen 2011). Widespread 
negative sentiments (55.62%, n = 153) expressed by bloggers demonstrate that they interpret 
parties as a legitimate source of fear and concern: a ‘national problem’ that is ‘getting worse’ 
(Post 18,  Breen 2011) that reflects the ‘breaking down the morals of society’ (Post 3, Minear 
2013). This perception of negativity increases when categories that originally appeared to be 
neutral contained overwhelmingly negative discourses relating to ‘the socio-economic 
standing of the party suburb’ (6.55%, n = 18), ‘comments directed towards other 
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commenters’ (21.45%, n = 59), references to ‘social media’ (1.82%, n = 5) and support for 
mandatory ‘party registration’ (0.73%, n = 2). Ultimately, these blog comments could have 
demonstrated either a positive or negative attitude towards youth parties. However, as the 
analysis progressed, it became apparent these neutral categories displayed overly negative 
attitudes towards parties that supported reform proposals contained in the original news 
article. Overall, negative attitudes to parties comprised 86.17% of all Victorian blog posts, 
while ‘comments of a positive personal nature’ (2.54%, n = 7) and those indicating ‘the party 
was not perceived to be an issue’ (8.00% n = 22) that expressed positive attitudes towards 
parties or questioned the police response and the need for tougher regulation of youth 
behaviour accounted for less than 11% of Victorian blog posts analysed in this study.  
Calls ‘for more punitive action’ (20.72%, n = 57) clearly over-shadowed alternative 
preventative responses, such as the potential for mandatory party registration (0.73%, n=2). 
However, Victorian blog posts rarely discussed party registration, which was the lowest 
category despite recommendations by primary definers that this was crucial to reducing the 
risk of wild behaviour at private events (Innes 2004, Strachan and Flaherty 2012, VicPol 
2014). These findings may suggest bloggers commenting on Victorian media articles are 
concerned about parties, and desire more punitive action rather than mandatory party 
registration. Sensationalising  rare, yet extreme occurrences of ‘out of control’ parties in blog 
posts can be aligned with media generated perspectives of moral panic (Cohen 1972). 
Reporting techniques consistently identify young party goers as folk devils who are 
responsible for the demise of social order society. Moreover, exclusive reliance on police as 
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trusted primary definers, such as the police, while omitting alternative views, further drives 
the formal policy agenda (Jewkes 2004) that supports greater police powers (Garland 2008). 	
Similarly, Western Australian blog posts demonstrated high overall support for ‘increased 
punitive action’ (22.45% n = 152) that reflect discourses in the original media reports 
provided by primary definers that suggest the ‘laws need an upgrade’ (Post 16, Robertson 
2012) to prevent the occurrence of violent youth parties, or ‘more needs to be done to protect 
society from underage thugs’ (Post 41, Bolton 2012). Negative ‘comments of a personal 
nature’ occurred with the highest frequency (26.00%, n = 176). When combined with all 
neutral categories, including ‘party host at fault’ (1.33%, n = 9), ‘irresponsible parenting’ 
(5.91%, n = 40), ‘police attendance exacerbated the problem’ (3.84%, n = 26) and ‘a call for 
increased punitive action’ (22.45%, n = 152) negative sentiments about youth parties 
accounted for 55.62% of the total number of Western Australian blog posts. Once neutral 
posts, such as ‘comments on the socio-economic standing of the party suburb’ (1.92%, n = 
13), ‘comments directed towards other commenters’ (20.09%, n = 136), ‘reference to social 
media’ (4.14%, n = 28) and ‘reference to party registration’ (0.59%, n = 4) were reclassified, 
the overall proportion of negative blog posts in Western Australia rose to 86.27%. The 
margin of difference between Victorian and Western Australian negative attitudes was a mere 
0.10%. In contrast, the two categories demonstrating positive attitudes to youth parties, 
namely ‘the party was not perceived to be an issue’ (4.57%, n = 31) and ‘comments of a 
positive personal nature’ (7.98%, n = 54), accounted for only 12.55% of Western Australian 
blog posts, which reflects how the media frames young people as a threat to social order 
(Dorfman and Schiraldi 2001).  
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Although Western Australian Police strongly encourage party registration to ensure the 
‘safety and wellbeing’ of guests, and to minimise potential harm from ‘excessive alcohol 
consumption or gatecrashers’ (WAPOL 2015), Western Australian news reports rarely 
mentioned party registration (0.59%, n = 4) as an option to deal with disorderly parties 
involving hundreds of young people. This disparity between measures identified by police as 
primary definers of the problem in media reports is also reflected in highly punitive blog 
posts in Western Australia. While bloggers in both states indicate police need more formal 
power over young people who engage in this undesirable behaviour, including a specified 
offence to criminalise ‘out of control’ parties (WAPOL 2015), these negative discourses were 
only slightly lower in Victoria (55.62%, n = 153) compared to Western Australia (59.53%, n 
= 403). Occasionally, a blog post was critical of media sensationalism: ‘no wonder there is 
another one [party] when the media give them so much attention for doing it!’ (Post 29, 
Thompson 2012). However, the majority of posts clearly signified a desire for increased 
regulation and harsher penalties, despite many studies demonstrating punitiveness has a 
limited impact on preventing undesirable behaviours (Matthews 2009, Steinberg and Scott 
2010). This is consistent with Welch, Fenwick et al. (1998), who found that distorted images 
of public disorder are framed and supported by the views of primary definers, notably state 
managers, policy experts and police, who are commonly used by the media for expert 
commentary about crime.  
Only a small proportion of blog posts questioned an overly punitive response to youth parties. 
For example, Victorian blog posts conveyed that the community ‘needs to chill out about 
this... After all it was just a party’ (Post 42, Cresswell 2008) and ‘many commenters are over-
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reacting to a bit of undisciplined adolescent energy and exuberance’ (Post 47, Thompson 
2012). Similarly, Western Australian blog posts also stated ‘you are being TOO (sic) harsh on 
these people. Ease up, after all it was New Year’s Eve’ (Post 73, Quartermain 2012), or 
expressed alarm at the prospect of going ‘to jail for having a party? Is this for real?’ (Post 26, 
Robertson 2012). Nevertheless, blog comments from both Victoria and Western Australia 
were overwhelmingly negative and supported a highly disciplinary and punitive response to 
‘out of control’ parties. As the media shape perspectives of young people and parties, the 
negative support for these proposals suggests there is a connection between blog comments 
and police perspectives of youth parties that creates a self-reinforcing cycle of public 
sentiment favouring the views of primary definers and subsequent demands for tougher 
reforms. Only one non-police representative from the Youth Affairs Council of Western 
Australia was reported as disagreeing with the proposed reforms advocated by police in that 
state. While this statement indicated more punitive regulation of young people ‘will have no 
real impact’ (Robertson 2012), both the majority of media reports and blog posts 
overwhelmingly favour expanded police powers, even if these have potential to magnify 
disorder when youth parties become ‘out of control’.  
 
Social media  
	
The increasing use of social media has transformed parties, by altering means of 
communication between young people (Wood 2016) and making it easier to notify actual or 
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uninvited party guests almost instantly (Ellison, Steinfield et al. 2007). Facebook is a 
platform to connect and share online information (Facebook 2016). However, vague and 
confusing privacy settings amplify the risk of harm (Krinsky 2013), particularly in relation to 
communicating party invitations (Emmerson 2012). Details of ‘private’ events can be easily 
spread to gatecrashers whose attendance often causes problems, or even fatal violence in 
extreme cases (Dmytryshchak and Woods 2015).  
This study found police statements in published media reports expressed concern about how 
young people use social media. Police commonly viewed social media use as a major 
contributing to a party becoming problematic (Ramadge 2010, Chamberlin and Danslow 
2014, Zervos 2016). For example, as documented in Chapter 4, a ‘riotous’ party in 
Pakenham, Victoria, was promoted on Facebook, where holes were punched in the ceilings, 
windows were smashed and door torn from their hinges (Buttler and Flower 2012); a 
Melbourne mother used Facebook to organise ‘wild underage parties’ (Minear 2013); and a 
young Cranbourne entrepreneur used Facebook to organise profit making parties (Korssen 
2015). In Western Australia, guests were notified of an ‘out of control’ New Year’s Eve 
event through Facebook (Quartermain 2012), which led to police dispatching mounted horse 
patrols, the dog squad and the air wing. Social media was also used by young people to boast 
about their revelry (Strachan and Flaherty 2012), while police have used Facebook to 
terminate parties (Zervos 2016). Media emphasis on social media uses language that may 
trigger apprehension towards young people, alcohol consumption and collective activities, all 
of which are linked to, and reinforce, perceptions of irresponsibility.  These views are largely 
based on media representations that magnify the frequency and scale of ‘out of control’ 
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parties, yet temper criticism of police responses because they are primary definers.  
Controlling ‘out of control’ youth and parties 
	
The regulation of alcohol consumption on licensed premises (Graham, Miller et al. 2014) can 
be easily be circumvented by young people drinking in private space (White 2008, Callinan 
2014). Negative media reporting (Guo and Lai 2015) may emphasise the messages of primary 
definers about young people consuming alcohol at private parties, which, in turn, can lead to 
demands for increased regulation and control in private spaces (Jernigan and Wright 1996). 
Secondary supply legislation and party registration are two responses to this ‘problem’. 
Section 3 of the Liquor Control Amendment Act 2011 (Vic), which amended section 119 of 
the Liquor Control Reform Act 1998 (Vic), prohibited the secondary supply of alcohol to 
young people under the age of 18 years in private homes in 2013. This requires party hosts to 
obtain written or verbal permission from the parent or guardian of the underage attendee for 
alcohol to be lawfully consumed on private property. Without prior consent, the host is liable 
for a fine of up to $7,000 (Devic 2013). However, this approach raises important questions 
about contemporary policing and alcohol consumption. First, the authenticity of both verbal 
and written permission could be fallacious. Second, these provisions responsibilise adults to 
prevent young people from experiencing or engaging in harm, by requiring them to keep a 
record of attendees who can and cannot consume alcohol. This can be extremely difficult for 
adults to supervise, as they have to be consistently conscious about which guests can lawfully 
consume alcohol. Blog comments involving secondary supply, including the supervision of 
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young party guests, did not feature greatly within the responses. Third, in the event of a 
charge being laid, proving who was at fault would also be challenging, particularly if only 
verbal consent was provided. These complications have yet to be tested, as there are no 
reports of fines being imposed against party hosts who have unlawfully supplied alcohol to 
young people in a private space.  
Party registration is another responsibilisation measure stemming from the increased anxiety 
surrounding young people, alcohol, social media and parties in the private space. Australian 
police have consistently encouraged hosts to register their parties (VicPol 2014) with the 
recommendation that registration details must be completed at least one week prior to the 
date of the event. Despite encouragement by police, registration will not necessarily reduce 
the risk of an incident occurring (Breen 2011), as police acknowledge that: 
… due to the dynamic nature of calls for police service, registering your party with 
Victoria Police cannot guarantee that police will check on the progress of your party 
as a matter of course (VicPol 2014). 
Western Australian Police provide similar advice to hosts, which includes alerting neighbours 
that the party will be held, issuing written invitations and ensuring adequate adult supervision 
(WAPOL 2015). Western Australian Police suggest alcohol free parties are the preferred 
option, with hosts encouraged to not supply or allow alcohol to be brought to the party. By 
framing party registration as a responsible choice, police also have important information 
about the event if they are called to attend. As with Victoria: 
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… registering your party with WA Police does not mean that police will provide 
security for your party and that the capacity of police to undertake patrols of party 
venues or to visit a party venue in the event of trouble will depend on other demands 
on resources at the time and the nature of the event in question (WAPOL 2015). 
Both Victorian and Western Australian party registration processes are almost identical. 
When planning an event, hosts are instructed to read an information booklet and brochure 
containing various forms of advice about how to organise a safe party. The party registration 
form can be completed either online, or downloaded and submitted in hard copy to a local 
police station.   
Party registration is promoted to ensure identifiable risks are minimised to enable guests to 
stay safe and have fun (VicPol 2014). Western Australian Police also consider party 
registration is an important deterrent to gatecrashers (WAPOL 2015). However, despite 
police support for party registration, how information about these events is used by 
Australian police if they are called to the premises (Thomas 2010) is unclear. Party 
registration does not make police respond more quickly, and Victoria and Western Australian 
police provide no guarantees they will respond at all (WAPOL 2015). Second, party 
registration forms include details such as the occasion, average age of guests and whether 
alcohol will be served. This may alert police that underage persons will be consuming alcohol 
in private, rather than conveying the message that the hosts are being socially responsible. In 
fact, it is possible police may use party registration to enforce secondary supply legislation.  
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Nevertheless, secondary supply legislation and party registration are framed as rational 
choices of the responsible adult party host and viewed as an important safety precaution. 
Secondary supply laws imply a ‘safety net’ for the parents of children who attend private 
parties, while party registration implies greater security because hosts perceive they are 
making their event safe. However, rather than providing any tangible benefits to adults or 
young people, it appears that these pre-crime measures play on the popular fears of young 
people reflected in police statements to the media based on large-scale disorderly events, 
rather than routine calls about noise and other legacies of small-scale youth gatherings. The 
framing of young people in the media as dangerous aligns party registration with responsible 
parenting. This tacitly supports the suggestion that unregistered youth parties are likely to 
become ‘out of control’.  
As media reporting techniques favour the perspectives of the police (Mawby 2007), they can 
be perceived by the audience as key advisors on risk reduction techniques (Erikson and 
Haggerty 1997), as the responsibility for managing many crime risks has passed from the 
state to private citizens. Therefore, media platforms and police agenda-setting have combined 
to engage the public in a project of self-responsibilisation (O'Malley 2010). Secondary supply 
and party registration are forms of self-regulation (Crawford 2003) that encourage adults to 
proactively engage in measures that reduce the risk of harms to young people at parties. 
Supplying alcohol to young people without written parental consent, or failure to register a 
private party deems parents as irresponsible in the eyes of police, in the event they are 
requested by hosts or neighbours to attend. These measures raise many questions about what 
police and government can actually do to regulate private behaviour, in light of the general 
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media and public sentiment that something needs to be done when parties turn into large-
scale disorderly events.  
‘Out of control’ parties as depicted in the Australian media fit the hallmarks of a moral panic 
Cohen (1972). The media’s use of inflamed and sensationalist language to describe the 
occurrence of private parties arouses significant concerns each time an incident is reported. 
The public responses to media reports in blogs posts, also aptly reflect these developments, as 
the negative attitudes that replicate the views of the primary definers prompting calls for a 
formal regulatory response. However, Cohen’s moral panic argument can also be extended to 
include Innes’ (2004) understanding of a signal crime. Innes (2004) indicates that a signal 
crime, such as Corey Worthington’s party, can produce regulatory outcomes that differ from 
a moral panic by shifting the responsibility for many forms of crime prevention and control 
onto individuals. A signal crime is the modern variation of the moral panic model (Cohen 
1972) as it explains why the media can further inflame perceptions that crime occurs 
continuously, and which escalates public anxieties that demand a regulatory response (Hall, 
Critcher et al. 1978). The public is guided by both the media and primary definers towards 
the belief that ‘out of control’ parties are occurring at a greater frequency and with more 
severe and harmful consequences than appears to be the case (Jewkes 2004).  
Corey Worthington (Cresswell 2008) represents the initial signal event, as the first ‘out of 
control’ party reported by the Australian media. Every subsequent party reported by the 
media contributes to the anxiety about the potential for youth parties become disorderly or 
‘out of control’. Victorian and Western Australian media reporting on these events encourage 
police as primary definers to suggest regulatory reforms, which are generally endorsed in 
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blog posts encouraged by mainstream print media. Corey Worthington, the ‘signal’ (Innes 
2004), became a public problem, as subsequent parties reinforce the importance of this signal 
event. Thus, every ‘out of control’ party reported by the media demonstrates patterns that 
build from the initial moral panic (Cohen 1972), specifically, in relation to the more 
interactive nature of contemporary digital news reporting.  
Cohen (1972) identified how private troubles become translated in public concerns, which 
result in the enactment of formal social controls. According to Innes (2004, p. 18) signal 
crime works in reverse. Thus, the public concern of private parties is not just a public 
responsibility that justifies more police control. It is also a private responsibility that is 
reinforced through responsibilisation approaches such as party registration and secondary 
supply laws. These formal responses to the initial signal crime involving Corey Worthington, 
and each subsequent ‘out of control’ party, shift responsibility onto parents and guardians 
who host parties that are unlikely to turn into mass violent incidents that are commonly 
reported in the mainstream media. This does not address the actual problem of unsupervised 
or unregistered youth parties, and has little impact on deterring prospective violent or large 
scale disorderly youth parties from occurring. The onus of responsibility has shifted away 
from officials and onto the individual, which is a common feature of contemporary risk 
society (O'Malley 2010). These forms of responsibilisation are simply social reactions to the 
problems of regulating activity in private space that reflect the views of primary definers 
expressed in mainstream media reports and reinforced in the majority of blog posts examined 
in this study.  
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Secondary supply and party registration encourage parents, guardians and young people to be 
more responsible citizens by informing police of details of any proposed events, obtaining 
consent from all guests, hiring private security guards, or ideally, hosting alcohol-free parties 
to promote safety at both the event and in the community. The medias’ use of the ‘out of 
control’ party as a signal that is represented by Corey Worthington and each subsequent 
large-scale incident generates calls for increased regulation. This is supported within the blog 
comment analysis as only a small percentage of blog comments challenged the overriding 
negative perspective (Vic: 10.54%, n = 40, WA: 12.55%, n = 93) of youth parties. As police 
are the main primary definers or experts used by the media, and signals of disorder have 
become more routine with each report of an ‘out of control’ youth party, the progression of 
reforms builds on the moral panic thesis to explain why the concern about extremely violent 
parties has led to enhanced regulation of private space, which makes individuals more 
responsible for their own safety. These measures come with few assurances that police will 
respond if needed, or that police can adequately control unregistered parties, such as those 
hosted by Corey Worthington. This suggests the moral panic and signal crime thesis have an 
important role in understanding Australian party regulation, which requires further research 
into the practical viability of these measures. This is particularly important as they appear to 
be fostered almost exclusively by police suggestions and popular media reports of extreme 
incidents.  
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Subsequent developments 
 
To date, secondary supply legislation under sections 3 and 119(5)(e) of the Liquor Control 
Amendment Act 2011 (Vic) and voluntary party registration are the only measures to regulate 
private parties. However, this study indicates it is rare for criminal sanctions to be imposed 
against those involved in ‘out of control’ parties, and the criminalisation of secondary supply 
of alcohol to young people on private property (Harris 2011) does not address these incidents. 
Western Australia amended the Criminal Code to allow police to prosecute anyone who 
organises a gathering that becomes ‘out-of-control’ (Robertson 2012). A parent, guardian or a 
person who has the responsibility to care for a child under 18 and gives permission to 
organise a gathering that becomes an ‘out of control’ event also commits an offence. In 
addition, any person who fails to comply with an order given by a police officer in relation to 
an ‘out of control’ gathering can receive a maximum penalty of 12 months imprisonment, a 
$12,000 fine, or may also be ordered by a court to pay all or some of the costs incurred by 
police when attending the incident (WAPOL 2015). To date, there is no record of these 
responses being applied. 
These regulatory responses are likely to be ill informed and ineffective. For example, there is 
no evidence regarding the implementation and continuation of the proposed database in 
Geelong (MacDonald 2011), or any evaluation on the effectiveness of increased fines and jail 
time for hosts of large scale disorderly parties (Robertson 2012). These policies are unlikely 
to be rigorously evaluated, as they are reactions to the perceived fear that youth events will 
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degenerate into violent ‘out of control’ parties (Innes 2004), rather than a reflection of how 
these events occur, or are policed.   
	
Conclusion 
	
This analysis has identified that the progression of media reporting on a signal crime that 
relies heavily on the statements of police as primary definers, has potential to heighten public 
anxieties about parties by focusing on rare occurrences of extreme disorder. These reporting 
practices have the capacity to be highly influential in shaping public knowledge, beliefs and 
perceptions about young people, alcohol and parties (Lawson and Strange 2015). These 
stories are deliberately selected for their newsworthiness (Moulton 2014), promoted by 
sources generally viewed as reliable (Xie and Zhao 2014) and trustworthy (Duffy, Wake et al. 
2008). However, these processes also contribute to the formulation of reactive policies to the 
regulation of parties. Secondary supply legislation (s.119(5)(e)) and party registration (VicPol 
2014, WAPOL 2015) have no apparent empirical basis. They are based on ideas about how to 
respond to extreme signal events promoted in the media (Innes 2004), rather than routine 
incidents of youth behaviour. Media reports ‘warn’ society about problems that elicits 
responses by readers (Welch, Weber et al. 2000), which are now recorded in online blogs. 
These blogs generally show close support for the content of the initial media reports in each 
case, which reinforces the views of the need for more regulation based on the statements of 
primary definers.  
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This study reveals the media conveys a view that violent private parties are increasing 
(Watson 2013). These reports consistently detail how unsupervised youth parties often 
culminate in antisocial behaviour and significant harms to attendees, innocent neighbours and 
property (Galloway 2014). This is not an accurate representation of all parties, as positive 
reports about youth parties are not newsworthy (Duffy, Wake et al. 2008). This emphasis 
contributes to unfavourable stereotypes about young people, which controls and shapes 
public debate about how to formally respond to extreme, yet rare, examples of large-scale 
disorder (Welch, Weber et al. 2000). As with other crime stories, the media report on violent 
youth parties in Australia not because they are representative of real world behaviour (Jewkes 
2004) but because they are ‘attention grabbing’ (O'Connell 1999).  
This study shows both media representations of young people, and blog posts associated with 
these articles, are mostly negative. This suggests public perceptions regarding the need for 
solutions to prevent and reduce alcohol-related harm and associated with private parties are 
closely aligned with those portrayed by the media, which reflect the opinions of police. It 
seems party hosts are encouraged to register their parties based on an assumption that they 
will be given special protection. However, police are explicit that party registration does not 
give hosts any additional benefits compared to the irresponsible hosts who chose not to 
register. Rather than offering any tangible benefits, party registration may lead to stricter 
enforcement rather than enhanced protection at these events. This was recognised in one blog 
comment, which indicated registration could ‘just makes things worse’ (Post 28, Robertson 
2012) by potentially holding party hosts, parents and guardians legally responsible for parties 
that turn violent. However, most blog posts favoured punitive and unrealistic alternatives that 
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reflected the depictions of ‘chaos’ in the original media report. These findings add to the 
understanding of how negative media representations of youth crime impact readers, or elicit 
selective forms of online public debate. When coupled with discourses advocating increased 
punitiveness rather than informed regulation, a key measure of these public sentiments is 
whether they support or question the sensationalist media reporting and language in the 
original news item. This study indicates the value of investigating the generative role of 
language (Bessant 2011), as public comments are increasingly actively solicited by online 
media sources. Hence, the blog posts can provide a form of commentary that is potentially 
critical of media reporting practices (Gil de Zuniga, Lewis et al. 2011), even though it is an 
imperfect measure of public reactions to these incidents.  
This study shows that perceptions of the need to regulate young people and parties may be 
fuelled by media reports documenting atypical incidents and the dangers of uncontrolled 
alcohol consumption, social media use and collective youth behaviour (Flynn, Slovic et al. 
2001). Primary definers and the media appear to set the agenda in shaping public perspectives 
of ‘out of control’ parties, including their frequency and the harms associated with their 
occurrence (Philo 2008). This reinforces the reactive legal policies (Krinsky 2013) that have 
been introduced to regulate parties in private space, such as secondary supply legislation and 
party registration. Media discourses that incite public fears of young people, social media, 
alcohol and private parties (Becker 2011, Callanan, 2012) have resulted in demands for any 
policies to control youth behaviour (Cunneen and White 2007). Rather than relying on 
informed research, it appears that the police are key primary definers who promote unproven 
ideas about regulating youth activity through informed ‘guesswork’, which is reinforced by 
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media reporting practices and the overwhelming majority of blog posts examined in this 
study. 	
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